The History of St. Chrysostomos

HI STORY OF ST. CHRYSOSTOM6S CHURCH
CHAPTER 1
Thaddeus A. Snively: First Years of the Parish, 1893 -1907

Sunday, January 15, 1893. "CROWDED AND COLD. Marked
Characteristics of Nearly All Street -Cars," read the lead story in that day's
Chicago Tribune. "TRIALS OF WEST - SIDERS. The Early Morning Service
Declared To Be Wretched. NORTH SIDE NO BETTER OFF. Even the South
Side Lines Are Said To Be Falling from Grace." The poor service must have
been a particular hardship during the previous days; a cold spell had g ripped
the city and the entire eastern third of the country for most of the preceding
week, with Chicago temperatures reaching -12 by midnight on the 14th
(they would dropto  -16 for several hours early Sunday morning before
moderating later in the day). C hicagoans suffering from the extreme
weather could plan to purchase on the following day, according to their
budgets, real mink capes at $25.00, astrakhan fur reefers at $20.00 or
military ulsters at $7.50 from Schlesinger and Mayer's at the southeast
corn er of State and Madison Streets; men's winter underwear at $1.25 and
49c could be bought at the Hub on the northwest corner of State and
Jackson. (Those persons preferring to shop at Marshall Field's would have
had to wait a day to see what was available, since Field's did not at that time
advertise on Sundays.)

Much news space was devoted to the forthcoming World's Columbian
Exposition: a gang of French crooks with plans to "work the Fair" had just
been arrested, and an article by Caroline S. Corbin dis cussed the question of
Sunday opening: "If the directors ... will stop all machinery ... and will set
apart a building for religious meetings, where eminent divines may discourse
upon the spiritual needs and opportunities of the hour ... it will be such an
expression of an impressive and beautiful Christian Sabbath as the world has
never before seen." A patent dispute on the incandescent light had been
settled in favor of Thomas Edison, with implications for Chicago electrical
service. The romantically mind ed could read the account of the elopement of
Marion Ewing, whose cousin Adlai Stevenson | would be inaugurated as vice -
president under Grover Cleveland on March 4.

Only a small announcement among the listings of religious services on
an inside page record s: "All Saints Church. No. 757 North Clark Street.
Services at 11 a.m. by the Rev. E.R. Bishop, Archdeacon of the diocese, and
the Rev. T.A. Snively, Troy, N.Y."
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All Saints' Mission, as it was more properly known, had experienced a
checkered history. By  the mid -1880s, as more Chicagoans were moving to
the city's north side, residents felt a need for another Episcopal church in the
area in addition to St. James Church (not then the cathedral of the diocese)
on Huron Street and Cass Street (how Wabash Avenu e), and the Church of
Our Saviour on Fullerton Avenue. (The Church of the Ascension on LaSalle
Avenue, because of its Anglo - Catholic churchmanship, may not have been
considered as an alternative by some of the newcomers to the area.) In late
1885, under the auspices of St. James Church, a store at 633 (later 1522)

North Clark Street was rented, and St. James Mission, as it was known,

began services on December 27 with the Reverend Montgomery N. Throop in
charge. By June 1886 the mission had attracted so m any people from St.
James Church that it was deemed advisable to move to a site as far north of

St. James as possible. The location at 757 (later 1752) North Clark Street

was rented, and the congregation adopted the name of All Saints' Mission.

An unidenti fied newspaper clipping in parish archives, probably dating
from early 1889, is titled: "A Bartender Sues A Church." There appears to
have been some dispute as to whether the mission's finance committee or
Mr. Throop was responsible for payment of the rent on the 633 North Clark
Street site for the period remaining on the lease after the congregation
moved north. Joseph Cole, a bartender at the Palmer House and owner of
the site, understandably became impatient and took legal action when after
more than two years he had not received his rent. The matter was settled
amicably, the finance committee and Mr. Throop each paying half the costs.

Mr. Throop must have been in poor health, for according to this
account he left the city in 1886 due to illness. The Reve rend Joseph G.H.
Barry succeeded him for a short time. (In view of St. Chrysostom's later
reputation as a Low Church parish, it is interesting to note that Fr. Barry
would afterwards serve as dean of the High Church seminary Nashotah
House and rector of t  he well -known New York City Anglo - Catholic parish St.
Mary the Virgin.) After Father Barry's departure, the Reverend James Foster
was briefly in charge. Attendance had declined by early 1888, and Bishop
William McLaren asked Mr. Throop, whose health had pr esumably improved,
to return as priest in charge. By 1889, the congregation numbered 153.

Maude Stein Snyder, for many years a St. Chrysostom's parishioner,
attended All Saints' Sunday school in 1892 and preserved in a scrapbook an
Easter card sent to her  in that year. She wrote beside the card that "Mr.

Locke was Supt. of Church School, he came to the Church from N.Y. Miss
Booge was my teacher's name. Both had lived at the Plaza Hotel, Clark and

North Ave."  (Mr. Locke is probably the J.M. Locke who serve d on St.
Chrysostom's vestry in 1898 and 1899.) Although the Sunday school must
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have been active at that time, All Saints' itself fell on hard times and closed
by the end of 1892, leaving debts of $250. Those persons who braved the
cold to attend the serv  ice of January 15, 1893 at the reorganized mission
must surely have hoped that the new priest in charge would have greater
success than his predecessors in establishing a church in the area.

The Reverend Thaddeus Alexander Snively was, at this time, not qu ite
forty -two years old; he was born in Greencastle, Pennsylvania, a small town
just north of the Maryland border, on February 1, 1851. He was the eighth
and probably the youngest child of Daniel Snively, a merchant, and his wife
Mary Ann; the Snivelys see  m to have been well -to-do, as 1850 census
records show that the household included four servants and that Daniel
Snively owned property worth $7400, a substantial sum for that time. At
least one other of the Snivelys' sons became a priest; their oldest chi ld
William, seventeen years older than Thaddeus, served in a number of
parishes in the eastern United States, was the author of several books, and
for some years was a member of the standing committee of the diocese of

Louisiana. Another son may also have been a clergyman; the Reverend
Summerfield Snively, who was rector of the American Church at Nice at the

time of his death in February 1914, is possibly the three -year -old "Somerton
Snively" listed in the 1850 census records. There were three other brother S

and two sisters; one brother, whose name is not known to us, fought
(according to family tradition) on the Confederate side in the Civil War and
was killed in battle in Texas.

Thaddeus Snively attended Dickinson College in Carlisle, Pennsylvania,
and Tri nity College in Hartford, Connecticut, the latter presumably for his
theological studies. He was ordained to the diaconate in 1872 and to the
priesthood in 1875; his first post was as curate to his brother William, at
that time rector of Christ Church, Alb any, New York. Later he served at the
American Episcopal Church in Geneva, Switzerland and at Christ Church,
Quincy, Massachusetts, before becoming rector of St. John's Church in Troy,
New York in 1881, where he remained until 1892. For a short time before he
came to Chicago he had been at the American Episcopal Church in Florence,
Italy.

Mr. Snively would appear to have been considerably overqualified for
his new position. It seems at first surprising that a man of his age and
experience should choose to ¢ ome to a struggling mission church in an area
where he apparently had no previous ties. AlImost certainly the reason lies in
his personal life. He had married Eliza Crosby, probably by early 1880, since
their first son Alexander was born in March 1881; a se cond son, Schuyler,
was born to the couple in 1884. However, according to a 1987 letter to
Robert Howell from Mr. Snively's grandson Murray, his grandparents'
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marriage had been an arranged one and had not been happy. The couple
separated and were later div  orced; Eliza Snively remarried and moved to
Canada with her second husband and her sons. Although the exact date of

the separation and divorce is not known, it is very likely that Thaddeus

Snively's departure from Troy may have been occasioned by the failu re of
his marriage. In an age when divorce in general was frowned upon and, for

the clergy, almost unheard of, the choice of positions available to a divorced
clergyman must have been severely limited; Mr. Snively, too, may have

wished to make a fresh star  t and to accept the challenge of establishing a

new congregation in an area unfamiliar to him.

Joanna Zander, in her seventy  -fifth anniversary book The Story of St.
Chrysostom's Church,  written at a time when a few parishioners still
survived who remembere  d Mr. Snively, wrote that he never failed to
remember the birth dates of children in his congregation: a poignant note,
since he seems to have seen relatively little of his own sons following his
divorce and move to Chicago. John Henry Hopkins commented in The Great
Forty Years in the Diocese of Chicago, a history covering the years 1893 to
1933, that Mr. Snively was "popular in every best sense," with "possibly the
most extensive social entree within the reach of any Chicago priest, then or
now." He adds: "One can almost hear him even yet, pleading with someone,
'Oh, DON'T say St. ChrySOStom's!" with the accent strongly on SOS."

The adoption of the name of St. Chrysostom's instead of All Saints’
was Mr. Snively's first official act as priest in charge. On J anuary 20, five
days after the first service, Bishop William E. McLaren wrote:

The name of the organized mission heretofore known as All Saints’, is
hereby changed to

S. Chrysostom's.

The reasons for Mr. Snively's sele ction of St. John Chrysostom as the
patron saint of the mission are not known to us and can only be guessed at.
It was almost certainly necessary to make some change of name to
distinguish the mission from All Saints' Church in Ravenswood, an area
which ha d only a short time previously been incorporated into the city of
Chicago; Mr. Snively may also have wished to dissociate his new
congregation from the unsuccessful former mission. St. John Chrysostom
was the author of the final prayer used at Morning and Evening Prayer
services, and was famous during his lifetime for his excellence as a preacher
(the name Chrysostom, "golden mouthed", refers to this characteristic);
from this point of view the choice would prove appropriate, since the parish
has throughout its history maintained the Evangelical emphasis on preaching
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and successive rectors have been known for the excellence of their sermons.
It is also possible that Mr. Snively chose a saint whose feast day, January 27
in the Western Church, was close to the date of the reorganization of the
mission.

The Diocesan Board of Missions paid $90 of the $250 debt remaining
from the former All Saints' Mission; St. Chrysostom's took responsibility for
the remaining $160. To enable the debt to be paid off as soon as po ssible,
Mr. Snively served without compensation until Easter Day, April 2. By the
following week the debt was paid and the mission's finance committee held
its first meeting. Its members were John R. Adams, an importer; Albert
Blanchard, a contractor; Jose ph T. Bowen, a banker (whose wife Louise
DeKoven Bowen would in later years become well known for her work at Hull
House and other social service organizations); Henry Durkee, president of an
iron ore firm; Otto J. Weidner, listed as "manager” in the 1893 Chicago city
directory; and Harry T. Pardee and his brother -in-law Henry N. Cooper,
employed in real estate. (Mr. Cooper was married to Harry Pardee's sister
Julia; another sister, Emily, was the wife of St. Chrysostom's parishioner
William Street, and the  ir brother Luther, an Episcopal priest, was at this time
secretary of the diocese. The Pardees' father Theron was listed in the first
directory of Chicago residents, published in 1844.) The committee agreed to
pay Mr. Snively a salary of $1800 a year; he e xpressed his willingness to
accept $1500 if the mission could not afford the larger amount.

A milestone occurred on the evening of Ascension Day, May 18, 1893,
when Bishop McLaren made his first visitation to St. Chrysostom's,
confirming a class of eight. One of the members of this class would play an
important role in the life of the parish in the years to come. Frederick Chase
Spalding, nineteen years old, had already been working for five years in the
newspaper business and for most of his life would be a proofreader for the
Chicago Daily News. The Spalding family (parents Oliver and Katie,
Frederick, and five other children) had been members of the former All
Saints Mission and continued at St. Chrysostom's. Frederick Spalding would
serve as Sunday schoo | teacher and superintendent, lay reader,
Scoutmaster, camp director and vestry member during his forty -six years in
the parish, devoting much of his time, talents and treasure to the church.

As 1893 passed, plans were under way to find a permanent home fo r
the church. Henry Cooper and Henry Durkee were appointed to examine
possible sites on Dearborn Avenue (as the street was then called) and State
Street. Two alternatives were considered: a location adjoining the "Harz
property," a stable at 502 (later 133 2) Dearborn Avenue, and a 75 -foot lot
at 544 (later 1424) Dearborn Avenue between Schiller Street and Burton
Place. Although at first the site near the Harz stable was preferred, tax
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considerations led to the selection of the property further north. On Feb ruary
7, 1894, lawyer Percival Fuller was appointed to head a committee for

purchase of the property; by the fifteenth of the month, pledges of over

$13,000 toward the purchase price of $28,000 had been received. The

committee visited the Ladies' Society b efore sponsoring a parish  -wide
meeting on February 21 at which a total of $28,662.50 ($5200 of which was

in cash) was pledged; Mr. Fuller and Edward Martyn, vice - president of Philip
Armour's Union Stock Yards and Traction Company, were the largest donors

with $2500 each. The visit to the Ladies' Society was apparently a fruitful

one, as seven women including a dressmaker and a stenographer were

among those making contributions at the meeting. A committee of the

rector, three men and three women was appointe d to raise additional
subscriptions. One of its members was Fannie Parsons Warren, whose

husband William would briefly serve on the vestry in 1896; their son L.

Parsons Warren was a vestry member and Sunday school superintendent

from the mid -1920s until he retired and left the city in 1952.

On Easter Monday, March 26, 1894, St. Chrysostom's became
incorporated as a parish. Henry Durkee was elected the first senior warden
and Joseph Bowen the junior warden. John Adams and Harry Pardee from
the finance commit tee continued as members of the vestry. Other vestry
included two doctors: John H. Chew, successor to Fernand Henrotin as head
of Henrotin Hospital and the Chicago Policlinic, and H. Newberry Hall, clerk
of the vestry (a direct descendant of Miles Standish ) who, interestingly
enough in view of future Crane connections with the parish, served as Crane
Company physician in addition to his private practice. The two principal
contributors toward purchase of the land, Percival Fuller and Edward Martyn,
were, not  surprisingly, named to the vestry. Insurance company president
John Rand (who, with his family, lived at the Plaza Hotel, where Mr. Snively
resided throughout his ministry at St. Chrysostom's); William D.C. Street,
banker and manager of the Chicago Cleari ng House; and Samuel Clifford
Payson and Winfield H. Scott, whose occupations are not known to us, were
the remaining members of the group. (Mr. Scott was, as far as we can tell,
not related to the general of that name.)

The vestry's first official action was to extend a call to Mr. Snively to
serve as rector at a salary of $2400 a year. His letter of acceptance reads:

| ... herewith accept the honour and privilege of acting as
your leader in the important work before us with sincere thanks
and a grateful heart.

| feel sure that the interest and enthusiasm which have
marked the incipient stages of our movement will grow and
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spread in the future. | would face the responsibility with great
uncertainty, were it not for the many proofs we have already
had of t he great need of a New Parish here, and of the deep
sympathy with which our efforts have thus far been welcomed.
Back of all this | see most clearly God's direction and
guidance and the assurance of His blessing in the future.

In his annual address to the 1894 diocesan convention Bishop McLaren
made reference to "the feeble mission, formerly known as All Saints', in
Lincoln Park,” which had "grown to large proportions under the ministry of
the Rev. T.A. Snively." According to the Reverend John Henry Hopkins as
guoted in Massey Shepherd's centennial History of St. James' Church, 1834 -
1934, atleast some of the growth in St. Chrysostom’'s membership may
have come from former St. James parishioners who disliked the strong low
church views of their rector, the Re verend Floyd W. Tomkins, and found the
services at St. Chrysostom's more to their taste. Parish archives contain no
material to confirm or deny this statement, which may indicate Mr. Tomkins'
extremely low churchmanship rather than any extremes by St. Chry sostom's
in the other direction; however, it has been suggested that the choice of a
patron saint whose feast day was not included in the Prayer Book calendar
may indicate some degree of high churchmanship on the part of Mr. Snively.

On May 15, plans by ar  chitect Clinton J. Warren for the new church
were approved; ground was broken on July 24. By November the church was
completed, and the first service on the present site was held on Sunday,
November 4. Vestry minutes list a number of donations to the new b uilding,
some still in use nearly a hundred years later. The largest of the brass
processional crosses presently in use in the parish was given by vestry
member Samuel Clifford Payson in the name of his two small sons. The large
silver alms basin was a mem orial to Clarence Hopkins Dyer, a coal merchant
whose father had been mayor of Chicago in 1856. The baptismal font, a gift
of manufacturer C.F. Quincy and his wife Etta, commemorates "Dorothy
Quincy, 1882," possibly a deceased child of the couple. The smal | silver
bread box was the gift of Elizabeth Pardee, the mother of Harry Pardee,

Henry Cooper's wife Julia and William Street's wife Emily. The silver stand

for the altar service book was presented by Nannie K. Beckwith, an active

member of the Women's Gui Id in the early years of the parish, in memory of

her husband Franklin, a salesman who had died in 1889. No information has

been found on Henry Trevor Cook, in whose memory the hymn boards were

given (though a Mrs. H.T. Cook lived on Rush Street south of t he church at
this period), nor is information available on John Leverett Rogers, whose

wife donated in his memory the large brass cross with the Lamb of God at its
center, originally used on the main altar and presently on the chapel altar.

(The seven -branch candelabra now in the Guild Room, given by vestry
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member Newberry Hall in honor of his two small sons, were also originally

on the main altar.) The congregation at this time reportedly numbered

twenty -two families. Not long after the first services, on December 5, the
Northeastern Deanery held its winter meeting in the new church.

A contract was signed in November 1894 for an $1100 Kimball organ,
and Paolo F. Campiglio engaged as organist for two years at a salary of $600
a year. A concert program in Ma ude Snyder's collection states that "Signor
Campiglio, late of Chickering Hall, New York City, is also organist and
choirmaster at St. Chrysostom's Church, where he has a large choir of boys
and men." (A handwritten comment by Mrs. Snyder adds that he was known
in later years as "the great Campanino” and that he died while on tour in
Chicago.) The Tribune of April 14, 1895 listed the music and hymns to be
used at that day's Easter service at St. Chrysostom's; the service opened
with Braga's "Meditation" for organ, violin and horn, the hymns included the
traditional Easter favorite "Jesus Christ is Risen Today," while among the
anthems performed by the choir were Tours' Te Deum in F preceding the
Collect, Sir George Elvey's anthem, "Christ, being raised from the dead,
dieth no more,"” and the Agnus Dei from Gounod's Messe Solenelle.  Signor
Campiglio's own "Festival March" concluded the service.

On November 30, 1894, a parish -wide meeting was scheduled in the
church, "where, under the direction of the Committee on Pews,
arrangements will be made for the rental of all Pews for the coming year."

Pews 1 and 2 were reserved for the bishop and the rector, respectively;

other pews were assigned by lot in each price range (from $20 a year for

shorter pews in the back o fthe church to $200 a year for the six longest

pews). Attendance following the construction of the new building must have

been good, since on December 30 the vestry discussed extending the church

west as far as the alley, adding ten rows of pews and enlar ging the chancel,
at a cost of approximately $7000, though no further action was taken on the
proposal. Pew rental income totaled nearly $2800 in 1894/95, St.

Chrysostom's first year of existence as a parish; a further $1450 was

received in plate offerings and $2400 in pledges (made in response to

appeals at Christmas and Easter rather than paid by weekly envelopes,

which were probably not introduced until early in Norman Hutton's tenure as

rector). By Easter Monday, 1895, finances had improved enough to al low Mr.
Snively's salary to be raised to $3600 a year.

Parish records unfortunately do not contain copies of sermons or other
material written by Mr. Snively. Occasional brief notes in the Tribune shed
some light on his sermons and other activities. On Sun day, November 21,
1898, when announcing the time of the Thanksgiving services later in the
week, Mr. Snively "paid his respects to football in the following language:
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‘These services are arranged at this hour so that the convenience of all may

be considere d. It is the one day when the church is recognized by the state.
We are summoned by the civil authorities of both State and nation. It seems

a better form of observance than the modern ordinance of football. There

are some of our younger Americans who seem to think that Thanksgiving
day was set apart for the special use of this game of questionable benefit. It

is probably a noble form of athletics carried to an extreme. But the propriety
and duty of religious observance of this day none can question." A yea r
later, on November 22, 1899, Mr. Snively was the preacher at the north side
Chicago Diocesan Choir Association Thanksgiving festival service at St.

James Church.

On May 30, 1899, Mr. Snively's sermon at the annual diocesan
convention touched on two issue s of concern to the church. Questions of
Biblical interpretation and criticism were frequently raised at this period, and
shortly before the convention the Reverend Edward Larrabee of the Church

of the Ascension had introduced in his parish "Prayers at Mas s," a book of
prayers described in the May 22 Tribune as having "no parallel in the United
States outside of Roman Catholic churches." As described in the Tribune of

May 31, Mr. Snively's convention sermon "made a moving plea for a new

book of common praye rand alluded to the book recently adopted by Father
Larrabee"; unfortunately, the sentences quoted in that feature do not

enlighten the present  -day reader as to Mr. Snively's opinions on either topic.
"The revelation and all that is involved in the incarn ation is a trust that is
reposed in God's church and her ministry. A profound struggle concerning

the meaning of the holy scriptures has been seen in our age, but no greater
than at any other time. There must be no assumption of theories, but a

careful gua rding of facts. The church is the keeper and guardian of the faith.
The word of God contains mysteries that we must guard as stewards. We

need to guard, too, the formalities of worship."

Little information on parish activities is available for the early ye ars.
Services were held at 8:00 and 11:00 a.m., with Holy Communion
celebrated at 8:00 and at the 11:00 service on the first Sunday of the
month, a pattern that would be maintained for over ninety -five years. During
the fall, winter and spring an evening s ervice was scheduled, the time of
which seems to have varied between 4 or 4:30 p.m. and 7:45 or 8
p.m. Sunday School met at 9:40 a.m.; a children's festival service was
scheduled on Easter Sunday afternoon, at which Sunday School awards and
choir medals we re presented. A piano was purchased for the school in 1897,
and a vacation Bible school was held on at least one occasion (vestry
minutes of October 1898 record that an "entertainment” raised over $500
for the school). Newberry Hall was the leader of an ac tive Brotherhood of St.
Andrew chapter, which was responsible for ushering at the early service and
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in the evening. (This men's group, founded at Chicago's St. James Church,
sought to follow the example of the apostle Andrew in bringing new
members to the  church and welcoming visitors.)

St. Chrysostom's services often appeared in the Tribune listings of
Christmas and Easter religious services and music in the 1890s. From this
source we learn that on April 5, 1896, William Snively was the guest
preacher at E aster services in his brother's parish. The following day's
Tribune marks the first occasion on which the parish was mentioned in the
Easter society news: "St. Chrysostom's Church, although plainly decorated,
was fair to see. The font was filled with palms and lilies." Though "Easter
costumes were conspicuous by their absence in many cases," the outfits of
twelve women present (including Mrs. John R. Adams, Mrs. Franklin
Beckwith, Mrs. Joseph T. Bowen, Mrs. H.R. Durkee, Mrs. Percy Fuller and
Mrs. William St reet) were described in detail. Nine years later, on April 24,
1905, the Tribune referred to St. James Church as "the objective point of
many of the processions in the fashionable quarter” for the previous day's
Easter observances, but continued, "Dividing the honors were St.
Chrysostom's Church, where the Rev. Thaddeus Snively preached, and the
Fourth Presbyterian.”

A Ladies' Society existed by February 1894, since the building fund
committee made a presentation before the group. The December 1, 1895
Tribu ne described the "fashionable bazaar" to take place three days later
"from 3 to 10 o'clock at the residence of Mrs. Edward H. Valentine, No. 449
North State street, by the Women's Guild of St. Chrysostom's Church for the
building fund of the church ... The previous bazaars given by the Women's
Guild have been uniformly attractive and the coming one promises to equal,
if not surpass, its predecessors.” At the vestry meeting of December 20, Mr.
Snively indicated that he planned a written expression of his gra titude for
the group's "valuable help"; according to the parish's financial report, the
bazaar made a profit of $1131, and in the following year a holiday fair at the
home of Mrs. William Walker, 40 Banks Street, raised $750 for the church.
As described in  Tribune society page coverage, the bazaars adopted a color

scheme -- red, green, blue, yellow, pink, lavender -- for many of the tables;
other booths included baby and doll tables, a grab bag, a paper table,
"utility" and "visiting" tables, and food -- candy, cake and frappé. There was

also entertainment; in 1895 the Misses Irene and Louise Hibbard gave
whistling and recitations, and the 1896 bazaar featured "the first appearance
in Chicago of the boy tenor, Master Walter Peabody of Detroit, who sang
seve ral solos."

The December 3, 1899  Tribune contained a lengthy feature on "one of
the social events of the season as well as one of the prettiest sales of the
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year," to be held four days later at the home of Mrs. Thomas R. Lyon at 72

Astor Street. "The bazaa ris being organized for the benefit of the church,

with the expectation that its proceeds will assist materially in wiping out the

church debt. A large number of the best known women on the North Side

are interested in it and are assisting in person at th e tables as well as giving
the ten articles to which each woman in the parish is pledged." The color

scheme plan of previous bazaars was to be followed, and other "attractive

features” would include "an Oriental tearoom, with all the women in

Japanese cost ume, a palmist, a grab bag, and an electric theater for the
entertainment of the children.”

Among the women taking active part in the bazaars were wives and
daughters of several vestry members of the period B Mrs. Henry Durkee,
Mrs. Joseph Bowen, Mrs. J.H . Chew and Miss Chew, Mrs. W.D.C. Street, Mrs.
John Russell Adams and Miss Adams, Mrs. E.J. Martyn and Miss Hazel
Martyn, Mrs. William Warren, Miss Kasson. Nannie Beckwith, manager of the
1899 bazaar, had given the silver stand for the service book, while Martha
Deane, secretary of that year's bazaar, would in 1934 describe her
memories of early Guild activity in the special issue of the diocesan
magazine commemorating the parish's fortieth anniversary. Other women
whose names appear in early parish records are Etta Quincy, who with her
husband had contributed the baptismal font; Aurelia Senn, who donated a
new organ to the church in 1897; Della Conover, in whose memory part of
the cloister was later given; and Bertha Duppler (later Bertha Baur), who
remaine d an active parishioner at St. Chrysostom's for over sixty years.

Perhaps the Kimball organ was inadequate, or a salary of $600 a year
insufficient for "the great Campanino”; in January 1896 the vestry approved
purchase of a $1265 Hook and Hastings organ a nd hired S. Wesley Martin as
organist at a salary of $1000 a year. This organ too seems to have proved
unsatisfactory. An 1897 vestry meeting approved authorization for estimates
for "a large organ motor if necessary, also to remedy the noise which the
pre sent one makes"; on September 14 Aurelia Senn (wife of the physician
Nicholas Senn for whom Senn High School is named) wrote to the vestry's
music committee stating that she had "for some time been desirous of
showing in a practical way my interest in the welfare of your Church" and
had "decided to present you with a new Organ ... contracted on my own
personal account with the W.W. Kimball Company ... costing $6000." She
had considered a "Chime of Bells," but "being assured that the Edifice was in
no shape to receive ... an addition," opted instead for the organ. (Nearly
thirty years later, a much more elaborate "Chime of Bells" would be installed
when Richard T. Crane, Jr. donated the 43 -bell carillon.) The organ, after a
major renovation in 1922, remained in use until 1953; John Redmond, at a
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1952 vestry meeting discussing replacement of the organ, stated that it had
originally been built for the 1893 World's Fair.

After discussion at the March and April 1896 meetings, the vestry
concluded that "a system of rotation in office in the Vestry is expedient and
desirable and that definite action toward that end be recommended for the
coming year." This is the first reference to an issue which would be raised
again at intervals over the next sixty years, although no further action was
taken at the time. Norman Hutton proposed a rotating vestry in the early
1920s, and in late 1931 and early 1932 the vestry themselves drafted a
rotation plan; Dudley Stark, favoring continuity of leadership in the parish,
took no acti on on their proposal. Robert Hall on coming to the parish in 1958
specified in his contract that a rotating vestry would be introduced in the
parish, and a rotation plan was approved at the 1960 annual meeting, sixty -
four years after it had first been sugg ested.

One of the earliest extant records of a service at St. Chrysostom's is
that of the "Sunday School Xmas Tree Service" on Wednesday, December
30, 1896, at 7:30 p.m. Three of the hymns sung at that service are still in
use nearly a century later: "Once in Royal David's City," "Hark the Herald
Angels Sing," and "As with Gladness Men of Old." The service included an
address by the rector followed by "presentation of gifts of the Sunday School
children,” presumably gifts brought by them to give to children in need.
"After this," reads the bulletin, "the candy will be given out. There is to be
perfect order in the distribution, followed by singing Praise God From Whom
All Blessings Flow."

The years 1896 and 1897 saw the untimely deaths of three active
member s of the parish. Clerk of the vestry H. Newberry Hall died of
appendicitis in February 1896 at the age of only thirty -two, leaving a widow
and two small sons. The resolution adopted by the vestry after his death
makes clear the loss which must have been fe It: Dr. Hall is described as
"ever seeking to make the stranger and the acquaintance welcome in God's
House ... always ready to give sympathy and interest to the young men of
our congregation. We have lost a brother, a wise counsellor and a prudent
advisor ."

In November of the same year thirty -nine -year -old Percival Fuller died
unexpectedly of pneumonia. "In the time when we were trying our strength
to decide whether we could enter upon the life of a full -time Parish, he
contributed sympathy, help, wisdom and courage," read the vestry
resolution. "The names of Percival Fuller and of his family are among those,
to whom this Church owes its start, when such aid was real sacrifice ... His
death came to us with tremendous suddenness. Just as a new life -- ason,
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who is to bear the same honored name -- brought joy to the household and
to the hearts of his friends, his earthly work was ended and he was called to

rest. The house of gladness was transformed into the house of mourning."

The death of Mr. Fuller's mot her only a few days later added to the sadness.

A few months later, in April 1897, vestry member Edward J. Martyn
died of kidney disease at the age of fifty -one, survived by his wife and two
daughters. The vestry praised "the remarkable part, which he ha din the
organization of our Parish and in making possible the present place and
growth of our Church. Under the Providence of God, it was his brilliant
genius that devised the plan by which a beginning seemingly of almost
hopeless difficulty was made and a movement thus begun which has been
crowned with exceptional success ... With a judgment most wise and a
foresight most keen, was combined an enthusiasm very contagious and a
courteous consideration for the opinions of others ... The qualities that gave
him prominence and power in large commercial undertakings were
consecrated ... to the development of our small Mission work into a
metropolitan Parish.”

The deaths of these men were a financial as well as a personal loss to
the parish, since in case of the death of a contributor to the building fund the
heirs were not held liable for the remaining part of the pledge. Messrs. Fuller
and Martyn had been the largest contributors to the fund, and Dr. Hall's
contribution, though smaller, would surely still have b een missed. (Persons
moving out of the city were still responsible for pledge payments; a
comment at the March 1896 vestry meeting indicates that it was necessary
to remind an unidentified person who had left Chicago that pledge
obligations were not cance  led under such circumstances.)

The church building suffered some damage in a fire on Sunday,
December 19, 1898; financial data from the 1899 annual meeting give the
cost of repairs at $7324, but parish archives indicate that damage was not
serious. On Chri stmas night, a considerably more extensive fire occurred at
the Church of the Ascension. A December 27 Tribune feature, "CHURCH
FIRES A MYSTERY," raised the possibility of arson in the Ascension and St.
Chrysostom's fires and an earlier fire at Fourth Pres byterian Church on
October 29: "There are no electric wires [at St. Chrysostom's] and no
furnace where the fire started. The sole gas jet in the room, which was
lighted, was found intact. The fire, after burning the wooden patrtition and
floor of the audito  rium, caused a gas meter to explode. The cause was first
assigned to 'spontaneous combustion,' but as the room was empty save for
a work bench and a few tools, that theory has been rejected. The members
of the church have set the origin down as one of the mysteries. D.R. [sic]
Durkee of St. Chrysostom's vestry said, while he did not believe in the
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theory of incendiarism, it was hard to see how the fire could have started in
any other way." The interior of the Church of the Ascension was severely
damaged an d for some time the church could not be used for services;
Ascension accepted the invitation of St. Chrysostom's to hold its 7 a.m. Mass
there until its building was repaired.

Several gifts were made to the parish in the late 1890s. Vestry
minutes of Octob er 25, 1897 record the gift of a "handsome Alter [sic]
Cloth" by "Mrs. Catherwood of Philadelphia” (possibly the white altar frontal
which has been used in recent years at Christmas and Easter services). In
1899 Mrs. John Alden Spoor presented the parish w ith a silver Communion
set including the very large silver ewer (first used in 1899) and the red glass
cruet and small silver cruet for wine and water, first used on Easter Sunday,
April 15, 1900. (Both cruets were originally in glass; the original clear g lass
broke in the late 1960s and was replaced by silver. Two silver patens which
were part of the gift, though not currently in use, remain in the church's
possession; the matching chalices were probably those stolen in a 1932
burglary.)

Though no informa tion exists of the exact date of its installation, the
pulpit, designed by the Gorham Company and given in memory of George
Walker Meeker, was probably first used at about this time. Mr. Meeker,
forty -one years old, died on April 20, 1899, after a three -week illness
identified as "catarrh of the stomach, which developed into a complication of
illnesses." His father Arthur was the founder of the wholesale coal dealers
A.B. Meeker and Company, and George Meeker was at the time of his death
employed by thatfi  rm's successor, E.L. Hedstrom Company. A Chicago
native and an 1879 graduate of Yale University, he was described in an April
21 Chicago Times -Herald obituary as "prominent in social and business
circles ... an enthusiastic university man ... universally e steemed." He had
been proposed as a member of the vestry in early 1899 but had refused
election to that body. He was survived by his widow, Louise Ackerman
Meeker, and two children, seven -year -old Margaret and five  -year -old
Lawrence, who remained active me mbers of the parish; Lawrence Meeker
served on the vestry in the early years of Norman Hutton's tenure as rector,
and Margaret Meeker was married at St. Chrysostom's in 1914,

The lectern, a memorial to Joseph Kirkbride Milnor (a salesman who
died in 1892 ) was also given at this period. According to an article in the
February 1904 issue of the Diocese of Chicago magazine, the lectern, also
manufactured by Gorham, had been exhibited by that company at the
World's Fair of 1893. (The lectern which it replaced was donated to Christ
Church, Woodlawn.)
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For reasons now unknown, Joseph Bowen resigned as junior warden in
1898, probably transferring his membership back to St. James, where the
family had worshipped prior to the founding of St. Chrysostom's. John Che w
was elected as his successor. In 1901 when Henry Durkee (again for reasons
unknown) resigned as senior warden, Dr. Chew became senior warden and
William Street was chosen junior warden. The two men would continue in
their positions for a record length of time, Dr. Chew serving as senior
warden for twenty  -three years until his death in 1924 and Mr. Street as
junior warden for seventeen years until his death in 1918; these records will
almost certainly never be surpassed, since canon law now places four -year
limits on the terms of wardens.

Stained glass windows in each man's memory were dedicated on April
17, 1927. Dr. Chew is commemorated by the window in the south aisle
representing St. Mark. The day's bulletin described him as "eminent for his
piety and devotion to the cause of Christ; a gentleman, a crusader in every
worthy cause and a citizen of high repute.” The small representation of the
Judgment of Solomon in this window is said to typify his character, and

almost certainly alludes to some of the di fficult decisions he faced in his
twenty -three years as senior warden. A contemporary cartoon in a book
published early in the century depicting well -known Chicagoans shows him

listening to a harried father at the other end of a telephone wire: "Come
quick ly 'Doc’, baby's sick."

The St. John the Baptist window in the south aisle was given in
memory of Mr. Street, "a founder of the Parish ... conspicuous for his sound
business judgment and standing in the forefront of the Banking profession,”
whose "Christia n life was held in high esteem by his contemporaries.” The
small stag in the window symbolizes his kindness and gentleness; the altar,
his dedication to the church, while the angel with a model of the church
refers to his activity as founder of the parish. The window contains a
representation of the seal of the diocese, appropriate for a member of a
family well known for two generations in the Episcopal church in the diocese
of Chicago. William Street and his brother Charles were the sons of a priest
who ha d emigrated from Canada to lowa before the Civil War; both men
later came to Chicago. Charles Street, for many years a vestry member and
warden at St. James Church, had served on the finance committee of the
original St. James Mission. His second wife Rosa lind was a sister of Edward
Larrabee, for many years rector of the Church of the Ascension. Their son
Charles Larrabee Street was elected suffragan bishop of the diocese in 1949;
Robert Howell recalled Bishop Street's comment that he particularly enjoyed
his visitations to St. Chrysostom's because of his family's ties to the parish.
William Street's wife Emily also belonged to a family of some note in the
diocese; she was the sister of Harry Pardee of St. Chrysostom's 1893 finance

Copyright 2002, 2003, 2004, 2005, 2006, 2007, 2008, 2009 Saint Chrysostom's EfiScopa Pagel5



The History of St. Chrysostomos

committee and of the Rever  end Luther Pardee, for many years a priestin
the diocese.

S. Wesley Martin resigned as organist and choirmaster in 1902 and
was replaced by Charles E. Allum. (Mr. Allum and his brother George were
later elected to the vestry; George Allum served for a sh ort period as its
clerk.) A few records of parish activities exist from this period. The 1903
Sunday school library catalogue survives; it included not only strictly
religious literature, but Alice in Wonderland, the fairy tales of Hans Christian
Andersen, and books by Louisa May Alcott and Horatio Alger. Ben Hur,
Vanity Fair and Richard Ill are marked with an asterisk as "suitable for older
readers.” Itis noted that "a large number of the volumes are not suitable
for Sunday reading."”

By 1903, after ne arly ten years of service, the church building was
apparently in need of repair. A hardwood floor was installed in the
basement, which was completely redecorated in time for fall activities, the
costs being met with money raised by the Girls' Friendly Soci ety, the Young
Men's Club and the teachers in the Ministering Children's League; at this
time the basement included a guild room also used by the Sunday School,
and space for the infant school, choir and Women's Auxiliary. The Diocese of
Chicago for Februa ry 1904 describes work done in the church itself later in
1903:

Christmas Day was exceptionally bright for the Reuv.
Thaddeus A. Snively, rector of S. Chrysostom's, Chicago, on
account of the beautiful Christmas gift made to him by the active
and generous planning of some of the congregation. It was due
to the energy of two of the ladies of the congregation, though
many responded to their appeal. Nine years of use had left the
carpet of the church, and also the walls looking rather shabby
and worn, and the  plan was to give the rector a Christmas
surprise by having a new carpet laid and the walls decorated
before Christmas.

It was necessary to consult him officially, and also
thoughtfully to learn his preferences, and thus the surprise was
for himten days b  efore Christmas when he was told that the
work was to be done at once, and thoroughly, and without any
burden of anxiety as to the ways and means for the rector or the
vestry.

And it was well carried out. The work began December 16,
and completed on Chris  tmas Eve in time for the Christmas
decorations. When it is remembered that this was accomplished
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in seven working days, that it included the cleaning of all the

walls, their treatment ... and the laying on of the rich color, and

that every seat had to be m oved three times (and some carried
out of the church) for the taking up of the old carpet, the

cleaning of the floor and finally the laying of the new carpet, it

will appear to everyone as an unusual exhibition of energy

applied to things ecclesiastical.

The nave ... is carpeted in a red ingrain, while in the
chancel and the broad aisle of the choir there is a red velvet
carpet.

All the kneeling pads of the church were re -covered in a
plush of a color in harmony with the rich tint of the walls. It
seems sc arcely possible that so small a change as color properly
applied (though only in one tone) could make such a great
improvement ... At the same time the vestry room was re -
colored ... and a beautiful Wilton rug placed there. The total
expenditure was more  than $1,000.

The redecoration of the church must have been welcomed by Edward
Martyn's older daughter Hazel, whose wedding to New York doctor Edward
Trudeau (son of the founder of the tuberculosis sanitarium at Saranac Lake,

N.Y.) took place at St. Chryso stom's on the twenty  -eighth of the month.
Chicago newspapers devoted considerable space to the wedding and its

attendant festivities. Hazel Martyn was artistically talented; the newspapers
recorded that her husband's gift to her was an etching press and th at the
couple's apartment in New York was fitted out with a studio for her work.

The younger Martyn daughter Dorothy, still in her early teens, was maid of

honor at the ceremony. Newspaper accounts of the decoration of the church

make the first known refer ence to the large wooden crosses topped with
candles, still used at the ends of the pews at Christmastide and for

weddings. Two days later, on December 30, the entire city was shocked by

the Iroquois Theater tragedy. Over six hundred persons were killed d uring a
matinee when a fire in the scenery spread rapidly through the building; no

exits were marked, a number of the doors were locked, and many persons

were either trampled to death or died of smoke inhalation. Among the

deceased was sixty -year -old St. C hrysostom's parishioner Fanny Guthrie
Meriam, who had been attending the theater with forty -year -old Mrs.
Elizabeth Duvall and Mrs. Duvall's daughter Sarah (possibly Mrs. Meriam's
daughter and granddaughter) who also died in the fire. "DEATH ENDS A

USEFUL LIFE," read her obituary in the January 3, 1904 Tribune, the day
after her funeral at St. Chrysostom's.

Mrs. Henry Howard Meriam ... was an active worker in
church and club circles. She was prominent in the parishes of the
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Church of Our Saviour and St. Chr ysostom's, and belonged to
societies in both. She was vice president of the lllinois State
Federation of Women's Clubs, president of the Alternate Club,
member of the Lake View Woman's Club, chairman of the board

of directors of the Home for the Aged ... i n all of which she made
herself valuable because of her executive abilities. She had won
success as a lecturer, and her final public appearance was at St.
James' parish house on Dec. 10 in a stereopticon lecture on

'Famous Bell Towers' for the benefit of t he Home for the Aged of
the Episcopal church ... She was a woman of high intellectual

ability and rare social attainments, and her loss will be felt by a

large circle of friends.

1903 was probably the year of the first of a series of annual fairs
sponsored by the Young Men's Club ("all Young Men of good character are
cordially invited to come down and meet the boys") and the Girls' Friendly
Society (which welcomed "all Young Ladies of respectable character").

Though no information on the 1903 fair survives, parish archives contain
programs from the second and third annual fairs of 1904 and 1905. The fairs
were held on three evenings and included a raffle and a variety of
entertainment: monologues, recitations and musical numbers (the Day

Dream Orchestra perf  ormed in 1904; we do not know if this was a parish

group or hired for the occasion). The major feature was a comic one -act play
performed by members of the parish. The 1905 production, Who Is Who, or,
Allin a Fog, had a plot hinging on the confusion betwe en a man hired as a

"gentleman's gentleman” by the father of the house and a suitor calling upon
the daughter. These fairs mark the first recorded instances of dramatic and
musical entertainment at St. Chrysostom's; through the years plays, play
reading gr oups and musical programs have remained popular parish
activities.

An invitation to the "3rd Annual Minstrel and Social," (admission
charge, twenty -five cents), held February 5, 1907, also survives in the
archives. Minstrel shows with their blackface perfo rmers would not be
acceptable today, but in those years were a popular form of entertainment.
(A sample joke from a minstrel show at the Church of the Epiphany, quoted
in John Henry Hopkins' history, may be cited: "'Mr. Bones': What did the
rector say when he fell off his bicycle in front of Epiphany Church? 'End -
man': | don't know, what? ‘Mr. Bones': Here endeth the second lesson.")

The February 1904 Diocese of Chicago article quoted earlier contained
an optimistic assessment of parish finances: all debt had been paid but the
present $5,000 mortgage, and "as the property and gifts represent a value
of $5,000, the congregation which is not large nor wealthy has every reason
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for feeling that Christmas, 1903, was not only a very bright day for the

rector but also for every member of the congregation." These comments
would be proved inaccurate in the ensuing years. Although the annual
meeting of 1902 had reported that nearly $6000 in pew rents had been
received during the year, mention had also been made of a declinein
revenues. The following year's annual meeting lists under "liabilities" in the
budget "five months salary to rector." Vestry minutes of the period allude
continually to financial problems; committees were frequently appointed to
investigate the  situation and reports received, but there are no indications of
action which may have been taken. (It is possible that the vestry disagreed

on possible courses of action, since at this time and shortly afterward there
seems to have been some dissension amo ng the group.)

By June 1905 the parish had borrowed $5000, probably using part of
the sum to pay the salary still owing Mr. Snively, and in April 1906 the
vestry was unwillingly forced to accept the rector's recommendation that his
salary be reduced from  $3600 to $2400 a year. At this meeting the wardens
agreed to meet with Bishop Charles P. Anderson to discuss the church’'s
problems and "find ways to increase interest and attendance"; a letter was
also sent to the parishioners (unfortunately, no informati on on either the
bishop's recommendations or the letter and possible response from
parishioners survives). By 1907 the situation was so bad that the parish
budget could not cover the $225 due on the mortgage; the Young Men's
Club and the Girls' Friendly So  ciety (possibly using the proceeds from
another annual fair) were fortunately willing and able to make the payment.

Mr. Snively, in the circumstances, had apparently become
discouraged. Now fifty  -six years old, he had lived through difficult situations
in both church and personal life, and may have felt unready to begin the
process of rebuilding the church he had helped to establish some fourteen
years earlier. On April 11, 1907, he submitted in writing his resignation to
the vestry.

After long and seriou s thought, | have decided that the
time has come for my laying down the honor of the rectorship of
this Parish.  The Lent and Easter just past, brought to a close my
fifteenth winter in this work.

In that time, since | began the mission service, many
blessings and many sorrows have come to me, and there are
manifold close bonds of affection and gratitude binding me in
memory to this dear Parish.

To take this step is for me one of the most severe
decisions of life.
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He pointed out that the parish remained fre e of floating debt through
Easter and that the insurance was paid through December 1907, and
expressed his gratitude for the offer of the Young Men's Club and the Girls'
Friendly Society to make the mortgage payment. His original plan was to
resign as of M ay 1, but he indicated that he would remain until July 1 if
necessary and did in fact stay on until that date; the vestry, however,
refused to accept his request that his salary be reduced to $100 a month for
the remainder of his time at St. Chrysostom's. Accordingtoa Chicago
Tribune story of April 16, 1907, "many of the parishioners believe the growth
and prosperity of the church to have been the direct results of Mr. Snively's
untiring zeal and labor,” and a number of older parishioners urged him to
rec onsider his decision.

An unidentified newspaper clipping from Maude Snyder's collection
gives a somewhat different account of the resignation, and seems to indicate
a state of mind which in the 1990s might be described as "burnout.”

QUITS HIS PULPITIND ISGUST.
The Rev. T.A. Snively Says Sunday Golf and Autos Thin Flock.

The Rev. Thaddeus A. Snively, disgusted because society
people appear to him to be more fond of automobiling, golf and
country outings on Sunday than attendance at church services,
has re signed the rectorship of St. Chrysostom's Episcopal
Church, 544 Dearborn avenue. His church being one of the most
fashionable in the city, a falling off in attendance from these
causes is said by him to have been marked.

Mr. Snively built up St. Chrysostom 's Church from an
abandoned mission ... to a flourishing parish ... The religious
enthusiasm of the pastor and his charm and personality, with the
aid of devoted church workers, had begun to accomplish
wonders when the attraction of beautiful suburbs and o utdoor
recreations caused a halt in the plans. Now Mr. Snively ...
declares he wants to give way to a younger man.

"It seems the whole world is going pleasure mad," Mr.
Snively is quoted as having said last night. "First it was the
bicycle fad, then golf, and now it is automobiling, golf and
Sunday house parties. Whether my parish has been harder hit
by these fads than other parishes or districts is more than | can
say, but | am inclined to think so. However, fifteen years in one
pastorate is a long time an d | need a rest."
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Dr. John H. Chew ... a warden of St. Chrysostom's church,
does not subscribe to the theory that spiritual welfare is being
neglected by the rich more than before the advent of
automobiles. "Former members of the congregation who have
left us to live along the beautiful north shore | am sure are not
neglected spiritually ... Notwithstanding the attractions of
outdoor and country life for the rich, it must not be inferred that
religious worship is forgotten."

The news story is one of the e arliest references to St. Chrysostom's
image as a fashionable parish: an oversimplification both then and now.
Although a number of members of the congregation have through the years
been known for their civic and social activities, there have also been ma ny
who have not come from a "society" background (Frederick Spalding, who
began work at fourteen, is a case in point), and parishioners such as
wardens John Chew and William Street were apparently known as much for
their activity in good causes and for the ir Christian lives as for their social
status.

Another recurring theme is the loss of parishioners to the suburbs,
probably motivated less by the pleasures of "automobiling, golf and Sunday
house parties” than by the desire of young families to bring up their children
in a suburban environment. Fortunately during the history of the parish
there have always been families who have remained in the city and been
active at St. Chrysostom's; frequently, too, suburban residents moving to
the city after their chi  |dren have grown have become members of the parish.
The parish has also throughout its history been home to many people not
part of traditional families who have put their talents to use in its service, so
that it has remained strong and active despite the loss of some members to
the suburbs over the years.

The stained glass window in the chapel given in Mr. Snively's memory
some twenty years after his departure took for its subject the prophet Job.

(Its donor, Henry Bannard, president of a brewery in the early years of the
century, made a special point of recording not only his religion but also his
membership at St. Chrysostom's in his biography in the 1905 edition of The

Book of Chicagoans. ) The bulletin on the date of its dedication (November

29, 1928) states that the yellow tunic, blue mantle and touches of red in

Job's garments symbolize suffering, loyalty and self -sacrifice. "Above him is
the Heavenly Crown of Stars; beneath, a Tiger intersected by the rays of a

Star. These two symbols in conjunction suggest Faith overcoming Pain ...
The entire composition of these windows intends to symbolize one who

displayed courage, patience, fortitude and a devoted Christian manhood
throughout a life of affliction."”
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HI STORY OF ST. CHRYSOSTOM6S CHURCH
CHAPTER 2
Robert M. Kemp: A Time of Crisis, 1907 -1908

By m id-June 1907 the vestry had narrowed its search for a new rector
to three candidates, and late in the month the group selected the Reverend
Robert Morris Kemp as its new rector, at a salary of $2400 a year. Like Mr.
Snively, Mr. Kemp had ties to the city o f Troy, New York. The Kemps may
well have been known to Mr. Snively at least by reputation. Mr. Kemp's
father William was a well ~ -known Troy business leader, described in
contemporary histories of the city as "among the most intelligent and
sagacious of the  business men of Troy" and "an inspiring example to the
youth of our land.”" A self  -made man who had left school at the age of nine,
he became president of a brass foundry and a bank, served as mayor of the
city from 1873 to 1875, was active in the Republic an party, and served as
trustee of a number of institutions in the city and senior warden of Christ
Episcopal Church. Robert Kemp himself was unmarried, and at this time
probably in his mid  -forties; he was a graduate of Williams College (there is
no inform ation on the seminary which he attended) and had served for
seventeen years as curate of St. Paul's Church, New York City, until
December 1906. (St. Paul's was a chapel of Trinity Church in lower
Manhattan; its building dated from colonial days, and George Washington is
said to have worshiped there.) His selection as rector may not have satisfied
all the members of the vestry; some members including Frederick Spalding
resigned following the choice, possibly because Mr. Kemp's churchmanship
was higher thant hat of his predecessor.

At first, matters appeared to be going well under the new rector. In
November 1907, the vestry discussed the possibility of purchasing a parish
house for the church, and by early 1908 had bought a building at 508 (later
1344) Dearbo rn Avenue to serve as parish house and rectory. Plans for use
of the building were discussed; the Women's Guild presented the vestry with
its views, and the development of an "institutional mission" seems to have
been under consideration. The confirmation class of spring 1908 numbered
26, considerably more than in the later years of Mr. Snively's tenure.

The Tribune of May 3 contained a lengthy feature describing the

parish's forthcoming bazaar to raise funds for furnishing the new building.

To those who remember the late Dr. Christopher and his
work for and among children, it seems a natural sequence of
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events that his old home at 508 Dearborn Avenue should be

converted into a center for church settlement work - an

institution wherein the child plays so important a part. St.

Chrysostom's church, up on Dearborn Avenue, has purchased

the home and, under the leadership of the new rector, the Rev.

Robert Morris Kemp, is to enlarge its plans for the church

settlement work. With the furnishing and equipment of this new

parish house as an object, the parishioners have arranged a

bazaar, which ... will include the sale of both useful and fancy

articles, and ... is to be given in the new house in the nature of a

housewarming on the afternoon and evening of May 7 an d 8.
A table d'héte supper will be served May 8 from 6 until 8

o'clock, and there will be numerous sideshows in the way of

continuous vaudeville, a silhouette artist, and all the various

booths and tables which constitute a bazaar.

Martha Deane, who hadta  ken an active part in the bazaars of the
1890s, was "chairman” of this event: other workers from earlier years who
participated in the 1908 bazaar included Della Conover, Alice Chew and her
daughter Elizabeth Forbes. Also in charge of tables included Alice Norcross,
whose husband Frederic had been elected to the vestry three years earlier;
Mrs. J.H. Crampton, whose daughter Julia later married John Redmond, a
member of the vestry from 1909 to 1959; Mrs. D. Mark Cummings, for many
years active in the parish Mothers' Club; and "Miss Allum," in charge of the
choir booth, probably a sister or daughter of choir director Charles Allum.

But problems arose a short time later. Toward the end of May Mr.
Kemp left the city and returned east "much broken in health." New spaper
stories in July indicated that charges of alcohol abuse and other behavior
unacceptable by present standards as well as by those of 1908 had been
raised; the charges were put before Bishop Anderson, but no action could be
taken immediately since the bishop was vacationing in Europe. Mr. Kemp
resigned, ostensibly due to "ill health,” on July 7. Some members of the
vestry hoped that the situation had ended and that the parish could put the
events behind it; others did not wish to select a new rector im mediately,
feeling that Mr. Kemp would be cleared on investigation and would be able
to return to St. Chrysostom's. A three -man committee appointed by the
bishop to inquire into the charges did not issue its findings until early
December. The two clerical members of the committee found Mr. Kemp
innocent but the lay member, a judge and senior warden of a parish in the
diocese, submitted a report expressing his disagreement with the majority
findings. Under the circumstances, Mr. Kemp refused to return.
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The m atter did not end there; the case seems to have aroused
considerable controversy among St. Chrysostom's vestry and throughout the
parish. A Tribune accountin late December indicates that dissension on the
vestry was so great that both wardens absented the mselves from regularly
scheduled meetings for several months in late 1908 to prevent any action
being taken by the group. (We cannot confirm the accuracy of this story, but
it is a matter of record that the vestry did not meet officially between July
1908 and early 1909.) Several vestry resigned, including George Allum,
treasurer and clerk of the vestry, and his brother Charles, who also gave up
his position as organist; Frederick Spalding stepped down as Sunday school
superintendent. The problems of the ch urch and of Mr. Kemp remained in
the news for some time afterward; Mr. Kemp was indicted on several
charges and, after some delay, was tried and acquitted in March 1910.

It appears that Mr. Kemp never returned to the active ministry; as his
trial was postp oned on at least one occasion because of the state of his
health, his physical condition may have prevented his return to parish work.
His obituary in the July 17, 1940 New York Times made mention only of his
service at St. Paul's Church and did not refer to his brief tenure at St.
Chrysostom's. He returned to New York City after leaving St. Chrysostom's,
and in later years was active in the Masons as grand chaplain of their New
York State Lodge; his Masonic funeral was held at a funeral home rather
than a church.

Endnotes

The present street numbering system in Chicago was adopted September
1, 1909. Street numbers, names and designations (Street, Avenue, etc.) for
the early years of the church's history are those in use at the time, with
present equiva lents given where necessary.

A considerably less flattering portrait of a clergyman said to be modeled
on Mr. Snively appeared in Margaret Horton Potter's 1899 novel, A Social
Lion. The novel created a sensation since many of its characters bore some
resemblance to Chicagoans of the time; the Reverend Titus Emollitus
Snippington, "the darling pastor of St. Matthew's Episcopal Church, the
saintliest lady's clergyman in the city, the most despicable man in his
parish," is represented as the father ofa s on by a ballet dancer. The pastor
loses his position when this fact is revealed to the bishop.

Two biographies of John Chrysostom taken from parish bulletins appear
in appendix 1.
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By 1909 the Hermon Baptist Church, a predominantly African -Ameri can
congregation, had moved to St. Chrysostom's former site on Clark Street.

The original main altar, cross and candlesticks were moved to the chapel
after the dedication of the present main altar in 1926; after completion of
the present Crane altar and reredos in the chapel in 1948, the altar and
cross were used by the Church School in the old children's chapel (located in
what is now the nursery). After construction of the present children's chapel
in 1959 -60, the cross was not regularly used until the early 1990s when it
was moved to the Crane altar.

We may hope that worshipers were not inconvenienced by the error in
the service announcement which gave the church's former Clark Street
address.

Some of the practices which disturbed th e author of the  Tribune article
are now noncontroversial, such as the use of the Kyrie eleison and elevation
of the Host; others, including the service of Benediction of the Blessed
Sacrament, have not become widely used in the Episcopal Church.

Mrs. Deane's husband Ruthven was the president of the lllinois Audubon
Society. Their son Charles served on the vestry from 1913 to 1917.

George Meeker's nephew Arthur Meeker was a novelist best known for
his book Prairie Avenue, a fictionalized account  of life among the Chicago
residents of that street in the late nineteenth and early twentieth century.

At some time after her husband's death in 1911 Louise DeKoven Bowen
returned to St. Chrysostom's and remained a member until her death at 94
on Nove mber 9, 1953.

It is not known whether the setting of the Sanctus by "Allum," used
occasionally at services in the 1930s and 1940s, was Charles Allum's
composition.

Norman Hutton's recollections of the church at the time of his arrival
indicate that the "rich color" was a dark red.

Later events in the lives of the families are of some interest. Edward
Trudeau died unexpectedly in May 1904, after which Hazel Martyn pursued

her artistic career in Europe; in 1909 she married the English portrait painter
Sir William Lavery. "The beautiful Lady Lavery" was the model for the female
figure on the currency designed by her husband for the state of Ireland

after its independence in 1922. Dorothy Martyn's life was a sadder one. After
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the death of her mo  ther and grandmother she had no fixed residence but
passed her time making long visits to friends and relatives, became

attracted by the fad of "fasting" (anorexia) and died of malnutrition in

October 1911 at the age of 23. A present -day descendant of the  Trudeau
family (though not a direct descendant of Hazel and Edward Trudeau) is
cartoonist Garry Trudeau, creator of the comic strip Doonesbury.
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HI STORY OF ST. CHRYSOSTOM6S CHURCH
CHAPTER 3
Norman Hutton: Reviving the "Shell of a Parish ,"1909 -1917

The events associated with Mr. Kemp's tenure as rector and the period
which immediately followed it left the parish in desperate straits. The last
months of 1908 and the beginning of 1909 were certainly the low point in
St. Chrysostom's histor  y. A 1928 mailing recalled this troubled time: "We
had but the shell of a parish ... we were few in number, discouraged, and
almost disbanded.” However, by early 1909 the vestry had begun the
process of selecting a new rector; in contrast to present practi ce, the
candidates visited St. Chrysostom's and preached before the congregation.

In late February the first man chosen immediately refused the call. This was
almost certainly providential. Nothing further is known of the vestry's

original choice, while th e Reverend Norman Hutton, elected two weeks later
on March 5, 1909, would prove to be the man who, more than any one

person, is responsible for the parish as we know it today.

Mr. Hutton was born in Baltimore on June 20, 1876; he was a
graduate of Hobart C  ollege and General Theological Seminary. In 1905, the
year of his seminary graduation, he married Anne Butler; the couple had two
children, Norman, Jr. and Nancy, at the time they came to Chicago (a third
child, Edward Butler, was born in March 1914). Befo re coming to St.
Chrysostom's Norman Hutton had served parishes on Long Island 0 two
years at the Church of the Nativity, Mineola, and two years as rector of
Trinity Church, Roslyn.

Nearly twenty -five years later, in the January 1934 issue of the
Diocese (the diocesan magazine of the period) commemorating St.
Chrysostom's fortieth anniversary, Norman Hutton recalled the parish at the
time of his arrival in May 1909. "Together with a parish mortgage and about
four thousand of unpaid bills, St. Chrysostom's p resented a challenge. Most
people thought it was hopeless. |, too, would have felt this had | not met the
handful of devoted souls who had stood by in the hour of trial. These few,
some twenty -five families, had gone through trying days but were
determined that the parish should survive." The new rector's two previous
parishes had not made sufficient use of his talents: "I 0 at33 & wished for
challenge and hard work. | accepted the rectorship and events proved that |
found all that | was seeking ... Fromt he first day my people gave me
unqualified support.” According to the 1928 mailing, at the time of his arrival
"income was so small that outsiders had to guarantee the rector's salary"
(then $3000 a year) but, "within a year, our parish activities had alre ady
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made such progress, under the influence of his lovable personality and
cheery enthusiasm, that recourse to the salary guarantee was never
required.” Bishop Anderson had apparently spoken to the new rector at the
beginning of his tenure, indicating that success in his ministry at St.
Chrysostom's would only be obtained "on your knees"; a few years later,
Norman Hutton would write to the bishop that his successes had come when
he remembered this principle, and that his failures had occurred when he
had go ne ahead without prayerful consideration.

Dr. Hutton recalled in 1934 that the 1909 church building had "a
charm, restfulness and spiritual appeal that has always been its
characteristic. Somehow, in entering the old Church one felt it was 'a place
where God dwelt." Yet the physical condition of the building must have been
discouraging: "There were places in the roof with holes that let in the light;
rains had discolored the red calcimined walls. The iron gas pipes were coiled
around wooden nave pipes and were at all angles. Gas was the only means
of illumination. The Sanctuary was supported by four piles that had gradually
sunk and the weight hung upon two sturdy props. At the first vestry meeting
one of the members [whose identity is not known to us] adv anced enough
money to repair the roof, remove the red calcimine, replace it with a
pleasing gray, and make other immediately necessary repairs."

The departure of many parishioners had left vacancies in positions of
leadership. John Astley -Cock replaced Ch arles Allum as organist in February
1909; although his appointment was at first temporary, he continued in the
position for six years and remained an active member of the parish in
various capacities until the 1930s. Several new vestry were chosen in early
1909. Of these, John Redmond would prove to be the most distinguished.

Still in his mid  -twenties when elected, he would continue on the vestry for

fifty years until his death in 1959; since a rotating vestry with four -year
terms was introduced in 1960, hi s record of service will almost certainly
never be surpassed. He was named to the property committee, a position

which involved considerable responsibility given the condition of the

buildings and the many plans for repair and expansion introduced in

succe eding years. In addition he served for many years as an usher, and

was active in the Men's Club in the early years of Mr. Hutton's rectorship.

In 1910 he married parishioner Julia Crampton, whose mother Jane
had been active in the parish since its earlie st days. Mrs. Hutton was
godmother to the Redmonds' daughter Elizabeth, who has carried on the
family tradition of service as member and president of the Altar Guild and
the Women of St. Chrysostom's, church school teacher and lector, and has
herself serve d two four -yearterms on the vestry. Betty Redmond recalls
that her birthday fell on the same date as Mr. Hutton's, and that on several
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occasions when the rest of his family had left on vacation Norman Hutton
would join the Redmonds for a joint birthday ce lebration.

Other relatives and connections of the Redmond and Crampton
families have played important parts in the life of St. Chrysostom's, including
Julia Crampton's sister Pauline Crampton Warren, Pauline Warren's sister -in-
law Gladys Warren Wells, Mr  s. Wells' husband John and their children John
and Margaret. The younger John Wells married Martha Mullen in 1960; a
choir member for many years, Martha Wells also served as summer
substitute organist and carillonneur and as member and president of the
Altar Guild, as well as being a member of the Women's Guild and Lectors'
Guild. Their daughter Susan continued the family connection with the parish
into yet another generation, serving as a lector in the 1980s.

At Mr. Hutton's first vestry meeting in May, t he group voted to
contribute $200 for missions at the forthcoming annual diocesan convention;
the parish delegation at the convention increased the amount to $300, a
notable example of stewardship from a parish which had not been able to
guarantee its new rector's salary earlier in the year. Treasurer Perry
Shepard, elected to the vestry that spring, estimated in October 1909 that
income from pew rental for the year would total $2705, with $1292.20
received in pledges, an average pledge of $ .53 per person; pledge income
seems to have come mainly from contributions at Christmas and Easter
rather than weekly envelopes (envelope income was estimated at $508.25
for the year, with $338.78 in plate offerings). In the spring of 1910 the
parish arranged for a $2500 loan to help pay off its indebtedness; a number
of parishioners loaned $100 or $200 each to the church with repayment at
staggered intervals over a period of several years.

At about this time the parish began to put out a monthly publication,
St. Chrysost om's Herald ; the surviving copies of this magazine are an
invaluable source of information on parish activities. The August 1909 issue
included organist John Astley - Cock's description of the choirboys' two -week
encampment at Lake Nagowicka, Wisconsin in la te June and early July. The
group traveled by lake steamer to Milwaukee, then by interurban through
"extremely picturesque scenery" to Nagowicka, where the rector, who had
arrived by train earlier in the day, met the party in late afternoon. The
campers ro wed to their island campsite, where they put up the tents that
would accommodate them for their stay. As might be expected, swimming
was the most popular activity; there was also fishing (though the catch was
reported to be poor), ball playing and occasion al trips to the mainland for
supplies. Mrs. Belle Dunn, the choir mother, was part of the group and
appears to have been particularly helpful in entertaining the younger
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campers at the end of the day when they tended to become restless and
perhaps a little homesick.

On Sunday the choir sang at the parish church in Delafield
(coincidentally, dedicated to St. John Chrysostom); "Fr. Healey of the
Nashotah Mission," preacher at the service, commented: "This is the best
behaved boy choir | have ever seen; they usually arrive with a whoop and a
yelll"  (Mr. Astley -Cock hoped he would "not be taxed with undue pride" in
qguoting Fr. Healey, but commented that "the general behavior during camp
was particularly gratifying to those in charge.”) One afternoon the boys
hiked to the Nashotah Mission, where the Reverend Edward Larrabee (newly
installed as dean of Nashotah House seminary after some years as rector of
Chicago's Church of the Ascension) gave the group a tour. On another
evening the campers attended a carnival in town; the rector treated the
boys to unlimited ice cream at that day's evening meal, perhaps to
discourage their consumption of carnival food. While the boys "enjoyed the
possibilities of bucolic side  -shows" the rector and choirmaster visited with
Dr. S mythe, headmaster of St. John's Military Academy, who had given the
camp two tents and a canoe.

All the campers reportedly gained weight, not surprising when the "bill
of fare" for one week of the encampment is examined: a typical day's meals
included oa tmeal, sirloin steak and coffee for breakfast, roast prime ribs of
beef, mashed potatoes, green peas and purina custard at noonday dinner,
and a supper of roast beef hash, green peppers, Boston baked beans, French
toast and cocoa.

The entire cost of the e xcursion for the twenty  -one campers totaled
$316.00; choir concerts served to raise part of the money for the trip. In
1910 Maunder's "Penitence, Pardon and Peace," with baritone soloist Lionel
M. Parker and boy soprano soloist Harry M. Brauns, was perform ed on Good
Friday, March 25, while the same soloists with tenor George Bainbridge sang
with the choir on April 28 in Henry Ware Shelley's "The Soul Triumphant.”
On this occasion the choir was "assisted by an Auxiliary Choir of Ladies."

As membership had de clined so drastically, copies of a flyer to attract
new members were distributed in the neighborhood in the fall of 1909,
informing residents that the church had been "entirely renovated and the
structure placed in better condition than ever before. Mr. H utton has come
to us from ... Roslyn, L.I., and his vigor and forcefulness impress favorably
all who have attended our services ... If you are interested in the Episcopal
Church and its work in Chicago, we cordially invite you to attend St.
Chrysostom's an d join us in our endeavors to build up a parish which shall
be widely and permanently useful to the community in which we live."
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A more dramatic announcement to area residents, probably dating
from three or four years later, was designed to attract paris hioners to the
evening service, which at many periods in parish history was plagued with
poor attendance: "How do you spend Sunday evening? Come to the
People's Church, St. Chrysostom's, 1424 Dearborn Avenue (between
Schiller Street and Burton Place). JOIN IN THE STIRRING MUSIC! HEAR THE
GREAT BOY SOLOIST MASTER ELDEN DAY. The Sermons are lllustrated with
Colored Stereopticon Pictures. POPULAR HYMNS. A PEOPLE'S SERVICE. 7:30
P.M. Start the Week Right!"

Each year at Christmas Mr. Hutton sent his parishione rs a greeting
card with a message. His 1909 card read:

This is my Christmas greeting and wish for you.

It has no value in the market and no great art in its
making. But if you will let it mean to your heart what it means to
mine at this glad season, the re will be in it a worth above money
value and a beauty that art alone never gives.

| earnestly wish that every good brought into life by the
Christmas Christ may be yours.

That you may have a heart of cheer, a spirit of hope, a
hand of help, a life of lov e for every day in all the year. This is
my Christmas wish for you.

At Easter 1910 the rector's message stated that "if church attendance
is a sign, we may feel that we have advanced, as there has been a steady
increase at all services." He noted too that "guilds and clubs" had grown to
"splendid proportions": the Women's Guild had 30 members, the Men's Club
50, the Boys' Club 35 and the Girls' Club 12.

The January 1934 issue of the Diocese contained reminiscences by
Martha Deane, who had been active in the Women's Guild in the parish's
early years. The group met in the church basement and, "in spite of a small
membership and many drawbacks, the work went vigorously on, and,
besides the sewing, we often gave parish suppers and other social affairs,
even ente rtaining in our time the Diocesan Women's Auxiliary."

A newspaper clipping in parish archives describes the 1910 bazaar.
Mrs. Deane was in charge of the management committee; Mrs. John
Crampton (whose daughter Julia had recently married John Redmond) was
responsible for the supper. Mrs. William Street and Miss Florence Hutton (the
rector's sister) presided at the fancy table "laden with fluffy opera caps and
such wares." The art department, headed by Mrs. Hutton, Mrs. Perry
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Shepard and Mrs. John Chew, fea  tured brocade covered dictionaries and
butterfly dinner cards. Alice Wrenn Norcross, wife of vestry member Frederic
Norcross, was in charge of the toy department, whose wares included

"Parisian millinery for dolls" and Russian toys d swans, woolly toys and
emerald beetles. A gypsy tent, tulip bed, French pastry table (staffed by Miss
Margaret Conover, who would remain an active parishioner until her death in
1973) and a Christmas tree with Mrs. Santa Claus were also featured; an
unusual department was the t able under the direction of Mrs. Henry Tifft and
Mrs. John Manierre, with 1,242 pieces of wire hardware! The variety of
merchandise made a profit of $700.

By 1911, men began to take part in the bazaar. Norman Hutton and
John Astley -Cock appealed for men  to donate articles that might be useful
for "the rector's table" or to make a cash contribution to the cause, a
tradition which continued for twenty years. In February 1911, the Women's
Guild held a rummage sale at Mozart Hall on Sedgwick Street; profits o f over
$100 were given to the Sunday School building fund.

The meeting of the diocesan Women's Auxiliary referred to by Mrs.
Deane took place in 1916, when the church facilities were in better shape to
handle a large group. A considerable effort must have been required, since
between 600 and 700 women attended the May 25 meeting, a morning
service at which the "United Offering” (now the United Thank Offering) was
received, followed by lunch at a cost of $ .75.

The Men's Club met in the evenings; a smoker wa s scheduled on
November 18, 1909, while a little over a year later, on February 15, 1911, a
municipal judge with the distinctive name of Fred L. Fake spoke to the
group. It is to be hoped that his topic had no personal allusion to any of the
members: a Tribune story next day quotes the judge as saying, "Few
persons can appreciate the sufferings of bank presidents who are compelled
to serve prison terms ... Frequently men of good instincts get the impetus
for a criminal career from their first term in jail." On Election Day, April 4,
1911, when a speech by a Spanish - American War correspondent formed part
of the program, vestry member Angus Hibbard, president of the Chicago
Telephone Company, arranged for the group to receive the election results
by telephone. Mr. Hibbard was an amateur musician and composer; the
evening ended with a performance of the "Chicago Songs" composed by
him. Announcements of club programs often concluded with the words:

"Bring Your Pipe."

By spring 1910 two Boys' Club groups met in th e church; an afternoon
group known as the Sir Galahad Club, and an evening group (which
apparently had no distinctive name) for boys who worked during the
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daytime. Both took as their theme chivalry and the knightly orders of knight,
squire and page, a popu lar choice for boys' activities at that time; the
Women's Guild made "distinctive regalia” for the members.

The Girls' Friendly Society (whose members were in their teens and
preteens) met under the direction of Gertrude Gamble Shepard, whose
husband Perry served on the vestry and as parish treasurer from 1909 to
1917. Parish programs sponsored by the group included an entertainment on
October 25, 1911 at which most of the features were provided by children,
and a strawberry social in June 1914. Mrs. Shepar d must have been highly
gifted in working with the group; after her untimely death at the age of 30 in
January 1912, the  Herald paid tribute to her "good judgment, keen intellect,
powers of expression and tactfulness." Later that year the Herald recorded a
change in the starting time of the GFS meetings from 8 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.
for the convenience of "business girls”; dinner was followed by work on
sewing projects, and meetings ended promptly at 9:30. Another girls' group,
the St. Mary's Guild, met in the a fternoons to dress dolls for the bazaar and
to sew and make scrapbooks for hospitals, and held monthly "Social
Afternoons" with refreshments.

After two years at which the choirboys' annual encampment was held
at sites in Wisconsin, Mr. Hutton and Mr. Astle y-Cock decided that the parish
should acquire a permanent campsite to avoid the problem of finding a
suitable location each year. Land on Lake Chapin, three miles from Berrien
Springs, Michigan, was purchased; transportation costs from Chicago would
be rea sonable, and the site was close enough to Berrien Springs that
supplies could be brought without too much difficulty but far enough that
"the attractions of a town" would, it was hoped, not "prove too alluring” to

the campers. Lake Chapin, formed by dammin g the St. Joseph River at
Berrien Springs, had facilities suitable for both beginning and advanced
swimmers.

Ina Herald article, John Astley -Cock described the 1911 camping
season. The rector and five older boys arrived a day ahead of the rest of the
grou p, traveling to the site by lake steamer, interurban and motor boat.
Justin Langille, piloting the motor boat, "at Berrien bridge ... mistook the
stability of a canoe for that of a scow, with the result that the Rector
practised total immersion. He emerge d with but a dry face 0 to his watch!
Grabbing his presentation time -piece as the canoe tipped he held it aloft,
while from the deeper water pellucidly bubbled up the words 'Hora
novissima, tempora pessima sunt, vigilemus!" [The hour is late, the times
are evil, let us keep watch! 0 words from a medieval Latin hymn.]
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As the site had been purchased only a few weeks before the camping
season, the campers had considerable work to do: one hour a day was spent
building a bungalow, driving a well and constructin g steps from the bluffside
site down to the lake. "Camps, no more than Rome, are constructed in a
day," commented Mr. Astley - Cock. Afterward there was time for other
activities: swimming, fishing, hiking, picking fruit. The "long four -mile walk"
to Berrien Springs "considerably discounted the appeal of the insidious ice -
cream and the enticing marsh -mallow." The camp followed the practice of a
"safe and sane Fourth of July" without fireworks, the day being observed by
a track meet which ended with a game of indoor baseball. "Roland Harz
captured many a brilliant fly’ ... Even little Bobbie Hall was known to make
first occasionally.” Mr. Gunnard Olsen's umpiring received high praise: "In
the language of the Fan he exhibited an 'imperturbable Angora’' ... Not e ven
with one -all in the second of the ninth, two out and the bases full would he
get rattled.”

Some of the men from the choir and one or two other parishioners
made short visits; John Astley - Cock urged others to do so the following year
to learn that the ¢ hoirboys were not only "kids -kids -kids" and "a corporate
nuisance" but "lovable human entities.” His final words set forth a goal which
would be achieved some years later: "It is our earnest prayer that this
Summer Camp may reach beyond the special needs o f our Chair into the
limitless realm of institutional activity."

Although the parish house at 1344 North Dearborn was still owned by
the church and used for some activities, the Sunday School as well as the
Women's Guild met in the church basement. In spr ing 1912 treasurer Perry
Shepard reported that the basement had been "greatly improved with new
paint, electric light, and lockers in the choir rehearsal room; most of the
works ... had been done by the Women's Guild, choir and Boys' Club at no
cost to the church." (Presumably the installation of electric light was done
professionally and the assistance of the parish groups in this particular part
of the work was financial only.) The lighting was installed in time for the
Women's Guild bazaar of December 5, 1911, which was held in the
basement rather than, as in previous years, at the parish house, which was
"too small to accommodate the Booths and allow easy access and
circulation.”

The Junior Forward Movement, the boys' group referred to by Mr.
Shepard, wa s described by Mr. Hutton in the February 1912 Herald as "the
most interesting and remarkable movement that the rector can recall since
the assumption of his present incumbency." The group had begun as a
Sunday School class under Theodore Morrison and "bec ame not only
interested in their work, but, under the genius of their leader, imbued with
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an esprit de corps"; at a time when parish finances were in shaky condition,

their work in the basement 0 painting woodwork, oiling the floor, repairing

and construct ing furniture & must have been of special value. On February

7, 1912 the group put on a special program for the Men's Club, with a

speaker from Hull House discussing that organization's work with boys and

an exhibition boxing match by member Justin Langill e and an instructor from
the University of Wisconsin. Later that spring the group performed a play,

The Toastmaster: a College Comedy, with proceeds given to the Sunday
School fund.

Most of the members of the group did not come from the wealthier
neighbo rhoods of State or Astor Streets. City directory listings indicate that
the boys' fathers included a carpenter, a chef and an electrician; most lived
in an area to the west of the church within two or three blocks on either side
of Division Street. Althoug h the group's founder Theodore Morrison left
shortly after this to go into business in lowa, many of its members remained
active in the parish for some years, and the organization was one of which
he and Mr. Hutton could well be proud.

The schedule of serv ices at St. Chrysostom's for Lent 1911 is still
extant. Holy Communion was celebrated at 8 a.m. on Ash Wednesday and
on every Wednesday during Lent; the Litany was read on Fridays at 10 a.m.,
and there was daily Evensong at 5 p.m., which according to the Herald was
well - attended. The confirmation classes of the years 1906 through 1910
made corporate communions at the 8:00 service on Sundays during Lent;
the Sunday School teachers, Women's Guild and other groups provided
breakfast after the service. The mes sage accompanying the schedule
recommended some ways to observe the season: "What is your besetting
sin? Search your heart prayerfully until you find it, then strive by the help of
God to overcome it. Read again the sacred Passion history. Learn anew how
the Master suffered and shed His precious blood to wash away the guilt of
thy sin. It will help you to abandon the sin itself.” Persons familiar with St.
Chrysostom's in the 1940s and 1950s, when its reputation as a militant low
church parish was at its hei ght, would have been surprised to read in this
message: "Countless thousands of souls have found in Sacramental
Confession the joy of restored Christian fellowship."

Parishioners were encouraged to make their Easter communions at
one of the two early ser  vices (7 and 8 a.m.) and return at 11 a.m. for the
music; the 11 a.m. service on Easter Day must have been crowded, since
tickets were required for admission. This was apparently not uncommon at
the period; the Church of the Ascension also required tickets for admission
to its Easter High Mass. St. Chrysostom's seems to have discontinued the
use of tickets not long afterward, but revived the practice at the time of the
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dedication of the carillon in 1927 and continued it until 1965. It was a
diocesan or nati onal church requirement that communicants return a form
indicating that they had received the sacrament at a service during Easter
week; parishioners were reminded to bring their forms to the service.

The fall 1911 issues of the Herald document the organiz  ation of Troop
40, one of the earliest Boy Scout troops in the city, under the direction of
the rector and of scoutmaster Justin Langille. Not long afterward, Frederick
Spalding became the scoutmaster. Under his leadership the Scouts thrived,;
by 1917 Troop s 40, 41 and 43 were based at St. Chrysostom's, as well as a
group of about forty junior scouts including Norman Hutton, Jr.

Parish scouting activities were frequently recorded in newspaper
stories. A Tribune paragraph mentions a hike from Waukegan to Gr ays Lake
in May 1915, while in the following year the Daily News "Wide Awake Club"
children's page gave an account of Troop 40's two weeks at the choir camp
after the departure of the choirboys (the first such camping trip for the
Scouts took place in 1913 ). On January 27, 1917, the same section featured
Frederick Spalding's tribute to former Junior Forward Movement member
Jack Geddeis, assistant scoutmaster of Troop 41, who had been appointed
chairman of the Scouts' district life saving commission. Mr. Spa Iding
described an incident at the camp in 1914 "when the senior scout fell in the
motor boat, receiving a severe cut on the knee from broken glass. Then a
first aid kit used with first aid knowledge undoubtedly saved a life. 'Jack’ was
there and he was ab le to apply what was needed promptly ... Whatever the
job is he is ready for it ... He believed that smoking might keep him from his
best and, believing that his best was always expected of him, he dropped
smoking, though not the esteem of the fellows who found pleasure in the
habit ... This young man, not yet 19 years old, has made a beginning full of
promise, and he is pressing on."

Frederick Spalding regularly wrote poems to friends on their birthdays,
none of which now survive; but a copy of his 1913 po em to the scouts'
chaplain Norman Hutton is in parish archives.

THE SCOUT'S BURDEN.
To serve for Him who gave us life
Alone is to be free.

We bring our youth and dedicate

Its glory, Lord, to Thee.
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Its hope, its power, its faith are His,
To use in His vast plan,
To help us reach in His own time

The stature of the Man.

Nor can the task have any weight
Which He on us shall lay;
The yoke is easy, borne for Him,

The burden light alway.

Nor can the journey be too far,
Though He shall send us forth
Past storm and flood and mountain height
To conquer all the earth.
To serve in hope, in power, in faith
Alone is to be free.

We come with that which Thou hast given
And yield it back to Thee.

O take, great Master of us all,
The hearts and wills we bring,
And make the burden that we bear
Our holiest offering.

0 Frederick C. Spalding , April 14, 1913.
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In October 1911 Mr. Hutton began to take the evening services at St.

John's Mission. This mission, originally founded by the Chur ch of the
Ascension, was located in what was then a predominantly Italian area at
Clybourn Avenue and Rees Street (now part of the Cabrini - Green housing

project); it was not intended to attract practicing Roman Catholics but to

reach persons "lapsed from t heir faith." On November 1, Mr. Hutton was
appointed priest in charge of the mission. St. John's parishioners made their
communions at St. Chrysostom's; Frederick Spalding read Morning Prayer at

the mission each Sunday, and the "splendid” St. John's choir combined with
the St. Chrysostom's chaoir, singing at St. Chrysostom's in the morning and

at St. John's in the evening. On Christmas Day, Holy Communion was

celebrated at St. John's: "at the 7:00 Mass [sic] 48 received, a showing for

which the priestin cha  rge felt we were to be congratulated.”

The increased work at the mission, together with the improvement in
parish finances, enabled Norman Hutton to add a deaconess to the parish
staff, a step which he had had in mind since coming to St. Chrysostom's but
which had not been financially possible earlier. Deaconess Amelia M. Propper
came to St. Chrysostom's in February 1912 from the Church of the Epiphany
in Independence, Kansas, to supervise the work with girls and young women
at St. Chrysostom's and St. John 's. Not long afterward the Reverend Joseph
Anastasi became Mr. Hutton's assistant with responsibility for St. John's,
celebrating the Eucharist in Italian weekly at the church. He, his wife and
their "four beautiful children" lived at 1362 North Park Avenu e, just south of
Schiller Street, in the Italian neighborhood served by the mission. In the
summer of 1912 Frederick Spalding took a group of boys from St. John's to
the camp after the choirboys' annual trip, and Deaconess Propper went with
a group of St.  John's girls at another period; the Anastasis were also able to
take advantage of the campsite for a family vacation. Later in the year the
diocese took responsibility for St. John's; Fr. Anastasi was named diocesan
representative for Italian work and cont inued at the mission independently
of St. Chrysostom's.

An article in the February 1912 Herald touched on a topic of concern to
the parish throughout its history: "How can we best produce an atmosphere
of cordiality and welcome at St. Chrysostom's Church? ... The rector himself
feels that people are cordial and well -disposed but that they do not always
show it. In Chicago we are forced by wide -spread wickedness and deceit to
look upon strangers with doubt and distrust ... yet there is a large field
where f riendliness can be displayed without danger ... Those who have
attended our services for some time should be known and greeted, they
should be welcomed to our pews, books should be offered them and any
little courtesy ... shown as an earnest that our paris hioners welcome the
transient and the stranger.” The parish chapter of the Brotherhood of St.
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Andrew continued its ministry to strangers; its membership included many
of the young men active in the Junior Forward Movement and as acolytes.

Probably early in  Mr. Hutton's tenure an innovation in finance was
introduced in the parish. A flyer dating from this period describes the use of
double envelopes for weekly offerings, noting that parishioners might prefer
to give weekly rather than making larger donations at Christmas and Easter,
the double envelopes permitted parishioners to designate part of their
offering for parish expenses and part for missions. The November 1911
Herald discussed finances in more detail:

Our Parish is supported by pew rents and offe rings placed
in the Alms bason [sic] on Sundays ... We know exactly what
sum will be paid each quarter from pew rents and we can plan
for its expenditure. The offerings on Sundays are of two kinds.
One from the loose money placed in the Plates, which varie S
much with each Sunday, the other from the envelopes and is a
fixed amount.

We need a larger income to meet our expenses ... about
an extra thousand dollars a year.

In this article we make an appeal ... [to parishioners] who
are not giving in a systematic way [to] enroll themselves on the
envelope system. We welcome a pledge for ten cents a week as
well as a larger one. If you are a regular subscriber though not a
pew holder you are as much a supporter as the person who pays
pew rent. Will you not be one o f the fifty people we must have to
give us this increased amount of income annually?

The following table will show suggested amounts:

10 subscribers @ $ 1.00 per Sunday

10 ! @%$ 50 " "
10 ! @% 25 " "
10 ! @%$ .10 " "
10 ! @%$ 05 " "

50 subscribers @ $19.00 per Sunday
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The appeal must have met with success, since by February 1912 the
Herald announced that one thou  sand dollars had recently been paid off on
the church debt, "taken from the regular income and not the result of any
special effort"; the debt was being reduced at the rate of about $100 a
month. The 1912 Easter letter urged all parishioners to increase th eir
pledges by fifty percent "to clear away the incubus of debt"; if this were
done there would be enough money to pay off all outstanding bills. An
offering of over $2800, largest in the history of the parish, was received in
response to this appeal, and Perry Shepard's treasurer's report at the annual
meeting on May 7 makes happy reading: "All bills of every kind and
description have been paid in full to May 1 and probably for the first time the
church is free from current indebtedness.” This meeting was historic in
another way; it was the first in which women were allowed to vote for
wardens and vestry, following passage of a canon to that effect at the
previous year's diocesan convention. (Not for sixty years, however, would a
woman be elected to St. Ch  rysostom's vestry.)

When Mr. Hutton came to St. Chrysostom's in 1909 the Sunday School
registration had numbered only 24 (ranking 154th among the 162 parishes
in the diocese); the school had now grown considerably and needed more
space than the church base  ment provided. Issues of the Herald in 1911
describe the children's sale of construction paper "bricks" at ten cents each
to help earn money for a new building, and, as indicated earlier, proceeds of
the women's rummage sale were given to the fund. In the fall of 1912 the
vestry began fund raising for a new parish house in back of the church,
planning to convert the house at 1344 North Dearborn for use as a rectory.
The brochure describing the project states that the building would not only
provide addition al space for parish activities, but would make possible
programs for neighborhood residents:

In the district bounded by Chicago Avenue, Lincoln Park,
the lake and Wells Street, there are many of the finest
residences and apartments in Chicago. There exis ts, side by side
with this comfort and luxury, a large population of self -
respecting but poor people, and not a few who are on the verge
of poverty. Yet in such a large district as this, there is no
Community House or settlement.

The saloons and dance hall s are left in undisputed control
of the field so far as the social work of the churches is
concerned. Thus far our social program d merely to warn our
youth to keep away from such places 0 has not been effective.
Some substitute must be found for them.
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The original plans called for a "swimming tank" for boys in the
basement and an auditorium and stage for girls on the first floor. Space
would also be available for the Sunday School:

On Sundays we have urgent need for such a building. The
Sunday School has grown in the past year from an enrollment of
about 30 to something over 130 children, and indications point
to a steady and continued enlargement. Following the latest
ideas of making a Sunday School attractive as well as efficient,
we use a stereopticont o give the pupils, through truth -telling
pictures, vivid impressions of the subject studied. The basement
of the church, our present room, is inadequate for this purpose
because of the low ceiling and obstructing posts, and unsuited
because of the ventilat  ion. In the proposed building, we plan
that every class shall have its own room and thus be free from
interruption.

The building of the Community House or Parish Hall should
carry with it some alteration in the church, and we have in view
a new front, that  the whole may be a unity in architecture.

It is estimated that the hall will cost $20,000 and the new
front of the church $5,000.

The final plan underwent some modifications; the "swimming tank"
and auditorium were not built as originally planned, and nei ther the new
front nor a third story for Sunday School classrooms included in the original
plan was constructed. The architectural firm of Brown and Walcott was
selected for the project. Over 100 contributors are listed, some of whom
were not parishioners  but who lived in the neighborhood and probably
supported the church's planned program for boys and girls. Among these
was the utility magnate (and Congregationalist) Samuel Insull, who
contributed $500, the same amount given by the Sunday School children.
Several of the young men in the Junior Forward Movement made gifts of
$7.00, $5.00 and $3.00, almost certainly representing far more sacrificial
giving than Mr. Insull's $500 donation. A number of activities were
scheduled to raise money for the project, i ncluding the appearance of a
performing dog.

At the time of Mr. Snively's retirement in 1907, he had indicated that
he did not intend to accept another parish position for at least a year. In fact
it appears that he never returned to the parish ministry. H e lived in New
York but made occasional visits to Chicago; on one such visit in the fall of
1912, he became ill (probably suffering a stroke) and was hospitalized at St.
Luke's Hospital. At Mr. Hutton's request the vestry elected him rector
emeritus, sendi ng a resolution to him to that effect. He died on December 5,
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1912, and was buried from St. Chrysostom's two days later, with Bishop
Anderson officiating at the funeral; he is buried in Graceland Cemetery.

The first order of business at the vestry meeting following Mr. Snively's
death was a proposal to name the new parish house after him. The decision,
unanimously accepted, was reached before two other announcements were
made; Thomas and Elizabeth Hinde's offer to make a substantial increase in
their gifti fthe parish house were named for the former rector, and Mr.
Snively's bequest of $2000 to St. Chrysostom's to be used to pay existing
parish debts. (The bequest must have been welcome; although the parish
was now free from current debt, there was still mo ney owing on both the
land at 1424 North Dearborn and the parish house at 1344 North Dearborn.)

A resolution sent to Mr. Snively's family expressed the loss and bereavement
felt at his death and the parish's gratitude for his long and devoted service.

Construction of the parish house was under way in the summer of

1913. An article in the evening American of August 26 carried the alarming

headline, "4 BURIED ALIVE BENEATH BRICKS." As described in the story

itself, the accident on the site, though still unf ortunate, appears less serious

than the headline implies. A brick wall of the new building had collapsed, and

although one workman suffered internal injuries, all four men were able to

be taken home in the contractor's automobile after treatment in a nearb y
doctor's office on Clark Street.

Vestry minutes of February

14, 1913 stated that "the
Women's Guild, desiring to make
permanent improvements in the
Church, submitted to the
meeting a plan for wiring and
lighting the Church [using
proceeds from the Chr istmas sale
of 1912]. The Vestry heartily
concurred in this plan; and the
Rector appointed Mr. Redmond
to act as a committee to pass
upon the specifications." The

construction of the new parish house required tearing down the old

sanctuary; improvements ne eded for the new sanctuary including electric

lights in the arch, a tile floor and marble steps, were also funded by the

Women's Guild at a cost of $569.55. Given the importance of the women's

contributions toward construction and repair of the parish hous e and church

during this period, it seems only fitting that the formal opening of the new
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building should have taken place at the Guild's Christmas sale on December
4,1913.

Only two months after the opening of the parish house, the church
suffered what mu st at first have appeared to be a severe blow. Sunday,
February 8, 1914 was a day of near -zero cold and the furnace had been
heated as much as possible to make the building comfortable for services.
Fire broke out shortly after the 8:00 service ended; ther e may have been
either a vestry corporate communion or a scheduled meeting of the group
after the service, since vestry members Lawrence Meeker, Frederic Norcross,
George Ranney, John Redmond and Harold Smith were still in the building
and helped Mr. Hutto  n remove the altar fixtures and other valuables to the
parish house. The Reverend John Timothy Stone, pastor of Fourth
Presbyterian Church, was taking a morning constitutional in the
neighborhood; seeing the flames, he too joined in the rescue efforts and
before he left gave Mr. Hutton a check for one hundred dollars toward a new
building.

Upon their arrival the firemen worked in the extreme cold to
extinguish the blaze. James B. Forgan, president of the First National Bank,
who lived across the street at 1415 North Dearborn, was concerned for the
men and, according to the next day's Tribune, "invited the firemen to his
residence and supplied them with food and hot coffee. When he thought one
of the firemen was bashful about accepting breakfast, Mr. Forgan served him
personally.” Sunday School was canceled for the day, but the 11:00 service
was held in the assembly room of the new parish house. According to the
Tribune story, damages were at first estimated at $25,000; the church was
insured for only $22,000

At a parish meeting that evening, vestry member George Ranney
announced plans to raise $50,000 "to refurnish the church with a view to
future needs." The estimate of damage given at this meeting was $7000,
considerably less than that quoted in the Tribun e. Not only John Timothy
Stone, but the rectors of St. James, Ascension and several other Episcopal
churches had sent contributions toward a new building and had offered St.
Chrysostom's the use of their facilities if necessary. The money was returned
with thanks, since the construction of a new building would not be
necessary; the offers of space were refused as well and the congregation
worshipped in the parish house (using a piano instead of an organ for
musical accompaniment) until the church was repair ed. After reading the
newspaper account of the heroic efforts of the firemen in the cold, it is sad
to record that most of the damage to the church was caused by "firemen
chopping at the floor, wainscoting, etc."! On Easter Sunday, April 12, the
congregati on was able to return to the church for worship.
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We cannot be certain, but it is tempting to suppose that the vestry
gathered at the church on that Sunday were considering a plan which would
be discussed at a formal vestry meeting later in the week. Trinit y Church at
26th Street and Michigan Avenue was in financial difficulties and planned to
close on March 31. This parish, founded in 1842 and one of the oldest in the
diocese, had been hard hit by the movement of population from the South
Side north; its ne  ighborhood had become primarily industrial and a large

number of its parishioners now lived within an eight -block radius of St.
Chrysostom's. Trinity was attempting to establish an endowment fund, but it
appeared that the parish would not be able to raise sufficient money to

secure its future. The Reverend John McGann, rector of Trinity, and Mr.

Hutton agreed to a plan to consolidate the parishes. The newly consolidated

church would remain at the Dearborn Street location; Mr. Hutton would

serve as rector an d Mr. McGann as associate rector, with Mr. McGann's

$6000 annual salary paid from the endowment funds already raised by

Trinity. The Trinity property at 26th and Michigan would be transferred to St.
Chrysostom's as endowment. The nine present members of St . Chrysostom's
vestry plus three men from the Trinity vestry would serve on the vestry of

the combined parish, which within six months to a year would adopt the

name of Trinity Church.

The vestry approved the proposal on February 13; later in the month
the plan was put before the congregation. "The Vestry realizes that many of
the parishioners will regret to see the Church change its name," read the
presentation to the group. "On the other hand, in nearly every large city in
this country Trinity Church mean s the representative parish, and, taking
everything into consideration, the Vestry, with the possible exception of one
or two members, recommend this change to your favorable consideration.
Mr. Hutton and Mr. McGann are warm personal friends, and both look
forward to working together in this Parish with the keenest interest, and a
confident feeling that their relations will be friendly and harmonious ... The
field presented for Church work is sufficiently large and important to fully
occupy the time and att  ention of two such active men." Parishioners in
attendance approved the vestry resolution by a vote of 98 -2, emphasizing
that Mr. McGann's "incumbency shall in no way result in the resignation or
withdrawal of the Reverend Norman O. Hutton."

The publicity  surrounding the proposed closure of Trinity Church
aroused much concern and brought in a number of additional gifts to
Trinity's endowment fund. By early March the Trinity vestry had
reconsidered its plans and voted to remain in existence. In response, Geo rge
Ranney, clerk of St. Chrysostom's vestry, wrote on March 4 expressing "the
sincere hope that your efforts may meet with success and that Trinity
Church may continue for many years to come in its present location" and
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that "the consolidation ... tentati vely agreed upon between our two parishes,
may not prove an embarrassment to you in considering the future of your
Parish in its present location."

Since Mr. Hutton's salary still remained at the $3000 agreed upon in
1909 & only half the amount paid to Mr. McGann at Trinity 0 itis not
surprising that he told the vestry he felt it "impossible to continue at the
present rate of salary." He accepted an increase to $4000, noting that the
use of the former parish house at 1344 North Dearborn, now remodeled as a
rectory, was worth an additional $1000 to $1200 a year to him.

Suffragan Bishop William E. Toll's confirmation visitation took place on
Sunday, March 15, while repairs to the church were still under way. The
seventeen members of this class deserve special mention, since they
presented as a gift to the parish a brass processional cross, still in use at
some services today. Most of the class members were in their early or
middle teens. As in the case of the Junior Forward Movement, membership
of this class d id not come exclusively from the wealthier residents of the
area. Three young women were employed as clerks or telephone operators;
parents of other class members included a banker, an insurance company
official, a bookbinder, a milkman, a woman renting fu rnished rooms on
North State Street and the woman proprietor of the Hotel du Nord on Astor
Street. Class member Vernon Walther would in the 1920s serve as the
parish's head acolyte and would be present at both morning services nearly
every Sunday. The gift  of the 1915 confirmation class was also notable, a
monetary gift establishing an endowment fund. Subsequent classes
continued this tradition for many years; as late as 1949, individual
confirmands were urged to mark the occasion of their confirmation with a
donation to the fund.

The growth of the parish and its activities led to the need for additional
clergy on the staff. Deaconess Propper appears to have remained at St.
Chrysostom's only one year; "Sister Dora" (probably Dora Dawson, who had
formerly hea ded the Trained Christian Helpers, a Brooklyn nursing group,
and who was described in the Diocese of June 1916 as "a deaconess of rare
gualities") succeeded her. Gardner MacWhorter, a senior at Western
Seminary, came to St. Chrysostom's as lay reader, dire ctor of boys' work,
and assistant in the Sunday School in the fall of 1913. After his graduation
and ordination to the diaconate in June 1914 he joined the parish as curate,
replacing Sister Dora on the staff. He was ordained to the priesthood a year
later in a service at which his younger brother Hugh was ordained a deacon;
Hugh MacWhorter (who became assistant at the Church of the Atonement)
assisted at his brother's first celebration of Holy Communion at St.

Chrysostom'’s the following day. As St. Chrysos tom's then had no
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accommodation in the parish for an assistant, Gardner and Hugh
MacWhorter, their mother and a younger brother shared a North Side
apartment roughly midway between the two parishes.

The new assistant was placed in charge of the Sunday Scho ol, which
by November 1914 reached an enrollment of 199. New pupils that month
included Rensselaer Cox, Jr. and his brother William, who a few years later
were among the first members of the Junior Scouts. Twenty -five years later,
in November 1939, William Cox was elected to St. Chrysostom's vestry; he
would later serve as both junior and senior warden.

The Norcross family had been active at St. Chrysostom's for a number
of years. Frederic Norcross, a lawyer, was elected to the vestry in 1905; his
wife Alic e was active in parish bazaars and had served as head of the
Women's Guild. Both were generous contributors to the church, each giving
$500 toward the new parish house in 1913. Alice Norcross' sudden death on
June 27, 1914 (the day after the couple's fifte enth anniversary and their
younger daughter's birthday) must have been a shock to the entire parish as
well as a great grief to her husband and the couple's two daughters,
thirteen -year -old Phoebe and nine -year -old Catherine. (In 1928, a vestry
letter att he time of Norman Hutton's departure stated that "those of us who
were afflicted with grief and sickness in our families will always remember
with gratitude his ready and understanding sympathy"; it is probable that
Frederic Norcross, by then senior warden , was recalling this time in his life.)
The present Guild Room, given by the Norcross family, memorializes Alice
Norcross' contributions to the parish. The issue of the Tribune containing her
obituary devoted considerable space to another death whose impli cations
were not yet fully understood 0 the assassination of Archduke Francis
Ferdinand of Austria at Sarajevo.

The outbreak of war in Europe appears to have had little immediate
impact on St. Chrysostom's (though a special service with prayers for peace
in Europe was held on Sunday, October 4). The choirboys left on June 29 for

their annual camping trip, accompanied as usual by John Astley -Cock. The
list of supplies for the 1914 campers survives: "Travel in your better Suit.
Wear nothing but old clothes at Camp. One suit of under  -wear. Two pairs of

stockings. Pocket -handkerchiefs. 3 collars. One bowl for soup or breakfast

food. One mug or cup and saucer. One large plate. One small plate. Knife,

fork and spoon ... Mosquito netting 3 yards x 2." The group mad e the first
part of the trip on the steamer Eastland, which would become notorious a
little over a year later when it overturned in the Chicago River, resulting in

the deaths of over 800 people.
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Following the camping trip, Mr. Astley -Cock had planned a two
months' trip to England to study church music, probably motivated by a
desire to improve the quality of music in the parish. We do not know if his
trip could be completed as planned, but vestry minutes for the fall of 1914
indicate some dissatisfaction wi th the music, and he resigned as organist
and choirmaster as of February 1, 1915. The resignation was apparently
amicable; he was paid until April 1, the vestry expressed its appreciation for
his "valuable services," and though no longer organist and choir master he
remained active in the parish, serving as its executive secretary from 1924
to 1933. Emory Gallup, the new organist, came to St. Chrysostom's from St.
Alban's Episcopal Church at 41st and Prairie Avenue; under his direction the
choir performed Jo hn Stainer's  Crucifixion during Holy Week of 1915.

At about this period the time of the evening service was changed from
7:30 p.m. to 5 p.m. and a mailing was sent out to area residents noting that
the service was to be "distinctly a Neighborhood service. If you are already a
regular attendant at any other church, accept our good will and pardon the
intrusion.” During these years, also, November was designated "Go to
Church Month" with special mailings encouraging attendance at services; it
appears that som e of the wealthier parishioners who spent their summers on
the North Shore needed reminders to reestablish the habit of churchgoing
upon their return to the city in the fall.

The early years of the decade had seen the introduction of new dances
which becam e popular among young people. Some religious groups
disapproved of the tango and other dances; St. Chrysostom's was not
among them, as in 1913 or 1914 a dancing class was scheduled at the
church. This led to an activity attractively described by the Revere nd W.B.
Norton, religion editor of the Chicago Tribune, on December 29, 1914:

CHURCH TO HAVE CABARET.

St. Chrysostom's to Have Girls, Tango
and Frappe on New Year's Eve.
CHAPERONES ON GUARD.

Here's an invitati on to a church cabaret on New Year's
Eve:
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You may tango if you like. When you are tired with dancing
you may sit at a round table and sip frappe out of a glass. A
stringed orchestra will set the pulses throbbing. There will be
girls and girls and more girl s. Once in a while the orchestra will
stop and someone will sing. Then everyone will sing. The glasses
with the frappe in them will clink together. The orchestra will
play a two -step, and the silk slippers will again tap over the
waxed floor.

This is the p lan by which the young people of St.
Chrysostom's Church, 1424 North Dearborn Street, will be kept
from going downtown New Year's eve, where cabarets, said to
be of a demoralizing character, will be in operation.

Assurance is given by the rector, the Rev. Norman H. [sic]
Hutton, that everything about the dance will be proper, and the
young people will be carefully chaperoned. The dance will be
held in the parish house ... All the people of the church, young
and old, are invited to attend.

It appears thatth e dance was as pleasant as the description implies,
for New Year's Eve dances were held again at the parish house in 1915 and
1916.

The dance was sponsored by the Knights of Washington, a parish
young men's club, whose goal was to provide fellowship simila r to that
provided by college fraternities. Mr. MacWhorter may have been responsible
for the establishment of the St. Chrysostom's company, since the parish
group was founded shortly after his arrival and he was actively involved with
it. The Knights were a nationwide organization, originating in the east; by
1917 there were over twenty companies in the Chicago area, and in 1919
several members of the St. Chrysostom's group went to New Haven as
delegates to the national convention. In addition to the New Y ear's dances,
the group's activities included "smokers," pool and card parties; the Knights
provided for the Sunday morning breakfasts after the early Communion
service and on at least one occasion gave a basket to a poor family at
Christmas. The annual Wa  shington's Birthday assembly was a major event
for the group, in 1917 attracting over 150 people.

Another activity for young men was indoor baseball, at this period a
popular sport; under the name of the Dearborn Athletic Club St.
Chrysostom's fielded ate  am in a league of several north side Episcopal
church teams. An early 1915 Herald story, "St. Chrysostom's Wins Another,"
records a victory over All Saints, Ravenswood, 25 -22; however, a letter to
club members announcing the next scheduled game expressed t he hope that
it would be better played than the All Saints' game, in which St.
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Chrysostom's had made six errors. Later, basketball superseded indoor
baseball as the favored sport for boys and young men. The church suffered

from the lack of a gymnasium; the Knights of Washington helped out by
renting the Francis W. Parker School gym to be used by the boys of the
parish.

Two new groups on the schedule of activities were the Brent Club and
the Mothers' Club. The Brent Club, like the Junior Forward Movement, w as
the offshoot of a boys' Sunday School class; the group, led by Frederick
Spalding, was active enough to produce a newspaper, the Bee-Hive, which
poked good -natured fun at its rival, the established Herald. The Mothers'
Club sewed for institutions and th e Red Cross; some of those in attendance
brought their children to the meetings. Another ministry of the group,
undoubtedly important at a time when illness and death among mothers and
children was greater than it is today, was the Flower Fund; members'
contributions paid for flowers to be sent to the sick and bereaved. An active
member of this group was Rachel Jagoe, whose daughter Jennie would
remain a member of the parish until her death in 1970.

A financial innovation took place at St. Chrysostom's in | ate 1915. On
October 7 the vestry passed a resolution "that Mr. Shepard be requested to
secure, through Mr. Sterling, the services of Mr. Patton to conduct an
exhibition 'Every Member Canvas' [sic] in Chicago using St. Chrysostom's
Church as a field." The  Reverend William H. Sterling and the Reverend
Robert W. Patton, nationally known for their mission work, conducted a
campaign in December sponsored by six north side Episcopal churches,
emphasizing missionary support as well as annual pledging. At the vest ry
meeting of January 3, 1916, it was announced that $3336.40 had been
pledged for missions and $3244.80 for the parish; subscribers to the
envelope system practically doubled, with no effect on open plate offerings.
A feature on the canvass in the January 1916 Diocese stated that "the moral
and spiritual results" of the campaign in the participating parishes "were
more striking than the financial results."

It was anticipated that the increased number of pledges would require
additional office work. Vestry minutes at this time indicate that office
operations and clerical work were becoming more time -consuming; Mr.
MacWhorter's responsibilities included approving purchases of equipment,
and a typewriter had recently been bought for the office. Because clerica I
work was "encroaching on the time of the rector and the assistant,” Miss
Josephine Schnitzler (a parishioner since the time of All Saints' Mission, who
was pursuing a musical career and probably in need of part -time
employment) had been hired a short tim e before, at what seems even by
1915 standards to be the exceedingly low salary of $5 a month, to work two
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or three hours a week on parish records. In 1916 the vestry raised her

salary to $65 a month for six mornings work a week and made her
responsible fo r office operations; when work expanded further, Miss
Schnitzler continued as "envelope treasurer" and Miss Anne Caryll was added
to the staff as parish secretary at $1000 a year.

Emory Gallup's work as organist and choirmaster had been
satisfactory, but h e was having a problem recruiting choirboys. (If the

rehearsal schedule was similar to that of 1910 under John Astley - Cock, this
is not surprising: at that time the full group of boys rehearsed on Monday
and Wednesday afternoons, while the junior boys had additional rehearsals

on Tuesday and Thursday afternoons and the entire choir including the men
rehearsed on Friday evenings.) The vestry made suggestions, such as
awarding prizes, which they hoped would attract more boys to the group;
however, on January 3, 1916 the music committee stated that "the Choir
Master was no longer able to obtain material for a boy choir" and asked
authorization to hire a mixed choir; salaries paid to the group were to total
$3000. The vestry approved the request with some reluc tance, asking Mr.
Gallup to continue to try to find boys' voices and to return, if possible, to a
boys' choir; in October he indicated that this was not feasible, and the vestry
(with two negative votes and one abstention) authorized a permanent adult
choi r, with a children's choir of boys and girls for the Sunday School
services.

The program for the choir's first "annual concert” on Monday, May 8,
1916, survives in parish archives. It consisted of lighter music than the
usual Sunday selections; Mendelss ohn's "Spring Song," Stephen Foster's "My
Old Kentucky Home" and "Old Black Joe," Cowen's "The Bee and the Dove"
and Smart's "Stars of the Summer Night" were among the numbers, three
choir members sang solos, and the concert concluded with the choir's
rend ition of Haydn's "The Heavens are Telling" and the "Star Spangled
Banner" sung by all persons present.

In 1916, perhaps as a result of the missionary emphasis of the
previous year's canvass, Mr. Hutton appointed a Missionary Committee from
among the parish ioners. Its members included both men and women;
Frederick West, an insurance official active with the Y.M.C.A. and other civic
groups who would be elected to the vestry the following year, chaired the
group. Its goal was to "coordinate the work of activi ties and guilds" in the
parish and act as a clearinghouse for missionary activity, investigating the
need for missions and providing information to the congregation; the
minutes of a meeting in late 1916 approved aid to Western Seminary and
discussed the p ossibility of support for St. Mary's Home and Cathedral
Shelter. At this meeting Mr. Hutton proposed dividing the territory of the
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parish into districts, in which lay persons would canvass for new members
and encourage families to adopt the envelope system of giving.

Also in late 1916, Mr. Hutton put forward a planned change in the
manner of receiving Communion. His proposal for administration by
intinction is described in the Missionary Committee minutes of December 12,
which state that he "desired to add this method of administering the
Communion to the established custom in our church provided that it meets
with the approval of a satisfactory number of parishioners. To the Rector and
Assistant Rector there appear urgent reasons for administering Communion
by intinction to those preferring thus to receive it. Mr. Hutton explained that
... by the modern method, a small portion of the wafer is dipped in the
Chalice by the clergyman and the Communicant thus receives both elements
together.” Fourteen of the sev enteen committee members present were in
favor; three were personally opposed but willing to see the experiment
made, and the practice was adopted shortly afterward. As adopted at St.
Chrysostom's, a divided chalice holding both wine and wafers was used fo r
intinction, which preceded administration of the sacrament by the traditional
method. Despite the strong opposition of diocesan Bishop Wallace Conkling
in the early 1950s, this procedure continued in the parish for thirty -five
years.

The much -needed add itional space furnished by the parish house had
begun to be outgrown. By 1915 the church made a new appeal for $5000, of
which $2000 would be used to pay off existing debt on the parish house and
the remainder to fund an addition for the Sunday School, pos sibly including
a "game room for basketball”; in November 1915 the Sunday School's
current goal was described as "improvement in administration ... rather than
increased enrollment ... on account of the overtaxing of present
accommodations."

While funds were being raised, the house directly south of the church
at 1420 North Dearborn came on the market. Mr. Hutton and some vestry
favored purchase of the building, but a majority felt it unwise to take on the
additional financial burden at that time. However , Frederic Norcross and
Edward P. Russell, with the assistance of "a small loan from the church
treasurer," purchased the property and at the vestry meeting of April 27,

1916, indicated their readiness to convey title to the church. The vestry

agreed to ob tain a note for $16,000, using $6000 to pay off current
indebtedness and applying the balance to the purchase price of the building;
their action was approved at the parish annual meeting on May 2. A large

part of the loan was paid back from the sale of th e rectory at 1344 North
Dearborn in the following year. Following the sale, the Huttons moved to a
house at 1349 North Dearborn not owned by the church; in compensation
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for the loss of the rectory, the vestry raised Norman Hutton's salary $1200 a

year. The Sunday School addition was now unnecessary, and the funds

raised for it were put to use for needed repairs and renovations to the

building at 1420 North Dearborn. Besides Sunday School facilities, the

building included a guild room and a study for the rec tor, the latter paid for
by the Women's Guild; Mr. Hutton commented that he had wished for a

study at the church since his arrival, but that "other needs seemed more

urgent.”

The purchase of the house at 1420 North Dearborn provided adequate
space for pari sh activities; the vestry felt that it was now time to consider
constructing a new front for the church. There was some difference of
opinion on architectural style; Frederic Norcross, inspired by the church of
St. Martin in the Fields, Trafalgar Square, L ondon, favored a Colonial
building, while Angus Hibbard strongly preferred Gothic. A number of
architects (including parishioner Gregory Vigeant) were to be asked to
submit drawings for the new front, and by early 1917 plans for fund -raising
were under way

Copyright 2002, 2003, 2004, 2005, 2006, 2007, 2008, 2009 Saint Chrysostom's EfiScopa Page52



The History of St. Chrysostomos

HI STORY OF ST. CHRYSOSTOMO6S CHURCH
CHAPTER 4
Norman Hutton: World War | and Its Aftermath, 1917 -1920

In February 1917 the national church began a campaign to raise
money for the newly established Church Pension Fund for retired clergy.
Vestry member Angus Hibbard was active in the Diocese of Chicag 0's work
for the fund; on February 18, he and parishioners Charles Folds and George
Higginson spoke on the fund at the 11 a.m. service. The vestry generously
agreed to postpone fund  -raising for the church front "in order to throw
ourselves into the Pension Fund campaign with real enthusiasm.” On March
1, after raising $20,000 (one -tenth of the diocesan goal of $200,000) the
group again took up the remodeling plans. It was hoped to raise $25,000 for
the project, and within a month $10,000 had been given or p ledged.

The 1917 Lenten schedule was a full one. The Holy Communion was
celebrated on Tuesdays and Thursdays at 10 a.m., and the Litany read on
Fridays at the same hour. There were daily services of Evening Prayer at 5
p.m. with an address by parish clerg y or guest preachers; the Wednesday
evening services, sponsored by the Knights of Washington, included recitals
by guest organists. The choir performed Mendelssohn's Elijah on four
successive Sundays at the afternoon service, while the junior choir sang
"Onward Christian Soldiers" and "All Hail the Power of Jesus' Name" at a
Church Club noonday Lenten service in the Loop in early March. The Sunday
School hoped to collect $200 for its Lenten mite box missionary offering, to
be turned in at the children's ser vice on Easter afternoon. At this service the
primary and junior groups were to recite, while the seniors would perform a
pageant, The Witnesses, whose characters included Jerusalem, Antioch of
Pisidia, Thessalonica, Athens, Corinth, To the Philippians, an d To the
Colossians. Holy Week services included a Maundy Thursday evening
preparation for Easter Holy Communion conducted by Bishop Frederick
Kinsman of Delaware.

The Easter observances must have evoked mixed emotions, since
Good Friday, April 6, sawt  he United States' entry into World War I. Ten days
later, the vestry unanimously agreed to postpone work on the new front.
Pledges were canceled and money already collected was returned, though an
offering of $3000 for necessary repairs to the building and parish house was
requested. In a spirit of patriotism, John Redmond transferred the parish
insurance from Prussian to American companies, and the vestry approved a
proposal to erect a flagpole in front of the church. Later in 1917 the
endowment fund wasi  nvested in Liberty Bonds.
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Parishioners began to leave the city for war service. In July 1917 Perry
Shepard resigned from the vestry as he left for military service in France,
while the January 1918 Herald contained an appeal for new Sunday School
teacher s to replace Lawrence Meeker and Douglas Clinch, now in service.
Letters from parishioners in military camps were printed in the Herald ;
Arthur Hurlock, son of a former sexton of the parish, wrote to Norman
Hutton from Camp Logan, Texas, in late 1917 descr ibing the kindness shown
to the soldiers by a local Congregational minister. "It brings back the story
of the Good Samaritan which | learned at St. Chrysostom's Sunday -school a
long time ago. | know you will be pleased to know that the kindnesses you
have shown others are now being shown to one of yours." John H. Cairns,
also at Camp Logan, wrote in February 1918: "A fellow doesn't realize how
much a prayer will do him until he is away from his home and friends."

By the end of the war the "Roll of Honor" in each issue of the Herald
numbered one hundred and thirty -five parishioners, of whom seventy had
seen from three to eighteen months service overseas "while the remainder,
through no fault of their own have had to be content with serving their
Country and t he Great Cause in the United States." Not all of those on the
honor roll were in the armed forces. Eleven women were overseas as nurses
in military hospitals or working with organizations such as the YMCA, the
Red Cross or the American Fund for the French Wounded. Several older men
were also serving in the war effort. Angus Hibbard, in his late fifties, with the
rank of captain, used organizational skills developed in his years with the
telephone company to reorganize the Red Cross administration in Paris.

Forty -one -year -old Albert Sprague of Sprague -Warner & Company (later
elected to the vestry) was commissioned in the army in November 1917 and
went to France the following summer. A contemporary cartoon shows two
"doughboys" commenting favorably on his enli stment in the regular army:
"There's Col. Sprague.” "Yes! He's a 'regular’, too, if you know what |

mean!" A verse in the cartoon referred to his fondness for hunting in

Canada:

In Canada every big game herd

Is glad to hear of what's occurred;
"We can say good -by
To Sprague," they cry,

"Since he's chief of staff of the 33rd."
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Benjamin Carpenter, Jr., a recent Harvard graduate who because of a
"leaky heart valve" had been rejected for service by both Army and Navy,
went to France as the driver of an ambula nce sent by the University Club,
but on arrival he deserted to drive a French ammunition truck. Later he
enrolled in the French army artillery school and after graduation began
active service with a French regiment; the Tribune of October 3, 1918
reported that he had been awarded the Croix de Guerre. Parishioners Susan
Ryerson Patterson, who had worked in French hospitals near the front, and
her husband George, with the French artillery, were also recipients of the
Croix de Guerre.

Two parishioners were kil led in the war. The December 1918 Herald
announced the death on October 1 of Albert Adams Sercomb, thirty -eight
years old, who was survived by a widow and a brother. Captain Sercomb
had in civilian life been department manager of the International Silver
Company, and had been an instructor of officers before being ordered to
France in May of 1918; he had married only a short time before his
departure. A memorial service was held on Sunday, November 10, "when
the Church was filled with friends from all walks of life, business, social,
military, club and church, of the fine young officer who has made the
'supreme sacrifice' for his country. Doctor Arthur Rogers of Evanston made
the Memorial address, the Rector read the service, while the Parish choir
gave a be autiful musical service." George Alexander McKinlock, Jr., was at
that time listed as missing in action; later it was learned that he had been
killed at the battle of Soissons on July 21, 1918.

Throughout 1918 a large part of the Herald was devoted to news  from
parishioners overseas. Alice Morier, a nurse at a base hospital, wrote from
"Somewhere in France" on October 20:

Whenever | have written, | have always tried to put the
pleasant side foremost ... Of course, down underneath it all you
must know that | ife, while we are working is a serious affair even
if we do joke and laugh with the boys while we are taking care of
them ...

You can imagine how busy we are just now with the big
allied smash going on. Trains coming in three and four times
daily. There is a special bugle call for the arrival of a hospital
train. | have gotten so that it fairly nauseates me to hear of it for
| know what it means. Stretcher after stretcher 0 hundreds of
them all with groaning, moaning boys ...

... | am on night duty now and the other morning at 4 a.m.
a train arrived. | got some very bad cases. One a splendid great
big fellow from somewhere in Idaho. His record shows that while
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under heavy steel fire he carried his wounded lieutenant on his
back for miles, when just before r eaching the first aid station a
H.E. (high explosive) burst near him. He was not hit, but the
shock paralyzed him and from his chest down, he "was gone" o}
but so brave and plucky and anxious to get well. | worked over
him for a long time and when | stroked his head he said that was
what his sweet little sister used to do for him when he had a
headache. He was in a great deal of pain. The next night he was
much worse, but talked of getting well and did not want me to
leave him. | sat by him every moment that | was not busy. He
talked of his mother and father and sister, never complained,
but was so grateful for every little attention. He was a gentleman
and a brave soldier and should have had a D.S.C. if anyone
should, but towards morning he slipped quietly a way to the
great unknown and the world will just read his name with all the
others in the casualty list. His case is just one of many, many,
many and | tell you it makes me think. | go to bed every
morning with my little Bible 0 and every one else does the
same. | have never seen so many Bibles. All the boys have them
and read them ...

| am afraid | am writing too much about my work, but
tonight my heart is full and I will try not to do it again. By the
papers | feel sure that peace is coming soon, perhaps by the
time this letter reaches you.

A few months later the Herald reprinted a letter sent to Miss Morier by
the mother of a deceased soldier (spelling, punctuation and grammar are
reproduced as in the original):

My dear Miss Alice:

Your letter received and we are so glad to know that you
was with my dear boy when he died and nurse him. | have long
to know who his nurse was but never could find out and so
aprisite your writing to us ... | have worried so much about
Edwards death it has nearly ki Il me but I trust he is safe in a
better world where no tears are shed ... He wrote me his last
letter October 11 telling me he was wounded ... but ... for me
not to be uneasi for the nurses was real good to him. I will
always love you as a true friend.

Shorter messages were received from other parishioners. Corporal
Jack Geddeis, who had distinguished himself in Scouting activities before
entering the service, wrote that "life thus far in the Anti - Aircraft outfit has
brought back thoughts of getting up ea rly in the morning (that is Sundays)
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to go to Church, and believe me those were the happy days." "Cards from
England,” read another item, "bring relief to anxious friends in the Parish of

Harry T. Remke [head acolyte for some years before the war], not hea rd
from in six weeks or more." In his letter from "Sunny France" on May 22,

Bryan Dryden, a member of the Knights of Washington, wrote: "l wish |

could tell you the names of the places | have been ... and what we are

doing, but | don't want to get in wrong with Mr. Censor ... We get ... one -
paged papers [which] contain baseball news so that's pretty good ... The

YMCA over here is certainly a dandy, piano and everything. American

tobacco and candy a great deal cheaper here than back home." The July

1918 Herald reprinted a Daily News article on Bryan's younger brother

Robert, who had celebrated his twenty -first birthday in service: "Oh, boy!
It's great to be a man! Gee, it's great to be a nonsificient ossifer. Just think,
two stripes on the sleeve of my righ t arm. Say, and I'm even going to have

them tattooed on my arm." ... Thus wrote Corporal (‘not private any more!’)
Robert Dryden ... The letter telling of ... his first promotion ... assures his
mother that it will not be the last.”

Richard Henry Little's  "Society Notes from Paris” column, appearing in
the Tribune of February 16, 1919, described the activities of several Chicago
young women, including three St. Chrysostom's parishioners, in the war
effort in France:

The society girls over in France don't travel on their looks
and their place in the social register. They are the hardest
workers in France; they have to be, probably, to live down the
terrible charge of having been "prominent socially” ... One
scoffer from Chicago said last week ... "Supposing they do work
hard, it's just play for them, they are having the time of their
lives." To which the answer is that anyhow it's a fine thing to be
so adjusted that a person's good times consist in working for
others.

Over at the ... American Fund for the Fr ench Wounded ...
there is quite a north side colony ... [A] plucky girl of the
American fund is Eleanor Ogden West [daughter of missionary
committee chairman Frederick West] who is the Floyd Gibbons of
our war work girls over here, only the boche hit Elean or in the
right eye and Mr. Gibbons in the left. Miss West is more
fortunate than Mr. Gibbons in a more important respect because
her good right eye has been saved and is as pretty and bright as
the left one, which is saying a good deal.

Miss West, who hai Is from Schiller Street in our village ...
was driving a motor near Luneville in September when she was
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hurt. There was a bad stretch of road outside the town which the

amiable Jerries had thoroughly mined before giving it up. It was
known that it was all a fellow's life was worth to drive a machine

over that particular bit of scenery, but a call had come to Miss

West's station for hospital supplies "toot sweet", as Mr. R.

Lardner would say, and there was nobody to drive the car but

Miss West, so away she  went. A mine in the road let go and a

piece of the projectile cut across Miss West's cheek, laying it

open and cutting her eyelids. Blinded with blood, she had the

nerve to pick up what supplies she could find in the wrecked

machine and walk on two miles t 0 where the things were
needed. Considering she was a society girl, Miss West did quite
well.

Elizabeth Hinde is another of the Chicago girls with the
American Fund for French Wounded. She is out now somewhere
in a dreary little town, so small that nobody can think of the
name of it, working night and day giving clothing and food to the
people returning to the ruins of their homes ...

Many Chicago girls are at the Palais de Glas, which is now
operated as a canteen and theater by the "Y." Drop in there
some evening and you will see an endless line of soldier boys
passing by a counter buying hot dog sandwiches and coffee.
Behind the counter deftly engaged in coaxing reluctant hot dogs
onto slices of white bread you will see ... Margaret Conover ...
Those who h ave seen ... Miss Conover only in the annual show of
the Junior league or dancing at the Casino or the Saddle and
Cycle club would be surprised to see [her] patiently waiting on
the table at luncheon or dinner ...

So if you don't like society persons don't say anything
about it to the boys when they come home. If you do you will
sure be out of luck.

Parish activities on the home front were also affected by the war. The
choir took part in a wartime intercession service at Trinity Church on May
28, 1917, usin g a form of service developed by the Very Reverend Henry
Pryor Almon Abbott, dean of the Episcopal cathedral in Cleveland. The
church had paid for altar flowers in previous years; now there were no
flowers on the altar except when donated by parishioners. Beginning in
October, daily services of intercession for those in the war were held in the
church at 9:30 on weekdays (Morning Prayer on Mondays and Saturdays,
Holy Communion on Tuesdays and Thursdays and the Litany on Wednesdays
and Fridays). The rectorc  ommented, "A chapel would be a more suitable
place. Some time | hope that we will have a church building that will be
adapted to a city work and our own needs." The Girls' Friendly Society
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sponsored a surgical bandage class; a Red Cross knitting class was
scheduled one afternoon a week. In a number of weddings at this period,

the groom or other male attendants were military officers. More unusual was
the wedding of Lloyda Smith and Lieutenant George W. Shaw in summer
1918, when maid of honor Marion Marston, in service in New York as a
yeoman censoring mail, wore her white uniform and stiff sailor hat in the
bridal party.

As might be expected, several acolytes and a considerable number of
the Knights of Washington left for military service; the latter group was
forced to abandon its regular meetings during the summer of 1917 as so few
members remained in the parish. The New Year's Eve dances held in
previous years were also abandoned, but on Thanksgiving Day, November
29, 1917, a dancing party with refreshmen ts for 75 "Jackies" from the Great
Lakes Naval Training Center was held at the parish house; Angus Hibbard
and his wife Lucile were responsible for the idea and provided the music and
refreshments, and Elizabeth Hinde secured "more than seventy -five of the
nicest girls on the North Side as partners for the sailor boys." Chaplain
Charles W. Moore of Great Lakes wrote a letter of appreciation to the parish
for its hospitality.

The Girls' Friendly also worked for the "Jackies,” sending packages of
fruitand nuts to be distributed to young men at Great Lakes who could not
return home for Thanksgiving; the group also joined in the Midwest
Province's fund -raising toward the purchase of an ambulance for use in Italy,
made surgical dressings, and knit socks, sweat ers and wristlets for soldiers.

The 1917 bazaar on December 5 was "carried through in a war -time
spirit, with economy and usefulness in view." The tables included "Comforts
for Soldiers and Sailors,” and the candy table was "greatly missed ... though
neces sarily eliminated on account of food conservation." However, food
conservation seems to have had its limits; a chocolate cake was sold before
it could be put on the table, "Mrs. Temple's doughnuts" were "quickly bought
up,” and the turkey dinner was pronou nced highly successful.

Norman Hutton's 1917 Christmas message reflects the times:

| extend to you a Greeting for a Happy Christmas. In times
like these, when the world is symbolized by a drawn sword, quiet
faith and surety of hope are of value in steady ing our outlook.
Christ is waiting for Peace as eagerly as we. It is still the glory of
humanity that He came, as it is still the shame of humanity that
He finds no room. In spite of the cosmic chaos | hope you will

Copyright 2002, 2003, 2004, 2005, 2006, 2007, 2008, 2009 Saint Chrysostom's EfiScopa Page59



The History of St. Chrysostomos

hold fast your faith in the ultimate vic tory of right. That in your
own life you will find strength to endure unrequited love,

sacrifices that are unnoticed, high ambitions that cannot be

fulfilled, hopes that may never be realized, and prayers that may
never be answered. May you smile amid anxi eties, and with
outward cheer belie the heavy heart within. May God continue a
member of your household, and sustain you in every trial.

By January 1918 it was necessary to take a number of fuel
conservation measures. The church building was heated only on Sundays
and the evening service eliminated "for the duration,” while the parish house
was heated on Tuesdays and Fridays and all parish activities scheduled on
those days. Only one weekly Lenten service was held, a Tuesday evening
service of Evening Praye r with guest preachers and special music, but the
rector noted that attendance was good and commented on the advantage of
having one well -attended service rather than a large number of services to
which few people came. Among the preachers at this service were
evangelists Ted Mercer and Tom Farmer. Ted Mercer, a member of "one of
the best families,” became "a drunkard" and "dropped to the bottom of the
social scale” until he "discovered the Power that makes men out of
derelicts"; Tom Farmer "started life as a street arab," by the age of twelve
was an accomplished thief and "took many degrees in the School of Crime."
While serving a fifteen  -year prison sentence he "made the Great Discovery
at age 46 and is now a real man." The two men must have been well
rece ived, as they returned in Lent of 1919 for a week -long mission.

In other areas parish activity continued. In April 1917 parishioner
Alfred Bannister graduated from the Moody Bible Institute and volunteered
for an interdenominational mission in the Sudan. T he Herald stated that it
was "very proud to make mention of this incident in the life of our Parish”
but "not proud that the Episcopal Church does not seem to have a place in
its ministry or missionary work for such a conscientious, devoted Christian
man . .. [who] did not miss a single early service during the two years he
was here excepting while out of town, and ... has the distinction of being the
first member of this Parish to volunteer for the foreign mission field." A
happy announcement in the June 19 17 Herald was the news that Norman
Hutton's alma mater Hobart College had awarded him an honorary S.T.D.
degree. Although that year's graduation ceremony was canceled due to the
war and he did not formally receive his degree until the following year, the
vestry presented him with a doctor's hood in the fall.

The May 1917 annual meeting approved an increase in the number of
vestry to the present number of twelve. On November 11, the clergy and
thirty -nine parishioners including Norman Hutton, Jr., Frederic k Spalding,
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Frederic Norcross, Angus Hibbard and Jennie Jagoe called on members of

the congregation in an Every Member Canvass, raising a total of $6300 for

the parish and $3700 for missions. "It is not a question of the amount,"

wrote the rectorinthe Oc  tober 1917 Herald ; "it is one of willingness to give
something and to be a sharer in a common obligation." During the winter of
1917/18 the Reverend Thomas Parker, a former Methodist minister, served

as a second assistant before his ordination as a deacon in the Episcopal
Church in June 1918.

The camp had its own problems in 1917. For the first time, it had been
scheduled to be open for most of the summer, expanding to serve groups
both within and outside the parish; these plans were threatened by the
destr uction of the buildings in May. (The cause is no longer known to us; a
fire or storm may have been responsible.) "As soon as war was a certainty
the Church was affected by a curtailment of income," wrote Dr. Hutton in the
June 1917 Herald ; "we found thatw e could not get enough money to rebuild
and to run the Camp." Five "new shacks, each of which hold eight bunks,"
had been constructed, but there was not enough money on hand to keep the
camp open until September as had been hoped; however, the rector state d
that "we feel sure the sum will be subscribed and are going ahead with our
plans.” Parishioners Joseph Thompson and John Astley -Cock went to the
camp and worked so successfully that Dr. Hutton could state in the summer,
"Never before have the grounds loo ked so well or the equipment in such
good shape," though additional construction work formed part of the boys'
activity.

The rector and Frederick Spalding supervised the camp for the early
weeks, when for the first time the Junior Scouts were in attendan ce.
"Although the camp is made up of boys younger than any others who ever
before came on such a trip, and in spite of the fact that the contrast in
environment between home and camp is more marked than ever, there has
been contentment, happiness, good che er, and no hint of homesickness,"
wrote Mr. Spalding. In July, with Mr. Spalding in sole charge, various groups
of boys spent time at the camp. During this summer the camp received the
name by which it would be known for the rest of its existence: Camp
Oronoko, "after an old Indian chief whose name is remembered here."

In August a girls' group attended the camp for two weeks; this was the
fourth year that girls had attended, but the first for which records survive.
Activities included military drill: "one could soon see that boys make the best
soldiers," wrote parishioner John Lehr, in attendance with the group, "but
the girls improved somewhat before two weeks were up." He also
commented that "it took longer for a girl to dress than for a boy." Mrs.
Temple , the cook, though advised to "stay away from the stove" by her
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doctor, baked during this period "119 three -pound loaves of bread, 204 rolls,
126 biscuits, 32 cakes, 38 gingerbreads, 427 doughnuts, 15 pies, 4 raisin
breads and 4 prune cakes"! Short hikes a nd swimming were regular

activities, and "the row  -boats were always in use." An amusing indication of
the change in camping apparel over eighty years is the story of the last

night at camp, when "the girls decided Mr. Spalding needed a bath and so
some one pushed him off the pier, clothes and all, but in a short time he
looked the same as ever, for he was fortunate enough to have two suits."”

The Sunday School continued to thrive. The enrollment was by now
large enough that Dr. Hutton, with vestry approval, hired Hannah Brown
Bishop, one of the first women to serve as a full -time paid Sunday School
leader, who had worked for some years at Christ Church, Winnetka. Her first
message in the Herald addressed the parents: "Give us your constructive
criticism 9o we needit ... Itis being required of the pupils to do a certain
amount of home work. This the teachers cannot do for them and the children
will not do it without help. Please show the same interest in their spiritual
education, which you do in their physica | and intellectual.” In addition to the
lessons, "missionary activities" formed an important part of the curriculum.

A regular feature at this period and for many years afterward was the
Sunday School's annual collection of canned goods for St. Mary's Ho me for
Children at 2822 West Jackson; on Sunday afternoon, November 25, 1917,
"fifteen motor cars loaded with children and a motor truck loaded with
provisions" were driven to the home and the group "had a fine time." At
Christmas 1918 the children gave gi fts to children at County Hospital. "
wish you and the children could have been with us to see all the pleasure
that their Christmas gift brought to the hospital,” wrote Deaconess Helen M.
Fuller.

A sad event unrelated to the war came on May 25, 1918, whe n junior
warden William Street died of pneumonia and a heart condition. He had
served continually on the vestry since the incorporation of St. Chrysostom's
as a parish in March of 1894, and had for seventeen years been its junior
warden during the near col lapse of the parish in the early years of the
century and its revival under Norman Hutton. The June 1918 Herald paid
tribute to him:

The Parish of St. Chrysostom has lost a devoted and loyal
friend in the death of William D.C. Street. He had been Rector’ s
Warden for many years and as such was a wise counselor and
strong friend. For several years he was in poor health but
seldom missed the early services. At all times he was a
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steadying force in the life of the Parish and contributed liberally
of time, mea ns and interest. Much of the present success and
prosperity of the Parish is due to his unflagging service and
constant presence at its services and meetings. He was a well -
informed Churchman, being familiar with the Church's practice
and theory to a degre e unusual among laymen. A fine Christian
character has gone to his rest, his splendid gifts and memory are
still our rich possession.

We are grateful to him for a quiet strength and deep faith
which we believe have influenced the congregation in a marked
degree.

Frederic Norcross, who had served for thirteen years on the vestry and
had contributed generously both in time and money to the parish, was
chosen as his successor.

During the late summer and fall of 1918 the Herald, like the
newspapers, gave most o fits space to war news and mentioned little about
the influenza epidemic which was beginning to spread through the United
States. In late September the first cases were reported in the Chicago area,;
on October 1, parish clergy conducted a service at a nea rby funeral home for
influenza victim Magdalene Greenfelder. Four other deaths from influenza or
pneumonia followed in the parish within a little over two weeks, and from
November 1918 through January 1919 eight more influenza -related deaths
are listed in  the register. Contemporary accounts indicate that a large
proportion of the victims were young or middle -aged; St. Chrysostom's
register bears witness to this. Funerals conducted by the clergy in November
included those of thirteen  -year -old Louis Lohrer, w ho had been confirmed
the previous spring, and eighteen -year -old Wesley Dempster, at school in
Arizona at the time of his death; in addition, former Boy Scout William Calvin
Hunt, seventeen, died of pneumonia in November on a troop ship en route
to France. None of the deceased whose ages are given were older than the
early forties.

With both the epidemic and the war in mind, the Women's Guild
canceled its bazaar for 1918; the members agreed to try to raise through
contributions the amount of money that migh t have been raised by a bazaar.
"This plan was carried out and brought to a most successful conclusion,"
according to the group's annual report; approximately $1610 was raised,
enough to fulfill the Guild's annual pledge and to make contributions to
severa | charities outside the parish.

"With the signing of the Armistice has come a feeling of immense
relief," wrote Dr. Hutton in the December 1918 Herald. "The long tension
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has been broken and in its place a furtive anxiety to get the full casualty list,
and to be assured of the well  -being of our boys ... On Sunday, November
10th, at 11 o'clock the service was one of Thanksgiving for Victory, the
armistice not yet being signed we could not officially celebrate the cessation
of hostilities. On Sunday, November 17th we were able to continue our
Thanksgiving. Both days were marked by good congregations and fine spirit.
On Thanksgiving Day | have asked for the gift of Liberty Bonds as a Thank
Offering for Peace and to commemorate the sacrifice of our men and women
in the Government service. | hope there will be a Bond for every one of the
135 stars on our Service Flag. This will constitute our Victory Endowment
Fund, for our Parish ... Savings Stamps or cash will be gratefully received."

A letter from Harry Remke, written "in France, by candlelight,”
described the armistice there: "Really they surely celebrated here o all
houses adorned with Allied colors 0 our bands play constantly 0 and the
French are kissing each other and etc." (The Herald added an editorial
comment: "What do you mean Harry, 'and etc.'?") Two parishioners had
returned home by December; Captain Angus Hibbard had finished his work
with the French Red Cross, and Captain Joseph Medill Patterson, co - editor
and publisher of the  Chicago Tribune, was b ack in the city after over a year
of service with the 149th Field Artillery. (Not long afterward he left Chicago
to found the New York Daily News. )

Dr. Hutton's 1918 Christmas message again reflects the spirit of the
time:

| wish you a happy Christmas. In some families this
message will go to those whose burden of sorrow is very heavy.
Let us, whose lot is happier, not forget the sweet fellowship of
sympathy for those who need strength to "carry on." Let our joy
be humbly constrained as we are in the midst of a world of
sadness and travail.

In any case | hope you will have done with the inertia of
self - satisfaction & that you will be a pioneer in sturdy sacrifice
0 that you will not try to get from life more than you put into it.
That you will not be conten t with comfort and respectability, but
strive to serve and be willing to leave the crowd when it drifts
into superficial ways.

| wish you an earnest spirit this coming year for the world
needs you to end its confusion. | wish you enough work to keep
you at your best, enough leisure to keep you cheerful and
enough rest to give you poise.

| would not have you free from cares, for they deepen life,
but I would have you find power to carry your burdens bravely,
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sweetly, smilingly. | would have you re -discover J esus at
Bethlehem and know the simple faith that transfigures life.

On December 11 vestry minutes record "an informal meeting of the
vestry of St. Chrysostom's Church, held at the home of Frederic F. Norcross,
1500 Astor Street," a dinner honoring senior w arden John Chew, "one of the
organizers of the church, in appreciation of his long and devoted service to
the Parish ... All present had a very delightful time." The historian cannot
but regret that the minutes do not give more detail, as the guests "liste ned
with great interest to remarks by Dr. Chew and by Mr. Norcross, as to the
various experiences through which the Parish had passed since its
inception.” The discussion touched not only on the parish's past but its
future: "the rapid growth of the Church and the question of continuing at the
present location or of moving to some other site, in connection with the
acquisition of the 60 feet of property south of the church was earnestly
advocated, and other sites in that immediate neighborhood were mentione d
and considered.” Clerk of the vestry M. Paul Noyes ended his minutes with
the comment, "Any record of this meeting would be incomplete without
reference to the quality of the dinner itself, which was eminently
satisfactory."

Treasurer N. Reynolds Brooks' report at the January 1919 vestry
meeting contained happy news: the year ending December 31, 1918 showed
"for the first time in the history of the parish a surplus [emphasisin
original], albeit small.” (The amount is given in the balance sheet as
$150.46 .)

At the annual meeting of the congregation on January 20, Mr.
MacWhorter announced plans for the celebration of Dr. Hutton's tenth
anniversary at St. Chrysostom's, to be held during the week of May 11. A
committee of Mr. MacWhorter and the two wardens w ould plan daily
activities "without the knowledge or connivance of the Rector." Frederic
Norcross reminded the group that March 1919 would mark the twenty -fifth
anniversary of the organization of St. Chrysostom's (the date of its
organization as a parishr  ather than that of the first service in 1893 was
taken as a starting point) and suggested that the two events might be
celebrated together.

Though few plans for the celebration survive, the Northeastern
Deanery of the diocese held its annual meeting at S t. Chrysostom's on May
12, recorded in the June issue of the Diocese. The luncheon, prepared by St.
Chrysostom's Women's Guild, was described as "particularly happy, being an
informal celebration of the tenth anniversary of the rectorship of the Rev.
N.O. Hutton ... [who] came to a parish which had been in a weak and listless

Copyright 2002, 2003, 2004, 2005, 2006, 2007, 2008, 2009 Saint Chrysostom's EfiScopa Page65



The History of St. Chrysostomos

state for some time, and under his able leadership ... has become one of the

strongest in the city." The dean of the deanery, the Reverend John Edwards

of the Church of the Holy Spirit , Lake Forest, and the Reverend Frederick
Budlong of St. Peter's Church (who had known Norman Hutton when both

were students at Hobart), "testified to the splendid leadership of Dr. Hutton

and to his peculiar ability for making friends. The rector made a v ery modest
reply to all these congratulations, saying that any success that had come to

him and to his exceptionally kind people, was due to the strength that comes

from the altar and constant prayer and services."

With parishioners returning to the city from war service and wartime
restrictions ended, activities began to resume their prewar pattern. Evening
services were reinstated in January 1919, with special organ music planned
in the hopes of increasing attendance. The annual assembly of the Knights o f
Washington on February 26 included many newly returned servicemen; the
"festive repast” for the group must have been a happy contrast to military
"chow." However, this is one of the last recorded references to the Knights
of Washington; Gardner MacWhorte r's departure from St. Chrysostom's in
spring 1920 may have been partly responsible, but almost certainly postwar
young men parishioners preferred coeducational to all -male activities.

The Junior Choir provided music at the Church School Lenten services
each Wednesday and Friday, while programs on the Church School's relation
to the parish, the diocese, domestic and foreign missions were presented on
four successive Sundays during Lent. Lady Catechism and the Child, the
Easter 1919 pageant of the Church S chool, covered the services and parts of
the Prayer Book. "Two Little Pilgrims," one of whom was played by Norman
Hutton, Jr., met representations of the services of the church: Matins,
Evensong, the Litany, Baptism, Lady Catechism, Confirmation, the Holy
Eucharist, the Psalter, Holy Matrimony, Visitation of the Sick, Requiem, Maris
Stella, Visitation of Prisoners, and Harvest Home. The Herald described the
pageant as "one of the most beautiful ever held in Saint Chrysostom's
Church." Other elaborate presen tations by young people are recorded in
1919 issues of the  Herald. A Girls' Friendly Society tableau on February 17
included "slackers ... in light and frivolous occupations” and Red Cross
nurses, while the junior choir made an appearance in the role of "T hrift
Stamps." In November the Church School performed a pageant in support of
the Episcopal Church's "Nation  -Wide Campaign" encouraging regular
pledging, with a cast including Complacency, Average Goodness, Half -
Selfishness, the Spirit of the Nation -Wide Campaign, Glad -Consecration, and
Venture -for - God.

Gardner MacWhorter gave an account of the summer season at Camp
Oronoko in the July 1919 Herald. "Any boy can go for a small fee depending
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on circumstances," he wrote, telling the story of two brothers who had saved
for camp but had to use their savings to pay the city tax for their dog; when

an unidentified person paid the tax, the boys were able to make the trip.

(We do not know the identity of the benefactor, but it is highly likely that

Frederick Spaldi ng, always generous, was responsible.) Among the boys in
attendance were "a deaf mute, a crippled boy, one who had lost his feet in

an accident, and a weak  -heart boy from County Hospital," as well as a group
of "undernourished boys"; the choir of men and b oys from the Cathedral of
St. Peter and Paul on the west side were at the camp for the last two weeks

of the season. Some of the boys worked at nearby berry fields or farms to

earn money.

Camp buildings now included a bungalow for camp director Spalding,
seven frame dormitories, a kitchen and a boathouse. Parishioner Joseph H.
Thompson continued his responsibility for the physical plant and, when he
could not find a builder to construct the bungalow, built it himself. Forty
boys could be handled comfortab ly; however, at some times during the
summer as many as sixty  -five were present. "There is always room for one
more at Camp Oronoko,"” wrote Frederick Spalding in the annual report of
the camp to the January 1920 parish meeting. "If he is a regular fellow .
the visitor will find a place not only in the bunkhouse and around the camp
fire but in the hearts of the campers. P.S. 0 Every one who comes to camp
is a regular fellow, including the girls and ladies." A feature of the camp,
which continued for most o fits history, was the awarding of an honor
pennant to one of the campers each day. The parish paid $1500 of the costs
of the camp, whose expenses totaled nearly $2500; much of the difference
was made up by "well wishers of the project who have no connecti on with
St. Chrysostom's Church ... If there are many people who, while not of our
parish, are for it, a number of them love it because of its service to
childhood through this fresh -air camp ... Camp Oronoko is the creation and
should be the pride of this Parish."

During the following summer, a number of mothers and children
recommended by the Central Free Dispensary attended the camp for two
weeks; a letter from one of the group addressed to "Kind Mr. Spalding”
reads: "We arrived safe in Chicago. When t he hours went by on Sunday we
told the folks what we would be doing if we were where you were. | am very
thankful to you for the good treatment you gave us. Gustaf and Joseph miss
you very much. Gustaf remembers you in his prayers at night. He says he
send s his love to you. So does Joseph." Another woman wrote, "l can never
forget how good and kind you were to us and loving to the children ... You
can tell we had enough to eat, for my baby gained 1 1/2 pounds."
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In 1916 Norman Hutton had conducted a Lenten ¢ lass on personal
religion which discussed the role of religion in dealing with "nervousness,
sleeplessness, irritability, morbidness, timidity and kindred topics." Three
and a half years later he pursued his interest in spiritual healing; in October
1919 J ames Hickson, an Episcopal layman, conducted a healing mission at
St. Peter's Church on Belmont Avenue, in which Dr. Hutton and St. Peter's
rector Frederick Budlong took part. The mission aroused considerable
controversy; newspaper accounts indicate both s trong support and strong
opposition to Mr. Hickson's ministry (the Reverend John T. McLaughlan of
the Church of Our Saviour described it as "immoral superstition").

Although some of the coverage seems to place emphasis on Mr.
Hickson himself rather than on the Lord's work in healing, the "healing
service" adopted at St. Chrysostom's shortly afterward seems, by present
standards at least, noncontroversial. The services, held twice a week
(Tuesday at 11 a.m. and Thursday at 8 p.m.), were "not confined to th ose
with physical disabilities,” but were also directed at persons facing "business
or family perplexities,” those wishing God's blessing on a new work they
were about to begin, or those in need of "spiritual help and guidance, and
strength against temptat ion," and were "not to take the place of the
physician, but to help him [sic] in his work of recovery." Possibly this did not
stop all criticism, for although the services continued for some time their
name was changed from "healing service" to "religion a nd health."

Gardner MacWhorter had served the parish as assistant for five years,
and by late 1919 felt ready to move on. He notified the vestry of his
intention to resign as of May 1, 1920, although he had not yet secured
another position; by the time of his departure he had been appointed priest
in charge of the mission at St. Lawrence, Libertyville, with responsibility for
churches in Antioch and Grays Lake. Mr. MacWhorter had taken an active

part in many parish activities; his service of nearly six year S as assistant
exceeded in length that of three rectors of the parish and all but one other
assistant or associate in the church's history. He had edited the Herald

throughout his tenure at St. Chrysostom's; not long after his departure, in

late 1920, the Herald ceased publication and information formerly included
in it was printed in the parish's weekly bulletins. It is possible that no one
could be found to replace him as editor; however, since the Herald
apparently lost money through most of its history, it may have been
discontinued for reasons of cost.

Emory Gallup's work as organist and choirmaster was a source of
satisfaction to both vestry and congregation. In early 1919 his annual report
described the choir's activity during the previous "banner yea r'; its size had
been reduced from 35 to 24, "much of the average type of music" had been
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"Junked" and "nothing but the best, from both a spiritual and musical point

of view" was to be used. New anthems representing the "best modern

music," by composers su  ch as César Franck, had been added to the
repertoire. Mr. Gallup had become known outside the parish as well. In 1918

he refused the position of music director at St. Paul's Church on the south

side at an increase in salary. In early 1920 St. Luke's Church , Evanston,
offered him a salary of $3000 a year (his salary at St. Chrysostom's was

$1800) and entire responsibility for supervising the construction of a new

organ costing not less than $30,000. He told Dr. Hutton of the offer and

indicated his willingne  ss to stay on at a somewhat lower salary than that
offered by St. Luke's. The vestry raised his salary to $2500 a year, increased

the $6000 annual music budget by a proportionate amount, and committed
themselves, as part of any renovation project for the c hurch, to a complete
overhaul and reconstruction under Mr. Gallup's direction of the organ given

by Aurelia Senn in 1897.

Though the choir's work was satisfactory, congregational participation
in the singing was poor. The Herald frequently referred to the problem; on at
least one occasion congregational singing was scheduled before the service
in an effort to correct the situation. Mr. Gallup took another approach. In the
summer of 1919 he attended a workshop conducted by Canon Winfred
Douglas and Peter C.  Lutkin, dean of the Northwestern University music
school, on the "New Hymnal" of 1916, now completed and ready to be
introduced in the church. At first "strongly prejudiced against the new book,
the Choirmaster was led to see the genuine excellence of the book before
many days had passed.” Many of its improvements would make for better
congregational singing, including changes in pointing of the canticles, and
the addition of plainsong melodies "peculiarly adapted to congregational
participation”; Mr. Gallu  p also praised the inclusion of the great chorales,
many with harmonies by "John Sebastian Bach." He concluded: "For the first
time in the history of the Episcopal Church the Hymnal, with music, is to be
found in every pew! ... In orders of one hundred or more the cost is but
$1.05. There should be a book for each person attending the services if we
are to make this a singing Parish. Our opportunity is at hand for better
participation in the service on the part of the congregation; the means for
that partic ipation is within the covers of the new Hymnal. Let us as a Parish
stand solidly back of the new Hymnal, the best book ever given to the
Church!" In response to this stirring endorsement, the vestry soon
afterwards voted to adopt the 1916 Hymnal and purcha se books for all
attending the services. The new book was first used at services on
December 14, 1919; at the service of February 29, 1920, Dean Lutkin spoke
on the Hymnal and some of the new hymns were sung.
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The junior choir joined with the senior choir a t services three or four
times a year and provided the music at the 11:00 service during part of the
time when the senior choir was on summer vacation. By fall 1920 the
Church School worship service had been enlarged to include four hymns by
the junior cho ir and a short address; it could be attended by parents
bringing their children, or as an alternative service for parishioners unable to
be present at 11:00. Students were encouraged to join in a "service league”
and to serve as acolytes or members of the Junior Altar Guild. In 1920, for
the first time, four students completed the full Church School program and
were honored at a special graduation service in May.

That fall the Reverend Robert Kimber, who had succeeded Mr.
MacWhorter as assistant, took ove r responsibility for the Church School
when Hannah Bishop opened the Bishop Book Shop in the parish house for
the sale of Sunday School curriculum materials, religious books and cards.

The shop was successful enough to move to larger quarters in the dioces an
headquarters building at 180 N. Wabash soon afterward. Mrs. Bishop died on
February 20, 1925, and was buried from Christ Church, Winnetka; the

February 1925 Diocese stated that her "influence and spirit will long be felt

in the work of religious educati on in which she was a pioneer" and described

her as possessing "the courageous determination of the pioneer and the

simple faith of a child."

In the early years of the parish, the principal Christmas service was a
celebration of the Holy Communion on Chr istmas morning, with music; the
service was repeated at 11 a.m. on the following Sunday for those persons
unable to attend on the day itself. For probably the first time in parish
history, a midnight Eucharist (so called in the service schedule) was held o n
Christmas Eve, 1920. The service began at 11:30 p.m. and was scheduled to
last not quite an hour; there were hymns and carols but no sermon. It was
obviously a popular addition, since (with the addition of a sermon) it has
remained part of the service sc hedule ever since.

A wedding of some interest took place during the late summer of
1920. Eleanor Ogden West, one of the "society girls" described in R.H.
Little's 1919 Tribune article, was married on September 18 to former parish
treasurer Perry Shepard, w  hose first wife had died so tragically in 1912. The
wedding took place not at St. Chrysostom's but at St. Stephen's Church at
the Wests' summer home in Pittsfield, Massachusetts; Dr. Hutton, still in the
east on his vacation, performed the service, assiste d by St. Stephen's rector,
the Reverend Stephen E. Keeler. Not long after their marriage, the Shepards
left the city when Perry Shepard's business took him to Indianapolis.

Copyright 2002, 2003, 2004, 2005, 2006, 2007, 2008, 2009 Saint Chrysostom's EfiScopa Page70



The History of St. Chrysostomos

Attendance at Sunday evening services, held only during the fall,
winter and spring , remained low. During early 1919 the evening service had
been held only once a month in the hope that this would increase
attendance. Musical programs and other special services were frequently
scheduled to attract worshipers; ten men led a 1920 campaign "mainly
among nonchurchgoers" hoping to reach an attendance of two hundred at
the evening service on December 19. In the first activity of its kind which
appears in parish records, some of the women were on hand after the
evening service to "welcome any co ming up for a social hour"; tea (instead
of coffee) was the beverage served on these occasions. The clergy did not
take part in the receptions but were available in the rector's study "to meet
the men informally and socially" (it is not clear why only men were included
in the invitation).

Though the evening service was not well attended, the Sunday 11
a.m. service attracted so many worshipers that shortage of space was now
the parish's major concern. As early as November 1916 it had become
necessary to ask  pewholders if they would allow unused space in their pews
to be rented to others. This had solved the problem for a while, but in the
April 1918 Herald Dr. Hutton wrote: "This method has now been exhausted
and we still find a waiting list. We can only thro w ourselves on the good  -will
and gracious hospitality of our people and ask them to be eager to offer
space in their pews for strangers and parishioners and endeavor to further
develop a spirit of whole  -souled welcome and affability. Ours is a small
family Church, and our great asset is our friendly spirit ... | hope each will
try to contribute to this spirit by offering a warm welcome to those who are
our guests. If you come late and find your pew occupied, please be glad, and
quietly find room for yoursel fin some unoccupied space. Be glad we can
minister to so many people.” The expansion of the church and parish house
to provide adequate space at services and provide facilities for ministry
within and beyond its borders would be a major concern in the com ing
years.
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HI STORY OF ST. CHRYSOSTOMO6S CHURCH
CHAPTER 5
Norman Hutton: The New Parish House and Church, 1920 -1928

At the dinner honoring John Chew in December 1918 the vestry had
made mention of the lack of space in the church on Sunday mornings. The
group discussed the question formally at its Janu ary 1919 meeting, agreeing
that "in view of the present prohibitive cost of building” the time was not
right to begin raising funds for expansion of the church. However, a
resolution was passed:

RESOLVED, that it is the sense of this meeting that the
Churc h continue in its present location, and that in view of its
possibilities of growth, immediate efforts be made looking to the
purchase by the Church of the 60 feet frontage ... south and
adjoining the present frontage of 105 feet owned by the Church,
givin g a total frontage of 165 feet, which ... will afford the
Church ample room for all purposes for many years to come,
and ... enable it to retain in working condition for present and
future use property of the value of at least $75,000, the greater
part of which would be lost in the event of removal to another
site.

Frederic Norcross, John Redmond, Edward Russell and J. Lewis
Cochran were appointed to a real estate committee to contract for the
purchase of the 60 feet south of the church. On February 1, John Redmond
signed a contract to purchase 1416 North Dearborn Street for $18,000;
$1000 was paid as earnest money, $7000 would be paid in cash on the date
of delivery of the deed, and the remaining $10,000 was to be paid in five
years with interest at six per cent per year.

Though the vestry had acquired the site and received proposals from
architects, they were unwilling to commit the parish to an expansion
program. The congregation was doubtful as well. According to results of a
parish questionnaire reported in the February 1920  Herald, 57 persons were
in favor of a new building, 92 opposed; 74 favored a new building when
costs might be less prohibitive, but 95 were opposed. However, the vote was
74 to 51 against remaining permanently in the present building, and a large
majority (98 to 26) favored use of the house south of the church or some
other property to "enlarge the possibilities of parish work." The final choice,
to "continue as is and hope conditions become more normal," was favored
92 to 45.

Copyright 2002, 2003, 2004, 2005, 2006, 2007, 2008, 2009 Saint Chrysostom's EfiScopa Page72



The History of St. Chrysostomos

In Febru ary 1920 Norman Hutton told the vestry that he had spoken
to architect Bertram Goodhue of the New York firm of Cram, Goodhue and
Ferguson about a remodeling plan; although the rector recommended
commissioning Mr. Goodhue and beginning fund -raising, the ves try voted
against his proposal. Dr. Hutton felt that it was time to move ahead; on
Sunday, April 18, apparently without the previous knowledge of the vestry,
he told the congregation that he would make an important address on the
following Sunday. Minutes of a special meeting held that afternoon at the
home of Angus Hibbard describe the vestry's response.

The Senior Warden, Dr. Chew, occupied the chair and
stated that the Vestry had assembled informally ... to discuss
the announcement made by the Rector . .. that on the following
Sunday, April 25, he would address the parish on a subject of
vital importance to him and to the parish, it being the
understanding of the Vestry that his announcement undoubtedly
had reference to the proposed establishment of a bu ilding fund.
After a thorough discussion ... it was decided to invite the
Rector to attend the meeting and state fully his plans regarding
his proposed announcement ... as well as his plans and desires
generally with reference to work in the parish ...
The Rector stated that his announcement ... referred to
the proposed establishment of a building fund ... and also dealt
quite fully with his ambitions and desires, not only as to that, but
as to the work of the parish generally, and what it could
accomplish under changed conditions.
Among other things the Rector stated that while he had
been very happy in his work in the parish ... and had no desire
to go elsewhere, he frankly did not feel that he could go on
under the existing conditions in the present churc h building, and
that unless he could have the definite assurance of the Vestry
that these conditions would be remedied as soon as the situation
in the building trade should warrant ... he really felt it would be
better for the parish if he were to step asi de now and allow the
Vestry to select a successor.
Mr. Smith and Mr. Ranney then voiced the sentiment of
the Vestry in stating that from its standpoint the Vestry would be
very unwise to undertake the collection of a building fund, or
subsequently enter up  on building operations, except upon the
definite understanding that the Rector would continue with the
parish and lend his own enthusiastic aid and support during the
period (estimated from three to five years) which would be
required to secure the necessa ry funds and complete the
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building; whereupon the Rector assured the Vestry that it would

be his pleasure with the approval and active support by the

Vestry of the building project to remain with the parish and

devote his best efforts to the successful con summation of this
project.

After this forthright discussion the vestry voted its approval of the
fund, appointing George Ranney to make a statement the following Sunday
in support of the project.

A letter dated April 25, 1920 (possibly reproducing the text of the
rector's speech) described Dr. Hutton's hopes for changing "the present
church building into an adequate and beautiful structure." Parish house
activities would be moved to the recently purchased site south of the church.
Construction would begin " at such time in the future 0 say fiveyears 0
when building and economic conditions warrant.” The importance of the
project was again stressed: "No expedient can solve the problem of the
condition of the buildings ... The Rector feels new leadership must b e
secured if the parish cannot follow through."

The fund had made considerable progress by fall. According to the
November 7 bulletin, $62,175 had been received from 66 people in amounts
from $10,000 to $5. "This is not a desire for a finer church 0 aluxury.ltis
a necessity born of growth ... We will work to keep the charm of our present
church, adding only those features that will make it beautiful and dignified.”
The bulletin for November 28 included a "Prayer for the New Parish Church™:

O God, who did st bless Solomon in the building of the
temple; look graciously upon all endeavors to restore the outer
fabrics of thy Church, and to create new places for thine honor
and worship. As Thou hast put it into our minds to build Thee a
holy and beautiful house , so give us courage and strength to
finish the work which we have undertaken. Open our hearts and
hands that we may gladly give Thee of Thine own. Hasten the
time when this building completed, and free from every debt,
shall be consecrated to Thy service forever. Make this church an
abiding place of Thine honor, a bond of unity and peace to Thy
people, and a gate of heaven. As Thy servants build and give to
Thee, so build Thou in them Thy spiritual temple and fill it with
Thy presence; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

A February 27, 1921 progress report stated that $111,745 had been
raised, but that more was needed. Norman Hutton was concerned lest
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parishioners who could not make large contributions feel that their gifts were
not welcome.

There are over 500 p  eople in the parish ... who are able to
give $250.00, $100.00 or $50.00, dividing it into five annual
payments or twenty quarterly payments. The church cannot be
built without the aid of the smaller subscribers. Five hundred
subscriptions of $200.00 are $1 00,000, and the subscriber can
pay $40.00 a year for five years, or $10.00 a quarter, or $3.33 a
month. There are many of our people who want to help, but who
feel their ability is too small to count. There are easily five
hundred persons who can give $3.3 3 a month toward what we
will call THE POPULAR HUNDRED THOUSAND DOLLAR FUND.

Lists of contributions to the fund, regularly published in the bulletins,
after this time begin to include figures of $3.33; gifts surely as important as
the larger and more highl y publicized donations received from Richard T.
Crane, Jr., William Wrigley, Jr. and others during the course of the
campaign.

As part of the 1921 Holy Week service schedule, Dr. Hutton scheduled
a prayer vigil in the church on Maundy Thursday, March 24. B eginning with
the 7:30 a.m. service of Holy Communion, at least one person would remain
in the church in prayer until the preparation service for Easter Holy
Communion at 8 p.m.; prayers would be offered for a new church building, a
new power in spiritual life and a deeper awareness of the meaning of Calvary
and the Resurrection. Dr. Hutton later described the Holy Week and Easter
observance as "the greatest week in the history of the parish™; 226 people,
many of them men, took part in the vigil, attendance at the Three Hours
service on Good Friday was larger than usual, and 468 persons of a total of
556 communicant members made their communions on Easter Sunday. For
a number of years afterward, a Maundy Thursday prayer vigil remained part
of the parish Holy =~ Week observance.

Bertram Goodhue's plans for the church and parish house had been
received by the fall of 1920. Some modifications were suggested at a vestry
meeting in September; the group felt that other designs should be
considered as well. A Building Committee headed by George Ranney, with
Frederic Norcross, George Higginson, John Redmond, J. Lewis Cochran and
Fletcher Durbin as members, held its first meeting in July 1921. Chicago
architect John Pridmore had submitted "elaborate drawings and plans" on his
own initiative; the committee noted that "as no competition of architects had
been invited, it was the opinion of the members ... [that his] work could not
be recognized." Plans by Goodhue and by Holabird & Roche were
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pronounced "unsatisfactory”; thou gh some members thought that Holabird &
Roche, "notwithstanding their efforts to this time, could produce better and

more acceptable plans,” one "doubted if this firm had the feeling and back -
ground necessary." Architect and St. Chrysostom's parishioner Wi lliam E.
Parsons of the firm of Bennett and Parsons, who had volunteered his

professional services instead of making a monetary contribution to the

building fund, worked with assistant rector Robert Kimber to develop an

interior arrangement for the new bui ldings. It was suggested that Mr.
Parsons make floor plans which could be purchased by the architects, or be
associated in some way with the architects who were chosen to do the work;
again, to "avoid the appearance of a competition," it was agreed that he

should not go further with his work.

The vestry discussed architectural plans at its October 1921 meeting.
An offer of $30,000 for the building immediately north of the church had
been refused, and since it was uncertain how much land would be needed
for the new buildings, the offer was not followed up. Dr. Hutton suggested
that construction be done in stages, beginning with the parish house; later
the church interior could be remodeled. However, the vestry were unable to
agree on the designs, with five m embers in favor of the Holabird & Roche
plan, two for the Goodhue plan and two supporting the Pridmore plan.

Two weeks later, on November 6, building committee president George
Ranney put forward a proposal based on Mr. Parsons' design. The house at
1414 North Dearborn directly south of the church property would be
purchased, permitting the remodeling of 1414 and 1416 North Dearborn into
one house for use as a rectory and "other parish purposes.” The parish office
would be located on the first floor of th e combined building, and the upper
floors would house the rector and other parish staff (assistant clergy, the
sexton, the organist, the Church School superintendent, and parish office
employees have resided there at various periods). The house at 1420 wou ld
be torn down and the space used as a courtyard. An outdoor pulpit with
access from the office area would face the new courtyard, and a cloister and
gymnasium would link the offices and rectory to the church and the 1913
parish house. A new and larger ch urch building would be constructed on the
existing site, incorporating many of the features of the original church; its
entrance would be moved from the back of the church to the south side
facing the courtyard. The plan met with the "hearty approval” of t he rector
and vestry; two weeks later J. Lewis Cochran was authorized to proceed with
the purchase of 1414 North Dearborn at $16,500 ($11,500 in cash and the
remaining $5000 by assumption of an existing mortgage).

The building committee voted on November 30 to employ the firm of
Walcott and Clark to prepare plans, with William Parsons' firm of Bennett
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and Parsons as consulting architects. Chester Walcott had been a member of
the firm of Brown and Walcott in 1912 and 1913 when the first parish house
had be en constructed. His work at St. Chrysostom's added considerably to

his reputation; both parish house and church won awards as "best

remodeled building" on the near north side in an annual competition

sponsored by the Lake Shore Bank and judged by architect ural society
representatives.

Following Norman Hutton's recommendation, work began first on the
parish house; the parish bulletin acknowledged head acolyte Vernon
Walther's "valuable service" in preparing measured drawings and blueprints
of the existing bu ildings. In the final plan, a stage was included in the
gymnasium, making the room usable for theatrical productions as well as
athletics; the gymnasium could also be used for large parish meetings and
the annual bazaar. The new space on the second floor w as mainly devoted
to a room extending over both gymnasium and cloister. Given as a memorial
to Alice Wrenn Norcross and designed as a meeting place for guilds and
other parish organizations, it would become known as the Guild Room. On
the south end of the  second floor, Dr. Hutton's former study from the 1420
North Dearborn building was remodeled as a chapel for the kindergarten and
primary classes. The enlarged basement was devoted to Church School
classes, providing much needed space since at this period e nroliment was
increasing rapidly. (There were 235 pupils in January 1921; enroliment that
fall exceeded 300.) The first floor room of the 1913 parish house, previously
referred to as the Assembly Room, became known as the North Room after
completion of the  new structure.

Other parish activities continued as work on the building progressed.
In the spring of 1921 a Social Service Committee was established, with Myra
Parsons, wife of architect William Parsons, as its head; the clergy, Margaret
Conover and Fre derick Spalding were among its members. At first its
mission seems to have been the provision of help to individuals. According to
the committee's 1921/22 annual report, it had provided six families with
financial aid for rent and food, made efforts to fin d better jobs for working
mothers and fathers and to arrange for child care, and supplied clothes and
medical aid where needed. In 1922 the committee paid the expenses of four
campers at Camp Oronoko.

The 1922 camp season broke all records. It extended o ver a longer
period than ever before and served over 375 campers, who stayed for
differing lengths of time, with usually about seventy in attendance on an
average week. Frieda Hicks, the camp cook, learned to cope with the
unceasing activity: "Whenever | s ee a car drive into the grounds, | add five
more places." Mrs. Hicks and her sons Elmer and Orville were active in the
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parish for many years. Mrs. Hicks served as parish cook until her retirement

in 1955, preparing breakfasts, Women's Guild luncheons and m any other
meals including the annual turkey dinner, while EImer and Orville Hicks were
regular attendants at Church School and continued as active members into

adult life. Ruth Wilkinson in later years recalled Frieda Hicks: "She always

made it clear that itwas her kitchen."

In the fall of 1922 the camp received a generous gift. Former Church
School student and Boy Scout Rensselaer Cox, Jr. had died at sixteen in
September 1921 in a tragic accident at the family's summer home in Lake
Forest, when his pony  threw him after being startled by a speeding car. His
mother Louise made a gift of eleven acres of land adjoining the campsite in
his memory. Rensselaer Cox's name was given to the camp dining hall built
in the following year, and the Cox family continued their support of the camp
throughout its existence. By 1923 camp attendance reached 468, attracting
all age groups "short of senility."

Treasurer Benjamin Taylor's report to the 1921 annual meeting
described changes in bookkeeping procedures instituted in response to
recent growth in income. Parish income over the past six years had grown
from $11,000 to $30,000, while "missionary" giving for work outside the
parish had risen even more dramatically, from $2000 to $14,000. The report
also discussed another  financial issue:

The pew renting system, while offensive to some people, is
a source of positive and dependable revenue and it is hoped that
no one will stay away from church because they have no pew. As
a matter of fact, if there are those who would lik e to have a pew
and can afford to pay no rent, we have spaces for them and can
assign regular sittings. We have a schedule of rates probably
cheaper than any other church of corresponding prominence but
they are flexible and the Treasurer will always be gl ad to consult
those who desire sittings.

Further information on the parish budget appeared in a March 1921
letter promoting pledging and the "Nation -Wide Campaign." In 1920 pew
rents had brought in one  -fifth of the church's income, slightly under
$10,000; pledge income to the parish totaled over $14,000, while pledges
for mission work were over $13,000. The remainder of the income of just
over $50,000 came from plate offerings and Christmas, Easter and special
gifts. (Though not stated in the letter, an exa mination of financial data for
previous years indicates that this was the first year in which pledge income
exceeded the amount received in pew rents.) Dr. Hutton's salary had been
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raised to $5400 a year in 1919; the parish's 1920 budget for salaries,
incl uding clergy, organist, sexton and office staff, totaled slightly over
$13,600.

In 1896, Mr. Snively had suggested a rotating vestry; no action on the
proposal had been taken. Shortly before the United States' entry into World
War I, Norman Hutton had made a similar suggestion. Again (probably
because of the outbreak of war) the vestry had not acted. In January 1922
Dr. Hutton revived the plan, to take effect at the end of that year; although
meeting with some opposition, it passed, and the vestry drew lots to
determine when each member's term should end. However, at the end of
1922, "owing to the pendency of building operations and other matters
vitally affecting the interests of the Parish," the plan was postponed for a
year, and in late 1923 it was voted "inoperative."

As work progressed on the parish house, the promised renovation of
the organ was also under way. On October 29, 1922, an announcement
appeared in the bulletin:

The installation of the organ is nearing completion, and it
is hoped it will b e possible to use it at the service this morning

The arch leading from the organ chamber into the north
aisle of the church has been walled up and an additional opening
... has been made in the chancel directly over the display pipes

The mechanism of the instrument is, with the exception of
the chests, entirely new; the reeds are, for the most part, also
new ... The console ... will be placed in a "well" at the south side
of the chancel behind the pulpit. The arrangement will greatly
facilitate the  handling of the choir.

The pipes 0 over3,000inall & have been cleaned,
completely revoiced and re  -tuned, and are as good as the day
they were made.

Mr. George E. La Marche ... has had charge of the work,
and it is with pleasure that we acknowledge the painstaking care
that has brought to a satisfactory completion the organ which for
twenty -five years has served this Parish.

The announcement was overoptimistic, since the instrument was not
ready for use until Sunday, December 10. The organ was dedicated on the
afternoon of December 17; on the following evening the lllinois chapter of
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the American Guild of Organists sponsored an inaugural recital by Chandler
Goldthwaite, city organist of St. Paul, Minnesota.

Just as the 1913 parish house had been inaugura ted at the Women's
Guild bazaar, so the Guild's annual sale on December 7, 1922 was the first
activity to be held in the new parish house; construction, though not
completed, had progressed far enough to allow the sale to be held there.
Newspaper stories n  amed a number of the women involved. Alice Cochran,
wife of building committee and vestry member J. Lewis Cochran, was
"general chairman" of the event; Cornelia Ranney, another vestry wife,
headed the toy booth. Mrs. D. Mark Cummings, an active member of t he
Mothers' Club, had charge of fancy goods, while other merchandise included
books, toys, infants' wear, a "boudoir table" under the direction of Mrs.
Charles Garfield King, and a "utility table.” A food table featured "homemade
candies, cakes, etc.," pre  served fruits and plum pudding. Mrs. Hutton and
Mary Noyes, whose husband Paul was at that time clerk of the vestry, were
responsible for a grab bag and Christmas tree for children; Mrs. George A.
McKinlock, mother of one of the parishioners killed in Wor Id War |, was in
charge of the dinner. Many reservations had been received for the meal,
including one from Mrs. Chester Dawes, a member of the 1894 committee
raising money to construct the original building. A new feature was the
dance which ended the eve  ning, with music by the University Club jazz
band; Mrs. King's daughter Ginevra Mitchell was among the younger group
assisting with the dance. Receipts from the sale reached a record high of
over $5000, over $2100 of which was given to the Social Service
Committee; Dr. Hutton described the bazaar as "in many respects the
greatest event in the history of the parish.” Two days later, Frederic
Norcross' older daughter Phoebe married Richard Bentley in the church. The
following day, the use of the renovated org an for the first time at a Sunday
service formed a happy conclusion to the week.

The bazaar dance was almost certainly inspired by the activities of an
organization new to the parish that fall. John Astley - Cock (describing himself
as "Considens sed non Pra esidens" of the group) described it in florid fashion
in the bulletin of November 12, 1922.

"Why were you absent Tuesday evening?" 0 to some this
is patent, to others cryptic; read and be enlightened!
There exists in connection with this church an organi zation

called 6 well that's just the point meritorious, it isn't really an
organization for it has no constitution, and it isn't called anything
because it is nameless. It is inchoate yet potent, anonymous yet
vital, amorphous yet definite!

Copyright 2002, 2003, 2004, 2005, 2006, 2007, 2008, 2009 Saint Chrysostom's EfiScopa Page80



The History of St. Chrysostomos

One friend call s it the "Wochlichdienstagabendessenverein”
[weekly Tuesday evening dinner meeting], which is gross but
true, for we do meet weekly every Tuesday evening for supper:
another friend calls it "Le cercle des jeunes esprits" [club for the
young in spirit], whi  ch is subtle but not wholly true, for though
merriment abounds there is no limit in years: yet another
designates it the "Society for Endoparochial Sociability," which is
cumbrous but a fact, for we do practice what Dr. Hutton has so
often thundered ex cat hedra 0 "Extend the glad hand to thy
neighbour!"

Quintessentially, it is best encompassed by the word
Coenaculum, or in plain English, a congenial symposium of
kindred hedonists. A true Agape, not according to medieval
ecclesiasticism but in the pristine u sage of the Attic community:
and Mr. Douglas Street is master of ceremonies. A millennium
since an Arab sage remarked:

My Friend, know well that in unhappiness,

All tempering comfort must be found within;

Without, is naught but utter loneliness;

No country , hospitality, nor kin!

But we would not have it so in this adelphic age. To the
unhappy would we extend comfort, to the homeless offer
hospitality, to the lonely present companionship: these people
are our people and them we entreat. In the quaint Jacob ean
parlance "our conversation is toward the stranger within our
gates," and the day will come when somebody, within or without
the church, will say to you, "What about Tuesday evening?" and,
if you are of the illuminati, you will smile and reply "I'm with
you!" but if his question is met by interrogative bewilderment he
will divine your lack and forthwith proffer counsel.

The group was at first listed in bulletins as the Young People's Social
Club, but became known as the Tuesday Nighters because of the date of its
meetings and remained active for over ten years. "The club was originally
formed to reach into the neighborhood for those whose environment is apt
to be lonely & the man living in the rooming -house, the girl in business, the
out of town student  attending business in the city," stated a brochure
published shortly after completion of the parish house. "The main idea is a
general 'get -together' so that strangers may become acquainted and those
who already know one another may make other friendships "
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In addition to the dinner meetings, at which attendance normally
numbered about fifty, dances were often scheduled. Stephen Hord, a young
banker who joined the parish in the early 1920s and was elected to the
vestry in 1924, was an active member of th e group who often took part in
planning the dances; another Tuesday Nighter and dance committee
member was Frederic Norcross' younger daughter Catherine. In an event
which, we may imagine, gave much pleasure to the group, Catherine
Norcross was married to Stephen Hord at St. Chrysostom's on October 9,
1926.

Dances were not the Tuesday Nighters' only activity. On February 7
and 8, 1923, the parish house auditorium was inaugurated with the
presentation of a musical, The Springtime Girl, by the organization. It seems
to have been highly successful. Later that year parishioner Gloria Chandler
directed a program of one  -act plays by the group, and productions by the
"Cloister Mummers" under her direction continued for several years; at one
point the Tuesday Nigh ters found it necessary to discuss other activities for
persons not wishing to take part in dramatics. A little over a month after the
inauguration of the auditorium, the gymnasium was completed, and the
bulletin of March 18 reported the forthcoming move o f the parish office to its
new quarters.

As building continued, Dr. Hutton, in a February 18, 1923 bulletin
message using the image of the streetcar, stressed the importance of
looking beyond the physical fabric of the church. "He would be a foolish
motorm an ... who essayed to dispense with power as the car grinds up the

grade ... Our church is on the up -grade. For thirty years this parochial unit
has been climbing. She is far up the slope, but the journey's end is not nigh.
It will not come in our day. For all of us there is but one course 0 up. But

we cannot climb without power, and we cannot have power unless we apply

it. tisthere & there on the altar of the Eternal Presence, within the grasp

of all, it is in the response to every prayer that goes from sincere hearts to
the throne of grace. To all is that throne accessible; to all is given the

privilege of prayer."

The new parish house was dedicated at a service in the courtyard at 3
p.m. on Sunday, April 29. In case of rain the service was to be held i n the
church; however, the weather cooperated, with sunshine and temperatures
in the fifties. The program for the day included an essay by Frederick
Spalding.

THE GATE OF HEAVEN
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In his work on "The Ruined Abbeys of Great Britain," Ralph
Adams Cram produced a sketch of a lonely facade, all that was
left of a once stately building, dedicated to the glory of God, and
inscribed it, "The Ghost of Greatness." Victim of prejudice,
bigotry, and vandalism, it ... stands, in forlorn testimony to the
survival of unlov ely traits in human character.

We turn to the graceful fabric ... that represents the effort
of a devoted people to minister in their day ... to ... needs, both
spiritual and temporal ... It is about to be dedicated to the high
purpose for whichitwasin  tended and in the spirit of which it
was conceived. The ordained servants who will be its human
administrators are appointed and chosen. After today its gates
will spring open to welcome those who may claim inheritance as
its children by birth, by adoption , by grace.

What is the great ideal of those set apart for ministry and
service here and now? Not, first of all, to show curiosity seekers
the marvels of artistry and convenience which these buildings
reveal. They who come here are the needy, hoping that their
wants may be supplied. We do not mean the poor alone. There is
none that is without need. Heartache is common to all. "Blessed
are they that mourn, for they shall be comforted" 0 here at the
hands of those who have an unchangeable priesthood in
succe ssion to the Man of Sorrows who first spoke the beatitudes.
"Blessed are they who hunger and thirst after righteousness, for
they shall be filled." Blessed are they who wander about as
sheep having no shepherd, for here shall one be found. Blessed
are they who seek an open door at the end of a toilsome way,
for here, verily, is the Kingdom of Heaven.

Shall we not, indeed, make it so? Shall we not so
administer this magnificent trust that from far and near
strangers and pilgrims shall come ... to pay tribute to our fidelity
in the fulfillment of a great duty? Shall we not so set forth the
life and teaching of the Son of Man that all who come may find in
us only lesser reflections of Him ... ?

We shall fail if we make not our practice to conform to the
life an d practice of Him in whose name these walls were built
and for whose sake these works are done. To all that there is
here, and for pilgrims on the journey once for all gone over, we
open the gate of the buildings and those of our hearts, ready to
serve to the uttermost all who have need, all who would taste
the wider life that makes each one reverent in the deeper
knowledge of the wonder of God's creation and of the part of His
children in their immeasurably rich inheritance.
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The procession (to the hymn "On ward, Christian Soldiers") included
trumpeters, the junior and senior choir, the Junior Brotherhood of St.
Andrew and the Boy and Girl Scouts, as well as two crucifers, several
banner -bearers, the architects, the wardens and vestry, and clergy (not only
th ose taking part in the service but, among others, the Right Reverend
Archimandrite Mardary of the Serbian Diocese of the Eastern Orthodox
Church, in gold cloth vestments).

Not one but three addresses were given from the outdoor pulpit which
formed part of the new structure. John Timothy Stone of Fourth Presbyterian
Church (who may have recalled the day of the 1914 fire when he had helped
to remove the altar furnishings from the building) was the first speaker;
following the hymn "All Hail the Power of Jesus " Name," Horace Bridges of
the Chicago Ethical Culture Society spoke. The hymn "Come, thou Almighty
King" preceded the address of the principal speaker, Bishop Charles P.
Anderson. His speech was extensively quoted in the next day's Tribune.

This church is in a peculiar position. It is between the rich
who probably have too much and the poor who certainly have
too little ... There is more wealth and intelligence in this parish
than in any other of the 130 in my diocese. Your modesty may
prevent you froma cknowledging this compliment, but I know all
the churches better than any of you do, and | know the truth of
what | am saying. Wealth and intelligence mean obligation. |
hope this parish house will not become an ecclesiastical club
where you come together simply for your own comfort, but will
be a place where will be produced workers for the political and
civil leadership of Chicago and where young men and women,
some of them persons of wealth, will go to non -Christian lands
as doctors, nurses and missionar ies.

A prayer of dedication followed the bishop's address; the Hallelujah
Chorus and the hymn "The Church's One Foundation" ended a notable day in
parish history.

Vestry member J. Lewis Cochran, employed in real estate and largely
responsible for the devel  opment of the Edgewater community on the north
side of Chicago, had played an important part on the building committee. By
1923 his health had declined and he was confined for the most part to a
wheelchair; on September 25 he died in a fall from a window. The vestry
paid tribute to "his kindly courtesy, his wise counsel and constructive
judgment, his strong Christian character and constant devotion to duty,"
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adding that "his advice and generosity were responsible in large measure for
the decision ...toere  ct ... a new Parish House and Rectory."

The health of senior warden John Chew had also begun to fail. Dr.
Chew, now over eighty years old, had been ill for an extended period in
1922; though present at the vestry meeting of January 21, 1923, he was
unable to attend the parish annual meeting the next day and the rector
expressed his concern. Dr. Chew never again attended a vestry meeting,
although his obituary indicates that he was able to continue some activity
until shortly before his death from cancer on August 14, 1924. The
September 1924  Diocese described his death: "Conscious for a few hours
before the last, [he] received the Sacrament of the Church and smilingly
passed into the hand of his Maker." A resolution passed by the vestry
expressed the "heartf  elt sense of loss and sorrow" felt on his decease.

Dr. Chew's service to St. Chrysostom's Church and Parish
and to the Diocese of Chicago was long and faithful ... For many
years he was a member of the Standing Committee of the
Diocese, also lending his  intelligence and energy to its work in
various other capacities.

He was truly a Christian gentleman, a devout follower
of the Master, exemplifying in all his life and acts the beauty of
the religion of Jesus; and in the community, as in the ch urch, he
endeared himself to all who knew him by his spirit of helpfulness
and his inspiring attitude of confidence in the progress of the
world toward better living.

Frederic Norcross was elected senior warden to succeed Dr. Chew,
while building committee chairman George Ranney became the new junior
warden. Two vestry vacancies were filled at the annual meeting the following
January. Frederick Spalding, after many years of active service to the parish,
was one of those elected; his work at Camp Oronoko and his many other
contributions to the parish made him a logical choice for the position. Albert
Sprague, the second new member of the vestry, could be said to typify the
“civil leadership of Chicago” to which Bishop Anderson referred in his
address at the d edication of the parish house. Besides his work as chairman
of Sprague -Warner & Company, Mr. Sprague was at this time city
commissioner of public works; he was also a trustee of the Field Museum,
the Chicago Symphony Orchestra, the John Crerar Library, the Shedd
Aquarium and Children's Memorial Hospital, and his World War | service has
been described earlier. In 1924 he was a candidate for United States
senator; on April 6 Dr. Hutton wrote in the bulletin that he was "not
hesitating to influence votes in be half of Colonel Sprague" on the Democratic
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ticket in the primary election. (Though victorious in the primary, he was
defeated at the general election in November.) Later he would head the
Chicago Plan Commission.  Chicago and its Makers,  a 1929 biographical
compilation, stated, "Albert Arnold Sprague has wrought much for the city
beautiful and has helped to leave for the Chicagoans of tomorrow a city of
educational and artistic opportunities ... An Episcopalian, he is quietly active

in his church ... acharm  ing and popular figure in society and a substantial
aid in the cultural circles of Chicago."

Bulletins and brochures from late 1923 and 1924 describe church
activities after completion of the parish house. The Women's Guild, as well
as "taking a leading  part in the Annual Parish Bazaar," in 1922 -23 senta
missionary box to North Dakota and supported many diocesan organizations
including St. Luke's Hospital and St. Mary's Home for Children; in addition, it
was responsible for "the burden of the parish's | arge measure of
entertainment, such as providing for Deanery functions and the Diocesan
Woman's Auxiliary." The Mothers' Club met on Wednesday afternoons:
"about two hours are devoted to sewing while the [presiding officer] reads a
book aloud or interestin ~ gly summarizes current events. Afternoon Tea is
served immediately before adjournment. The Club takes orders for aprons
and linen sets for Luncheons, work also is carried out for the Annual Parish
Bazaar." The group's flower fund remained in existence.

The Girls' Friendly Society continued its weekly evening meetings,
raising funds through social activities for contributions to the parish building
fund and other charities 0 St. Luke's Hospital, the City Missions, Lawrence
Hall, and a variety of diocesan G.F. S. activities including a "Holiday House"
near South Haven, Michigan providing accommodation for vacationing
members. The organization regularly hosted a Christmas party for children
from St. Mary's Home for Children; G.F.S. candidates, some of whom also
sang in the junior choir, met in the afternoons for sewing, and at Christmas
sent stockings filled with "candy and other small articles” to missions. The
Boy Scouts remained active under the supervision of Frederick Spalding; a
Girl Scout troop had also bee  n organized.

A letter from Presiding Bishop Daniel Tuttle in the February 25, 1923
bulletin encouraged children to contribute to the Lenten mite boxes.
"Soldiers in the Church Army you all are ... You don't shoot round bullets of
lead ... but flat pieces of nickel and silvery dimes. You don't shoot to kill men
... but you bring down and then send out live missionaries over all the world
... FORWARD! MARCH!" Church School enrollment that fall was so large that
some classes had three or even four sections. The children's chapel, which
had been decorated by the Altar Guild, was now in use; under the "able
supervision" of Eleanor East, superintendent of the kindergarten and primary
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department, a worship service for the younger children was held there each
Sund ay, and the nine members of the Altar Guild met there for corporate
communion on October 18.

The Brotherhood of St. Andrew, as well as a Junior Brotherhood for
boys of fifteen and over directed by Frederick Spalding, sponsored a weekly
men's Bible study  group and continued to welcome visitors to the church and
to work for the spread of the Kingdom beyond parish bounds. Efforts to
revive a Men's Club in late 1923 and early 1924 met with little success, as
only two meetings are listed in the parish schedul e. In summer 1924 an
innovation took place when parishioner George B. Foster made
arrangements with Commonwealth Edison Company for broadcast of the
11:00 service on the radio.

The 1923 Christmas services made use of the new facilities. The junior
choir sa ng carols in the neighborhood from 7 to 9 p.m., concluding in the
new courtyard. (Weather permitting, the choir planned to wear their robes
for caroling; this may have been possible, as the temperature that year was
exceptionally mild.) Later, trumpeters p layed from the outdoor pulpit and
the senior choir sang carols in the cloister before the midnight service at
11:30. After the installation of the carillon, a carillon recital replaced the
trumpeters, but carol singing in the cloister continued throughout Dr.
Simonds' years as organist. The junior choir sang at the 11 a.m. service on
Christmas Day.

The parish had taken to heart Bishop Anderson's admonition that its
new buildings not be used solely as an "ecclesiastical club.” In early 1924
the Social Servic e Committee, using funds provided by the Women's Guild,
paid a social worker to develop a program of community activities. After a
month, over 100 persons had enrolled in a variety of classes; sewing, ladies'
gym, "Rickety -Dink" and "Sunshine" girls' group s, and play hours for
children 5to 7 and 7 to 12. By the following year a Community Center had
been established in the parish. Its programs included team games and
manual training for boys, little theatre for girls, a doll club and play store for
younger girls, and gym classes and dramatics for adults; later, domestic
science and "pianoforte instruction" were added.

The 1924 camp season extended from the end of May to the end of
September; campers came from as far away as Columbus, Ohio and Kansas
City, Ka nsas. According to the camp brochure, activities included general
scouting, map drawing, hiking with occasional overnight trips, "tree, bird,
butterfly and moth study," track and field, swimming, baseball and boxing,
with "camp order, personal hygiene, set ting up, drill, courtesy and service"
each day. Among the institutions represented at the camp in the middle and
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late 1920s were St. Alban's School in Sycamore, lll., Lawrence Hall, the
Chicago Nursery and Half Orphan Asylum, United Charities, St. Luke's
Hospital, the Children's Hospital and the Institute for Juvenile Research; in
1928 Frederick Spalding, then president of the diocesan Junior Brotherhood
of St. Andrew, arranged for that group to hold its spring assembly at the
camp in early June. In the cam p's tenth full -summer season in 1926,
attendance was 560 compared to 120 in 1917; expenses had risen from
$1233.50 to $12,713.43.

Several new buildings (often paid for by small gifts from a large
number of campers) were constructed in the 1920s; some wer e named for
deceased former campers or other children who had died at an early age.
Joseph Thompson continued to have charge of physical maintenance of the
site: "the parish has no conception of what the camp and the parish owe to
this efficient and tirele  ss worker," wrote Mr. Spalding. Rollin Hunt, a camper
at about this period, recalls that "Indians in the area visited the camp and
we would learn about their customs; once a year there would be a day when
we would dress as Indians.” Parishioner Angus Hibba rd used his amateur
musical skills to write a song for the camp.

Oronoko, Oronoko, camp of happy days,

Every girl and every boy is singing in your praise.
Oronoko, you are calling when the summer comes,
Bidding us a welcome from St. Chrysostom's.

St. Chry sostom's had been able to retain Emory Gallup as organist and
choirmaster when he had been offered positions by two area churches. In
1924 he received an offer which the parish could not match. He resigned as
of June 15 to take a position at the Fountain S treet Church in Grand Rapids,
Michigan, a large liberal Baptist church which was expanding its musical
program; a story in Music News of February 20, 1925 states that he was
given "a free hand, a salary to make most organists gasp ... a gorgeous
organ [and ] money for a choir of fifty mixed voices, backed with support and
sage advice." The vestry expressed "their gratitude for his long and faithful
service, their appreciation of the results he has accomplished in his work,

and their regret at his decision to leave the parish," and paid his salary
through July 31; the Music Committee was given authority to choose a
successor.

Parish bulletins and vestry minutes give little information on the
appointment of the new organist and choirmaster, Harold Simonds, who

Copyright 2002, 2003, 2004, 2005, 2006, 2007, 2008, 2009 Saint Chrysostom's EfiScopa Page88



The History of St. Chrysostomos

began service November 7. However, the Simonds family preserved a letter

from Norman Hutton in late June 1925, noting Dr. Hutton's "appreciation of

what you have done with the music. You have made it devotional and

reverent and restful. You have also made a place for yourself in the hearts of
the people and I hope the relationship will be a very happy one as time goes

on." His wish was to be fulfilled; Harold Simonds remained at St.

Chrysostom's under six rectors until his retirement in 1961 0 the longest
tenure of any person employed by the parish.

Mr. Simonds had begun his musical career as a boy soprano in
Marlboro, Massachusetts, and graduated in 1910 from the New England
Conservatory of Music; he taught at the Pomfret School in Connecticut,
studied in L ondon and Brussels, and during World War | was organist of a
church in Newport, Rhode Island. In the early 1920s he came to Chicago,
where he was organist at St. Paul's Church on the south side from 1920 to
1922 and head of the Austin Conservatory of Music on the west side (which
his son David recalled as "a rather unhappy enterprise™); he taught church
music at Presbyterian (later McCormick) Seminary from 1923 to 1958,
retiring with the rank of associate professor.

Harold Simonds devoted considerable time to the church's musical
programs, working with both senior and junior choirs and taking part in
Cloister Mummers productions. The entire family became involved in parish
activities; Harold Simonds' wife Lucille sang in the choir and the Simonds
children Da vid and Katherine attended Church School and were members of
the junior choir. Though at first the family lived on the west side they later
moved to the parish house, where Harold Simonds continued to live until his
retirement.

McCormick professor Paul Dav  ies, in a tribute to Dr. Simonds on his
retirement from the seminary in 1958, described him as follows: "Everything
Harold Simonds touches is in good taste. In his home he is the perfect host.
His game of golf qualifies him to shoot the course in good comp any. Few
people know his skill as a gardener: the soil is always well mulched, his
tomatoes and cantaloupe ripen to perfection. His taste in clothes, his
personal bearing, even his cars betray the man of distinction!" Richard Paul
Graebel, a 1936 seminary graduate, wrote that "Dr. Simonds impressed
every student who ever came into his class as a Christian gentleman in the
highest meaning of that term. His personal discipline, so necessary for a
singer and a musician, was obvious. His good breeding produced a
gentleness of conduct, masculine in approach and always kindly. In personal
conversation, his wit is delightful and his good taste enviable ... Dr. Simonds
was the premier carillonneur of Chicago. | saw my first set of true bells in St.
Chrysostom's Cran e Carillon. (He taught the Chicago boys how to do it!)"
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James G. Macdonell, a current seminary student, cited Harold Simonds'
"patient sensitivity which has instilled in many young men and women an
appreciation of the best in sacred music." The present au thor can confirm
Paul Davies' testimony to Dr. Simonds' taste in clothes and skills as a host,

and recalls that many parishioners considered the phrase "Christian

gentleman” to be an apt description of him.

Now that the parish house had been completed, "th e next step,"
according to the 1923 brochure, would "be the beautifying of the Church
structure itself, which, it is hoped, conditions will permit of not being long
delayed.” In late 1923 the bulletin announced the creation of a building
fund.

There has been created by resolution of the Vestry a new
Building Fund to complete the front of the church and to make
such changes and addition to the building as to bring it into
harmony with the Parish House and Church House ... There is to
be no campaign for mon ey, but it is hoped that as our people
see the beauty and usefulness already created, that sums of
money will be given to augment the present amount until
enough is in hand to finish the next stage ... It may take years
to accomplish what we have in mind, but unless we know what
can be done we shall never arrive at the goal. While we are
unable at this time to estimate any fixed amount, it is likely that

we shall need one hundred thousand dollars. How soon will it
come?
By early 1924 over $13,000 had been contributed. At the June 1924

vestry meeting, a $10,000 gift from Chauncey Keep was announced;

another $10,000 was pledged by chewing gum manufacturer and Chicago

Cubs president William Wrigley contingent on the congregation's obtaining

an additional $90,0 00 in gifts and pledges. (Mr. Wrigley, though not a

member of the congregation, on occasion attended services at St.

Chrysostom's; his son Philip had been on the parish honor roll in World War

l.) A still larger gift was made in December, when Crane Compan y president
Richard T. Crane, Jr. donated $50,000 for the church tower. Bulletin
announcements continued to emphasize the value of small as well as large
contributions; donations of $2, $5 and $10 as well as larger gifts were

regularly listed. The Church S chool children were encouraged to make
contributions to the best of their ability; a goal of $500 was set, to be used

for the cross on the new front. The children had hoped to preserve some of

the ivy which covered the walls of the old church and replant i t for the new
building, but this did not prove feasible.
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On March 2, 1925, building committee chairman George Ranney
announced to the vestry that $135,700 (excluding pledges for memorial
windows) was in hand in the fund; interest was expected to add about
$2000 to the total. The bulletin for the next Sunday stated that construction
had begun, but that about $25,000 more would be desirable, or "some
beautiful details must perforce be omitted."

Several generations of worshipers have had cause to be grateful f or
the choice of Charles Connick as designer of the parish's stained glass
windows. An article by Nathaniel W. Pierce, "Artist in Light and Color," which
appeared in  The Living Church  of February 1, 1987, describes Connick and
his work.

Connick was born  in 1875 into a large poor family near
Pittsburgh, Pa.  His mother had always liked to draw and she
taught her son. When the financial needs of the family grew
large, Connick dropped out of school and took a job as an
illustrator for a local paper. Then by chance he visited a stained -
glass studio one night ... and in the light of the gas jets ... saw
the beauty of the colored glass as he had never seen it before. It
was his "road -to-Damascus" experience; it changed his life
forever.

... "Confusion” is a word often used to describe the style of
stained -glass windows in the 19th century. Artists worked with
glass as if they were painting on a canvas. The opalescent era,
personified by the Tiffany windows, reigned supreme. Yet, the
artists of the period were not sensitive to the difference between
reflected light (as in a painting) and light which passed through
glass ... The light on a painting in a museum is constant from
one day to the next. The light for a stained -glass window is
constantly changing ... A gre at window will look magnificent in
every kind of light. This is one of the qualities which separates
the average artist from the gifted one.

The early part of the 20th century was a time of change
and artistic ferment ... Connick ... was determined to purs ue his
vision, which in the summer of 1910 he saw more fully
expressed in the windows of Chartres Cathedral in France than
anywhere else in the world ... He was determined to recover the
art as it had once been practiced, to stand against the
opalescent st yle which had so little spiritual depth.

... Connick not only emphasized the importance of the
medieval style but also the interrelationship between
architecture and glass, thereby helping artists to accept their
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craft as a part of architecture and not as a branch of painting ...
To him, a Gothic church was a song in stone, and Connick

wanted his windows to sing in harmony with the building,

creating walls of singing color.

... In the 1931 Springfield Art Museum Exhibition
Catalogue [Connick] wrote:

"If chu rches are made radiant and beautiful places of
worship, we can have a spiritual regeneration without anyone
knowing what is going on. Beauty can preach as very few men
with bundles of words can preach. | want to make beautiful
interiors for both churches a nd souls. | want men to hear my
windows singing; to hear them singing of God; | want men to
know that God is at the core of their own souls."

The Connick archives in the Boston Public Library provide valuable
information on the parish's contacts with the f irm. The earliest
correspondence from St. Chrysostom's is Norman Hutton's letter of February
4, 1923, apparently soon after Henry and Elizabeth Chapin had offered to
donate a stained glass window for the new building. Mr. Chapin, born in
Niles, Michigan, h ad moved to Chicago in the early years of the twentieth
century and was involved in his family's varied business interests of real
estate, mining, paper making and public utilities; the Chapins had three
sons, Henry, Jr., Chester and Charles. We do not kno w when Dr. Hutton
became acquainted with Connick's work (perhaps during the Huttons'
summer vacations in Massachusetts), but he wrote that Mrs. Chapin
approved of the choice, since Connick had designed a memorial window for
the Chapin family at the Presbyt erian church in Niles.

Sketches of windows were presented at a vestry meeting in late 1923,
and on December 3 Dr. Hutton wrote anticipating Connick's forthcoming visit
to Chicago when he would tour the church and meet with the architects. On
December 16, 1925, Norman Hutton wrote Connick in strong support of the
artist's views of stained glass design. "Strange to say, Mr. Felton [Samuel
Felton, who had offered to give a window in memory of his wife Dorothea]
wants to put in one of those awful Tiffany thin gs. Of course, | won't listen to
any such proposal and if | have to lose the window | will be glad to do it
rather than spoil the church.”

The last service in the old building took place on Easter Sunday, April
12, 1925; services were held in the gymnasiu m for the next several months.
The cornerstone of the new building was laid on Sunday, May 24; on All
Saints' Day, November 1, the new church was used for the first time. The
bulletin celebrated the occasion.
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"Venite, exultemus Domino"

Today we resume our  worship in the Church. We have
used the gymnasium since the Sunday after Easter and, to
many, this has been a most satisfactory makeshift.

The happiness we all feel on this occasion is fittingly
expressed by the service of the Holy Eucharist or Thanksgivin g.
The formal dedication will take place upon the completion of the
Carillon Tower when the Memorial Screens and other details of
the complete plan, not yet ready, will have been installed. This
Building completes our construction project and we must now
press forward to larger efforts by making our Parish life helpful
and strong.

No greater loyalty can be shown than by constant and
regular attendance at Services. Let us, therefore, show our
gratitude for these beautiful buildings by evincing a larger
dev otion.

On that day the triple lancet window of St. Luke in the south aisle was
dedicated as a memorial to Henry and Elizabeth Chapin's second son,
Chester Crandall Chapin, who had died on September 13, 1923 at the age of
fourteen; the dedication date was t he Sunday nearest to October 30,
Chester Chapin's birthday. Small designs of a sailboat, a horse, a cottage,
and St. Francis accompanied by animals are said to be "significant of
personal characteristics” of Chester Chapin; the figure of St. Nicholas in
mi tre blessing children may make reference to the boy's confirmation the
spring before his death. Elizabeth Chapin later wrote movingly to Charles
Connick: "Chester's window is wonderful and has given us great pleasure
and satisfaction ... | am sure it will encourage others to remember some
dear one in such a lasting manner. The blue of the window is perfectly
beautiful and lends a light throughout the church which is quite impressive
... | have always felt that if | went into a church, | came into close
comm union with my precious boy and will feel even more so as | sit under
his wonderful window with his personal character ever before me."

Gifts of other windows did indeed follow. The Easter Day 1927 service
at which the carillon was first played also saw the dedication of the windows
of St. Mark and St. John the Baptist in the south aisle memorializing long -
time wardens John Chew and William Street; other windows were dedicated
in 1927 and 1928. The single lancet window in the south aisle representing
an ange | of praise was the gift of Thomas and Elizabeth Hinde; the deer, or
hind, in the window, is an allusion to the family name. The Hindes were
members of the parish and generous contributors to it from its earliest days:
they had contributed to the first bui Iding fund in 1894 and to the first parish
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house fund in 1912, and in 1923 donated the portion of the cloister leading

to the church. Thomas Hinde was born in Kentucky in 1857; his

grandparents had emigrated there from Virginia by wagon. He had left home

in the early 1870s at the age of fourteen to work on the Mississippi River
steamboats; he later became part owner of a distillery in Frankfort, and in
1886 married Elizabeth Macklin, descendant of another Kentucky pioneer
family. The Hindes moved to Chicago the following year, where he was at
first the representative of a Kentucky distillery and later in business for

himself. Their daughters Helen, Elizabeth and Sarah were baptized at St.
Chrysostom's; Helen and Elizabeth Hinde were married there in 1917 and
1924. The senior Hindes were exceptionally long -lived; Elizabeth Hinde died
in 1951, while Thomas Hinde died at 95 on December 7, 1952.

Norman Hutton was able to convince Samuel Felton to accept a
Connick window rather than "one of those awful Tiffany thi ngs." Evelyn
Cannon of the Boston Public Library, in a letter to the author dated March
29, 1993, wrote that original sketches for the Felton memorial window
employed male saints & St. James, then St. Stephen, but "the Feltons came
to insist on afemale fi  gure. The resolution was the selection of 'a saintly
woman of the Apostolic Era,’ the final choice being the Blessed Virgin Mary,
whose symbolism was also appropriate for the window's location over the
font." Dorothea Felton, who died in May 1923, was orig inally a Philadelphian;
she was a member of the Daughters of the American Revolution and the
Colonial Dames, symbols of which are depicted in the window. Figures of a
mother and child suggest her devotion to home, family and children, while a
representatio n of the Good Samaritan is said to represent her kindness to
those in distress. We may feel certain that Mr. Felton did not regret the loss
of a Tiffany window; the representation of the Virgin and Child is among the
most beautiful of the church's windows and has been reproduced on several
occasions on parish Christmas cards and bulletins.

It is possible that the choice of female saints for the remaining
windows in the north aisle was influenced both by the selection of the Virgin
Mary as subject for the Fe  Iton window and by the fact that most of the
windows were given as memorials to women. The St. Elizabeth window
commemorating Henry and Laura Dibblee was given by the Dibblees'
daughters and their husbands, Frances and Albert Sprague and Bertha and
John Ki ng. A March 4, 1906  Tribune story on Chicago's wealthiest citizens
described Mr. Dibblee; a successful businessman involved in a variety of
enterprises, he was portrayed as a man fond of telling humorous stories who
lived a quiet life and enjoyed spending evenings in the company of his
family, "usually smoking one cigar after dinner." His wife Laura was a sister
of Marshall Field I. The Dibblees lived for many years on the near south side
when it was the leading residential area of the city; at some time a fter her
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husband's death in 1907 Mrs. Dibblee moved to the north side and became a
member of St. Chrysostom's until her death in 1921. Small figures of a boat
and of St. Christopher, patron of travelers, refer to the Dibblees' interest in
travel, while a ¢ hild with a crutch and a representation of St. Luke symbolize
Laura Dibblee's work on behalf of children's hospitals.

The windows representing St. Mary of Bethany (also represented as
St. Mary Magdalene) and St. Martha of Bethany were the gift of William V
Kelley and his wife Lilian in memory of their mothers, Susan P. Taylor Kelley
and Jerusha Lewis Phelps. William Kelley, born in the small town of Gratis,
Ohio, put himself through commercial college by working in a hardware store
in Springfield, Ohio; he rose to become president of American Steel
Foundries, from which he resigned in 1912 to become president of Miehle
Printing Press and Manufacturing Company. He married Lilian Phelps in
1894; the Kelleys and their four children were for many years on the p arish
rolls. Little is known about Susan Kelley, who probably spent her life in Ohio;
Jerusha (Ruth) Phelps, a Chicagoan, attended St. Chrysostom's and was
buried from the church in 1916. Unlike many of the other windows, the small
figures depict symbols a  ssociated with the subjects of the windows rather
than the persons memorialized.

The Archangel Gabriel window above the chancel was given as a
memorial to Jacob Baur by his wife Bertha and daughter Rosemary. Jacob
Baur was born in Louisville of Swiss pare nts in 1856; he began work as a
pharmacist and chemist and rose to become president of Liquid Carbonic
Corporation before his death in July 1912. Bertha Duppler Baur's career is
even more noteworthy. Born in Mineral Point, Wisconsin on October 14,
1870, he r later life was described in the book Chicago and its Makers  as
story that O. Henry would have loved."

a

Bertha Duppler, as a very young girl, left her Wisconsin
home to fight her own battles in Chicago. ... By studious
application, she transformed the high school graduate country
girl to a skilled worker with hand and brain. Earning her own way
at the age of seventeen, she nevertheless won her graduation
from ... business college ... Entering the business world by the
first door that was opened she soo n had won a position of semi -
political power as secretary to the Postmaster of Chicago. Here
we see the true woman emerging, having won in man's battle
field of business, she gave up none of her femininity ... Many are
the stories ... that indicate this pe riod of her life was a time of
high diplomacy rather than secretaryship. She was the possessor
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of true business tact and the helper of many in need, by the
placement of the right word at the right time.

She served as secretary to four postmasters, and was on one occasion
acting postmaster when her superior was hospitalized for an extended
period. Later she took up the study of law; a Tribune article of October 13,
1908, quoted her as saying, "I am providing myself with something upon
which to fall when the political winds change their direction and | find myself
out of a job." In the same article, Postmaster D.A. Campbell announced his
secretary's engagement to Jacob Baur. The wedding was scheduled for
Monday, November 23; on November 19, the Tribune comment ed with some
surprise that the bride  -to-be planned to work until the end of the week
before the ceremony. Although Miss Duppler was a member of the parish
during Mr. Snively's years as rector, the wedding took place at Trinity
Church in Highland Park; a ch artered railroad car brought the postmaster
and other Chicago friends of the couple to the service. Again quoting from
Chicago and Its Makers:

When [Jacob Baur's] death [in July 1912] ended their short
but happy married life, Mrs. Baur was equal to the e mergency.
Continuing with scrupulous care to guide the life of her little
daughter [Rosemary, born in May 1911] she again stepped into
the business arena, this time as a director in the destinies of the
company her husband had raised from humble beginnings with
$75,000 to a $9,000,000 concern. The same energy with which
she had attacked earlier problems, characterized Mrs. Baur's
onset upon the world of finance. The company flourished and
she became a financial authority, teaching other women what
she had g ained by experience.

Newspaper stories in the fall of 1920 describe the financial classes for
women which Bertha Baur taught at that time. It is not surprising that she
was active in the women's suffrage movement, serving as the last president
of the Chica go Equal Suffrage Association. In addition, she served on St.
Chrysostom's Missionary Committee in 1916, was active in fund -raising for
the Chicago Opera, served as a trustee of the Century of Progress World's
Fair in 1933 -34, was for many years Republican committeewoman for the
state of lllinois, and ran twice for Congress on the Republican ticket. The
Archangel Gabriel window includes a small edelweiss, a tribute to Jacob
Baur's Swiss ancestry, and a butterfly symbolizing the Resurrection and
undoubtedly also reflecting Mrs. Baur's fondness for butterfly "collectibles"
dating as far back as her years in the post office.
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On Thanksgiving Day, November 24, 1927, the Te Deum Laudamus
window at the east end of the church was dedicated, the gift of William and
Joan Chalmers in memory of their children. William Chalmers founded the
firm which later became Allis -Chalmers Company; his wife was the daughter
of Allan Pinkerton, founder of the Secret Service. The Chalmers children died
in their early forties. Joan Chal mers Williams, if descriptions of her in society
columns of the day are accurate, was a woman of great charm and wit; a
popular debutante, her marriage to manufacturer Norman Williams at Fourth
Presbyterian Church on December 3, 1902 was a highlight of tha t winter's
social season. She devoted much time outside of family responsibilities to
charitable work for "crippled children” (as they were then described) and
headed a World War | Red Cross chapter. Though he was not a member of
St. Chrysostom's, Norman W illiams contributed to its 1913 parish house
fund drive, and with his two children gave a boathouse to Camp Oronoko in
his wife's memory in 1925. Thomas Chalmers, slightly over a year younger
than his sister, was unmarried; a mining engineer, he served in World War |
both in a technical capacity and in active service, and according to the
bulletin for the dedication service "expended ... his interest and means ... in
the cause of crippled children.” He died of nephritis on March 27, 1923;
Norman Hutton cond ucted the funeral. Joan Williams and her family moved
to the south of France in 1920, returned to Woodstock, Vermont in 1922 and
came to Chicago in December for the holidays; she entered St. Luke's
Hospital in early 1923 and died there on April 4, only eig ht days after her
brother's death. The senior Chalmers, though never confirmed in the
Episcopal Church, attended St. Chrysostom's in their later years and were
buried from the parish.

After the first part of the communion service, when acolytes, choir and
rector processed to Elgar's "Pomp and Circumstance” to the back of the
church for the dedication of the window; flags of the World War | Allied
nations were carried in the procession. Healey Willan's setting of the Te
Deum Laudamus followed, the bulletin p  ointing out the sections of the
window representing various parts of the text; the hymn "For All the Saints"
and an address by Dr. Hutton preceded the celebration of Holy Communion.

Stained glass windows were not the only memorials dedicated in the
late 19 20s. On November 14, 1926, a dedication service was held for the
new high altar, given by Chauncey and Mary Keep in memory of their son,
Capt. Henry Blair Keep, who had been killed in World War | on October 5,
1918. Though the Keeps were not parishioners o f St. Chrysostom's during
the war, they later affiliated with the parish. Mr. Keep is described in the
1911 Book of Chicagoans as a "capitalist ... identified with numerous large
interests"; the  Tribune obituary following his death in August 1929 noted
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tha t the Keeps were among the last of the old families to move north from
the once fashionable Prairie Avenue district.

The dedication date was not only the Sunday nearest to Armistice Day
but that nearest to the feast day of St. John Chrysostom (November 1 3)in
the Orthodox Church calendar, and marks the parish's first recorded
commemoration of the feast day of its patron saint. The bulletin described
the altar in some detail:

This memorial is an exquisite and unique work of art
entirely hand -carved.

The Table proper and the Canopy are, architecturally, in
Perpendicular Gothic, the Reredos is a Triptych, the center panel
of which has for its subject the Crucifixion: the left panel
represents the Nativity: the right panel the Ascension ...

The Altar and Rer edos are of oak: the panels of limewood,
the material being procured in this country. The high lights of
the panels are natural colour, the relievo being finished in old
ivory colour somewhat darkened to harmonize with the oak
which frames them.

The pictor ial design of the panels is not wholly the creation
of a single brain. After the original model was set up ... other
artists studied and worked over it until perfection was attained.

The actual carving of the panels occupied six months. It is
executed on | aminated strips, afterwards brought together, and
its extremest relief reaches two and three -fourths inches.

The processional hymn was, appropriately, "Onward, Christian
Soldiers"; the Harold J. Taylor American Legion post took part in the service
and its drum and bugle corps played Taps after the benediction. An address
by Lieut. C. Wayland Brooks (who later served as U.S. senator from lllinois)
was followed by the sermon by assistant rector W. Taylor Willis, a chaplain
in World War I. The bulletin appeale d for a new altar rail to eliminate "a lack
of harmony in the adjutory woodwork," a gift made soon afterward by
parishioner Henry Bannard in memory of his wife Alice. The former altar and
candlesticks were moved to the chapel (called the "Lady Chapel” in b ulletins
of the period) and remained there until the present altar and reredos were
installed in 1948.

On Easter Sunday, April 8, 1928, Mrs. Keep's gift of an altar cloth for
the new altar was dedicated. The following day's Tribune stated that the
altar cloth was "made largely of rare old lace belonging to Mrs. Keep and her
mother, Mrs. Mary Blair ... designed and put together by Miss Eloise Zallio,
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New York artist. It has been stated that the cloth is a replica of the famous

one on the altar of the Churc h of St. John the Divine in New York, but Mrs.
Keep emphasizes that there is no similarity between the two, except that the
same artist designed them."

Although Richard T. Crane, Jr.'s generous donation had made possible
the construction of a tower for the church, no chimes or bells had been
installed at the time of the first services in the remodeled church. The vestry
discussed the question on October 25, 1925, wondering if the new tower
could properly be called a carillon tower; "although opinion was not
unanimous, it was understood that it would be called a Carillon Tower if the
Rector thought it desirable to do so. Further discussion was had as to the
choice of chimes or bells, and the question was left for decision at another
time after the Rector had considered some possible donations.” The question
was settled by November 22, when Dr. Hutton announced to the vestry "Mr.
and Mrs. Richard T. Crane's offer to install a Chime of Bells in the new
Carillon Tower." Richard Teller Crane, Jr., president of the Crane Plumbing
Company, was a generous contributor to charitable causes; he had given
money to build a hospital at his summer home in Ipswich, Massachusetts,
and had frequently made gifts of company stock to employees in his firm.

On December 22 the  Tribu ne carried a story on the gift.

CRANE JR. GIVES CHURCH A TOWER WITH CARILLON

When R.T. Crane Jr., wealthy Chicagoan, saw some time
ago that his church 8 St. Chrysostom's Episcopal ... was without
a tower he said:

"That is no way for a church to be," an d he ordered a
tower to be built and the bill, in a manner of speaking, to be sent
to him.

And when Mr. Crane later saw that the tower was under
way and would be finished soon, and Christmas approaching, he
bethought himself that all church towers have chu rch bells, and
so 0

Next Christmastide there will be a great pealing of bells
from the steeple of St. Chrysostom's such as all Chicago and few
other American cities have never [sic] heard before. For Mr.
Crane has ordered from Gillette [sic] Johnson ... th e great bell
maker, the finest carillon to adorn and ring forth from any
church spire in the country; and yesterday the Rev. Norman
Hutton, pastor of the church, announced both the wealthy
parishioner's gifts.
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It was such a gift ... that John D. Rockefelle r some time
ago gave to the Fifth Avenue Baptist Church of New York, such
as but a few churches in the country have ...

Mr. Crane's gifts of tower and carillon are estimated at

something like $150,000. The Rev. Mr. Hutton in making them
public said:
"They are great and unusual gifts, especially the latter 0 a

rare gift by a man to his church. St. Chrysostom's is fortunate

indeed to have such a man as Mr. Crane among its

congregation.”

The donation aroused great interest; the first carillon to be installed
west of the eastern seaboard, it was a source of considerable civic pride.
Many articles on carillons in general and St. Chrysostom's carillon in
particular are preserved in a scrapbook in parish archives; they range from
information on the operations of a carillon to descriptions of other carillons
and the effect of the sound in an area of high buildings. Alice McKinstry
struck a more discordant note in the January 15, 1926 "Pillar to Post"
column of the  Chicago Evening Post.

MONEY
... Yeh, I can make this hat do,
If only he hadn't
Seen me in it so many times!
I'll have to sort of twist up the brim, so ...

(Gee ... that wide one with the

Pink roses in Mandel's window!)

... Hush, lamb, hush. It's only mother.
Does 'im's throat hurt so?
Ah, don't cough, ho ney, don't!

(Seventy -five dollars, the doctor said.)
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Two days later, a response by A.S. Loose appeared in the same

column.

Sh'h ... dear ... sh'h!

... Uh huh, I'm tired of doing this
Commercial stuff,

But nobody buys your other work
Unless you've been to Europe.
Paris! Say, stop kidding.

How long? ... six months, maybe.
Munich? Vienna? Aw, shut up.

It hurts to talk about it.

A gaunt gray church stands

On the angle of a green street

Facing a square.

J.U. Squillub

(The gas and oil Squillub 0 you know)
Who spends three months a year

In the residence on the corner

Hs giveni t a new and costly

Carillon of bells.

Alice and the Carillon
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Sir: The poem, "Money," by Alice McKinstry, made my heart
bleed, but the lady does not go far enough. Why the church, in
the first place, when the cost thereof might have been applied to
buying new hats for flappers and cough medicine for children?
And if it is considered quite the thing to build churches, why not
put belfries on them and bells, and, if possible, soak old Squill ub
for the cost?
By the way, this particular Squillub, who inhabits the stone
house on the corner once in a while, gave away about
$5,000,000 last month to some 4,000 workingmen, to help them
buy hats with pink roses, pay doctor's bills and go to Munich. T ell
Alice this and she will not feel so badly about the Carillon.

The installation of the carillon was not completed by Christmas 1926.
On January 18, 1927, the Tuesday Nighters sponsored a speech by William
Gorham Rice of New York, "the eminent authority on Carillons"; "the
opportunity ... to hear this distinguished author ... is not one lightly to be
disregarded.” "London Hears Bells Soon to Be in Chicago," read the headline
of a January 28 Tribune story; one hundred persons were present at the
Gillett & Johnson foundry in Croydon when a carillonneur from Malines
cathedral tested the bells by playing religious melodies and "The Star -
Spangled Banner."

On March 2, 1927, the Daily News recorded a crisis.
BELL EXPERT LOST, SO CHURCH IS SILENT

Caril lon Here, but If It Is to Be Heard Easter Wandering Bellnan Must
Be Found.

Ring out, wild bells! Peal, clarion bells!

Arouse the countryside to a search for the master carillon
installation man who for a fortnight has been lost in
Pennsylvania, and whos e loss, mayhap, will interfere with the
joyous Easter playing of the great carillon that is to be set in the
carillon tower of St. Chrysostom's Church ...

From London came A.H. Townsend, sent by Gillett &
Johnson, world -famous casters of bells in the famed foundry at
Croydon, Surrey, England, to set up the carillon. He got to
Philadelphia and he sent a letter to Chicago, saying that he had
arrived in the United States and, pending the arrival of the
47,240 pounds of bells, would "look around a bit."
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Bells are Here.
To-day the bells, forty  -three of them, covering three and a
half octaves from tenor C, are being unloaded. Instead of being
taken to St. Chrysostom's they are being drawn in their crates

into a warehouse, where they will remain until Mr. Townsen d's
whereabouts become more definitely known for no one else 0 in
Chicago or all America, itis said, can install the magnificent
carillon ...

Sitting at his mahogany desk on the fourteenth floor of the
Bank of the Republic building, John T. Redmond, vestr yman

upon whose shoulders has been shunted the task of seeing that
all is well with the bells, was near distraction when he learned of
the arrival of the carillon, and set wires and radio and telepathy
at work to find Mr. Townsend. Failing, he gave orders to insure
the bells for $25,000 and store them until Townsend arrived ...
Even yet, there is time for the installation to be made so
that all may be in readiness for Easter morn 0 but Mr. Townsend
must be found, quickly.

A day later the  Daily News had a ha ppier story.
BELL HANGER FOUND; CARILLON TO RING

Missing Londoner Puts in Appearance at St. Chrysostom's Church.

The bellhanger from London has been found.

St. Chrysostom's carillon will gladden the welkin Easter
morn.

Into the office of John T. Redmond , vestryman, walked
A.H. Townsend, shortly before noon to -day, a bit nonchalantly,
and related how he had been in this and that town ... just
looking about a bit & tinkering here and there with chime or
carillon. But Mr. Townsend was ready for work. Under his arm he
carried a large, square envelope in which were incased [sic] the
voluminous plans and specifications pertaining to the hanging of
the forty -three great bells ...

Mr. Redmond was more than glad to see the British
bellhanger.

Gets Hearty Welcome.
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"Welcome and welcome," said he joyously. "l have been
juggling bells with both hands and feet for two days or more.
Now you can do it."

The first step, according to the master carillon man, will be
the construction of ranks for the bells. While that is in progress
the bells will remain in the warehouse ...

A group of four or five workmen under Mr. Townsend's
supervision is all that is required, and Mr. Townsend was
confident ... that he could have the carillon done within four
weeks 0 five atthe verylate st...

Mr. Townsend ... has hung all of the carillons that are in
the United States ... The one for St. Chrysostom's is the fourth
in the United States and the only one west of the Atlantic

seaboard.
The installation proceeded smoothly after this crisis, a nd the carillon
was ready for use on Easter Sunday, April 17. The Daily News proudly

reported that its radio station WMAQ would broadcast the first performance.

Dr. Hutton and the vestry were concerned that the publicity would attract so

many visitors att  he 11:00 service that regular parishioners would be unable

to be admitted. To assure space for parishioners, a ticket system was

adopted; pewholders received blue priority tickets admitting them to

reserved seats before 10:45 a.m., while others on the mail ing list were sent
white tickets for admission after 10:45. Visitors would be admitted only if

space remained after all ticket holders had been seated. The use of tickets

on Easter Sunday continued for nearly forty years until it was eliminated

during Robe rt Hall's rectorship.

The first performance of the carillon was featured in both the religious
and society columns of the Tribune . The Reverend W.B. Norton, religion
editor, wrote: "The playing of the new $50,000 carillon this morning at
10:30 at St. Chr  ysostom's Episcopal Church ... will be the most interesting
Easter event of which we know and the one most thoroughly typical of the
gladness expressed by the faith of Christendom in the resurrection of Jesus
Christ."

The society feature took a different approach, all too familiar to
parishioners over the years. "Many a swelling anthem will be lifted today in
hundreds of churches to tell the glory of Easter, but chiming over them all
will be the chorus from the bronze throats of the 43 bells that make up the
new carillon installed at St. Chrysostom's Church as the gift of Richard T.
Crane ... Harold B. Simonds, organist of the church on North Dearborn
Parkway, will play. A large congregation drawn from Chicago's most
fashionable circles is expected to atte nd."
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On the following day  Tribune society columnist Mildred Jacklon
referred to "St. Chrysostom's smart gray stone edifice” and commented that
"few of those who were listening to the limpid pealing were aware when Mr.
and Mrs. Crane made their way unoste ntatiously into the church.” A detailed
description of the attire of Mrs. Crane and a number of other worshippers
followed. We may be certain that the ticket holders included many persons
who may or may not have been members of "Chicago’'s most fashionable
circles,” but whose contributions to the parish were warmly welcomed
without regard to wardrobe or social status.

The weather cooperated for the occasion (Mildred Jacklon described it
as "like a rare day in June"). The carillon program began with the Easte r
hymn "The Strife Is O'er" and continued with "The Church's One Foundation”
and "All Hail the Power of Jesus’' Name." After the service Mr. Simonds
returned to the carillon to play "America," the "Battle Hymn of the Republic”
and the hymns "Jesus Shall Rei  gn" and "Nearer, My God, to Thee." He had
spent some time studying under Mercersburg (Pa.) Academy carillonneur

Anton Brees; Mr. Brees came to Chicago later that week for a month -long
series of recitals ending with the formal dedication of the carillon on May 15
at 3:30 p.m., an occasion reserved for Crane family members and long -time

Crane employees. The day's program included a composition by Mr. Brees
and arrangements of songs, hymns and classical pieces, concluding with the
Belgian national anthem "La B rabanconne"” and the "Star - Spangled Banner."

Parish activities were not neglected during the construction period. A
letter from a Canadian who attended St. Chrysostom's on March 22, 1925,
gives an interesting picture of the impression made by the service on a
visitor:

March 24, 1925 Canadian Bank
of Commerce

Toronto
My Dear Mr. Rector:

Perhaps you will pardo  n a stranger writing to you but as
one of three Canadians who attended your service on Sunday
last in the morning, | would just like to express to you on their
behalf our appreciation of your splendid service and the fine
straightforward sermon which you g ave.

Itis a great pleasure to one who moves about much to be
able to attend the service of the fine old Church especially when
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it is conducted in such a churchlike and dignified manner. We
also appreciated the warm welcome that was given to us by the
side smen as we entered the church.

It may interest you to know that one of the gentlemen
accompanying me was Sir Joseph Flavelle, Bart., of Toronto and
another was J.A. Machray, K.C., of Winnipeg, Chancellor of the
Ecclesiastical Province of Rupert's Land.

Wit h best wishes to you and to your project which you
have in hand, which one takes it is to complete the structure on
the same lines as the Church House and vestry, and if so it will
be a magnificent building,

Yours very sincerely,
C.W. Rowley

On November 1, 1925, the first day of services in the new church, the
bulletin paid tribute to retiring senior acolyte Vernon Walther, who was soon
to marry parishioner Myrtle Wendt and who had been honored at a dinner
given by the Altar Guild at which Fr ederick Spalding, on behalf of the rector
and vestry, had presented him with an engraved silver tray. The Altar
Guild's gift to the couple was a silver meat tray; the acolytes' gift, an electric
heater.

Students home from college and boarding school for Ch ristmas were
honored at the 11:00 service on December 20 and listed by name in the
bulletin, a practice which continued for some years; by 1927 the roll of
names numbered over one hundred. The Lenten services of 1926 followed a
similar schedule to those of previous years (Evening Prayer on Tuesday and
Wednesday, Holy Communion on Thursday mornings at 7:30) but reflected
contemporary themes. Addresses on "Prophetic Voices in Modern Drama”
were delivered at the Wednesday evening services; the modern tone
continued on Palm Sunday, when a guest preacher, the Reverend Edwin W.
Todd, took as his sermon topic "Judas Iscariot, a Psychoanalytic Study."

Harold Simonds' annual reports (printed in the bulletins) give
information on the musical program in his first year s as organist and
choirmaster. In January 1926 the choir sang at a festival service at St.
Luke's Church, Evanston, and on Good Friday evening, 1927, performed
Gaul's "Passion Music." The choir gave an annual concert of sacred music at
the Lower North Comm  unity Council at 1120 North Clark Street; vestry
member Frederick West was actively involved with this organization, which
sponsored lectures and other activities for area residents. "In the selection
of music great care has been used to secure only the be st church music,"”
wrote Mr. Simonds in his report for 1926. "To this end Anthems and
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Canticles by composers from various countries were chosen." There followed
a list of the nationalities of the composers; American, English, French,
Russian, German, Austri  an, Scandinavian and Italian.

Mr. Simonds' title was changed from "organist and choirmaster" to
"organist, choirmaster and carillonneur" after the installation of the new
carillon, and $1500 of his $2300 salary was paid from the Crane endowment
fund. "On account of the fact that there is so little music published for the
carillon, it is necessary for every carillonneur to arrange his own scores,"
commented Mr. Simonds in his report for 1927; by the end of the year he
had increased his repertoire from eigh t numbers loaned by Anton Brees to
129 numbers & hymns, folk songs, opera, classical and modern
compositions, and popular songs.

The Church School continued to thrive. In 1924 an honors system was
introduced; pupils with perfect attendance were awarded a p in and a book,
those with absence qualified by a valid excuse received a pin only. (lllness
and absence from the city were the only excuses accepted; the latter
required attendance at another church school. Students absent because of
guarantine for a conta  gious disease received honorable mention.) In 1926
one of the honor students was Louise Neff, who became head of the
Community Center in 1933 and continued as an active member of the parish
after her marriage to William Collins; the couple's three daughter s attended
Sunday School at St. Chrysostom's, and Louise Collins served as head of the
Altar Guild from 1961 to 1964.

Other familiar names in the 1926 honors list included the Redmond
children, the Huttons' younger son Butler (the older Hutton children w ere
now away at school) and Orville Hicks. On one occasion Orville's attendance
record was in jeopardy; a 1925 Church School newspaper tells of "an SOS
call ... from 352 Locust Street, residence of Orville Hicks, there immured and
unable to reach the chape | for the 9:30 service" since his older brother
Elmer was already at church for a Brotherhood of St. Andrew function.
"Message conveyed to John Lehr. Buick under way at once southbound.
Orville back in time for service and looking very happy." The system w as
effective in maintaining attendance; in the 1927 - 28 school year the average
attendance was 228 of 258 pupils enrolled. A Church School table at the
1927 bazaar brought in $155.00.

The children continued to collect canned goods for St. Mary's Home for
Children at Thanksgiving; in 1927 over 400 items were taken to the home,
while at Christmas the Church School sent a box of 160 gifts for children to a
mountain parish in Virginia. (In 1925 they had made a Christmas donation of
cigarettes to the Seamen's C hurch Institute.) Gloria Chandler directed the
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children's Easter and Christmas pageants; the primary children too young to
participate in the pageant sang carols at the services. During the summers

of 1926 and 1927 an informal Sunday program for children w as held,
following the "visual method of religious education”; motion pictures on
Biblical themes were shown in the gymnasium.

The junior choir (now made up exclusively of girls) had a membership
of between 35 and 40; it sang at the Church School worship s ervice and
weekday Lenten services, at the 11:00 service during July when the senior
choir was on vacation, and "in conjunction with the Senior Choir at sundry
occasional Offices and high Feasts during the year." Each year the Altar
Guild honored the group at a luncheon, and choir members spent two weeks
each summer at Camp Oronoko.

The list of Church School teachers in the late 1920s included two
persons who would serve for many years in this capacity and who would
have an impact on generations of parishio ners. L. Parsons Warren was the
speaker at the school's award service on May 31, 1925. His parents had
been members of St. Chrysostom'’s in its earliest days; Fannie Warren had
been one of the members of the 1894 committee to raise funds for the
Dearborn Av enue building, and William Warren served briefly on the vestry
in 1896 before the family moved north and transferred its membership to St.
Peter's Church. Pat Warren (as he was always known) and his wife Elizabeth
returned to St. Chrysostom's in the mid -19 20s. Elizabeth Warren died in
1927; three years later Mr. Warren married Nancy Galbraith, and the couple
had a son Parsons, Jr. Henrietta Newton recalled Mr. Warren's work with the
Church School. "He always showed such love and concern for the children.
He had a special watch & 1 believe it showed the time zones of the world o}
and the children loved to look at it."

Mrs. Newton (then Henrietta Raschke), an elementary school teacher,
began teaching second grade at St. Chrysostom's but shortly afterward
tran sferred to the kindergarten. Church School students from the late 1920s
until the mid -1960s, including the present author, began their religious
education under her instruction; her teaching skills, firm faith and loving
concern provided a strong foundatio n for the Christian life of uncounted
numbers of children.

In the fall of 1926 an adult Bible class taught by assistant rector Taylor
Willis was added to the church's religious education program. "lgnorance of
the Bible was the outstanding characteristic o f each side in the Biblical
debate known as the 'Scopes Trial," read a bulletin announcement on
October 10. "On the one side the Bible was misquoted. On the other it was
misinterpreted. The result was ludicrous to the scoffer and pathetic to the
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enlighten ed." A later announcement noted that "the text used is the Bible

itself ... and the assignments are for daily reading of selected passages of
scripture by members of the class. The method of instruction is by lecture,

with an opportunity for discussion of topics bearing on modern conditions of
life."

The Girls' Friendly Society had added basketball to its list of activities;
by the spring of 1927 two junior teams were formed under the auspices of
the group. An Episcopal Athletic League basketball team, comp osed of past
and present members of Lawrence Hall for Boys and sponsored by the Men's
Club, played every Tuesday evening in the gymnasium.

The Men's Club was successfully reestablished in 1927. Men eighteen
and over were invited to a meeting on Sunday even ing, January 8, at which
a former president of the Men's Club of St. Luke's Church, Evanston,
described the work of that 300 -member group. Angus Hibbard, a member of
the Men's Club of fifteen years earlier and for many years actively involved
in the dioces e's all -male Church Club, was elected president, Pat Warren
vice - president, John Astley -Cock secretary -treasurer, and the directors
included Stephen Hord, Harry Remke, Frederick Spalding and Joseph
Thompson. The group's plans, according to a February 20 bu lletin notice,
included "inviting neighbours to attend church services and making widely
known all week -day activities arising out of clubs and the Community
Center." Both men and women were invited to the club's final meeting of the
season in May, at whic  h Capt. Raymond N. Larsen spoke on "Communism
and the Red Movement," a subject "of vital importance to the economic life
of the country.”

The Cloister Mummers' performances were no longer confined to the
parish. In the summer of 1924 400 campers and reside nts attended the
group's performance at Camp Oronoko, and the trip became for some years
an annual event. The Mummers also performed at hospitals, clubs and other
institutions. A letter from Maude Sayer of the Hines Hospital staff praised the
group's perfo rmance there in early 1927: "Plays may come and plays may
go, but Dulcy will, for some time to come, hold a green spot in the memory
of a large number of patients ... The audience as one man declares the
evening one of the most enjoyable we have had. Is it too much to ask that
you number the Edward Hines Junior Memorial Hospital among the groups
you are going to favour in the future?" In the spring of 1928 the group
entered a "Tournament of Plays" arranged by the Drama League of Chicago;
Harold Simonds, pla ying the role of John Redford in The Pipes of Pan, was
awarded a gold wristwatch as winner of the first individual prize for Voice
and Diction. The Women's Guild used part of the proceeds from its 1925
Christmas bazaar to fund a new stage and theater equip ment; the Guild also
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financed the purchase of a "Panatrope" to supply music at the Tuesday
Nighters' informal dances.

After the completion of the new church building, there must have been
an increase in the number of large weddings scheduled at St. Chrysos tom's.
The April 25, 1926 bulletin commented:

Some people ... demand so much service and time that ...
charges must be made otherwise the schedule of the Parish
cannot be maintained. An elaborate wedding demands full time

of both vergers for the day of the ceremony, and another half
day to clean up; frequently extra help must be hired for
overtime.

The Church must be heated and lighted for both rehearsal
and wedding. New candles must be used every time and special
holders for these installed. If ... an e laborate ceremony is
preferred, the charges made are those sufficient only to cover
the cost; in the case of a simple wedding absolutely no charge is

made.
Full choir 125.00
Organist's fee 30.00
Verger's fee 10.00
Assistant verger's fee 5.00
Candles 15.00
Light/heat 15.00
Although no charge was made for the us e of the church, it was hoped
that the family would make a donation to the endowment fund to mark the
occasion.

The Social Service Committee remained in existence. According to the
group's annual report for 1927, it sought "to help families with several
children so that by assuming all or part of the deficit in their budget for a
period of from three to twenty -four months ... these families work into a
more hopeful situation and are kept together while this is being

Copyright 2002, 2003, 2004, 2005, 2006, 2007, 2008, 2009 Saint Chrysostom's EfiScopa Pagelll



The History of St. Chrysostomos

accomplished." The group also provided as sistance with child care, help to
the unemployed seeking jobs, and donations of clothing where needed; half
of its budget of $3500 was used for the Community Center.

The Center's own activities continued to expand. The 1928 closing
exercises extended ove rathree -day period. On Friday, May 25, the work of
the manual training and sewing groups was displayed, the dramatic class
presented two short plays, the Boy Scouts demonstrated First Aid and the
Girl Scouts gave a short sketch; an all -day hike to the Fo rest Preserve was
planned for Saturday and the season ended with a party on Monday
afternoon, May 28.

Josephine Schnitzler, who had recently resigned as parish secretary,
was honored at the 1927 annual meeting. Norman Hutton spoke of her
devotion to the in  terest of the parish and to him personally during his
eighteen years at St. Chrysostom's; in addition, she received a farewell gift
of two months' salary & $300.00.

A change which made surprisingly little impact on the parish was the
introduction of the 19 28 Prayer Book. The November 6, 1927 bulletin listed
changes in the revised Holy Communion service; a shorter form of the Ten
Commandments, the use of "The Lord be with you" and the response "And
with thy spirit" before the words "Let us pray,"” introductio n of Proper
Prefaces for several additional holy days, changes in the position of the
Prayer of Humble Access and the Lord's Prayer, and variations in the
wording of certain prayers and canticles. General Convention had authorized
the use of the changes be  fore the new book came into use, and St.
Chrysostom's had begun to adopt them. Except for the announcement of the
gift of a new service book during Stephen Keeler's rectorship, no other
mention is made of the change, a considerable contrast to the circumst ances
surrounding the adoption of the 1979 Prayer Book fifty years later.

Through most of the 1920s, assistants at St. Chrysostom's generally
remained only for short periods, leaving for other parishes after a year or
two. Often during Dr. Hutton's three -month summer vacation it had been
necessary to arrange for a supply priest. The Reverend W. Taylor Willis, the
1925 summer supply, made a good impression on the congregation; later
that fall he returned as guest preacher and in early 1926 was named
assistan t rector. Mr. Willis was the first of a number of clergy in the history
of the parish with ties to the diocese and state of Virginia. A 1905 graduate
of Virginia Military Institute, he had taught at private schools and at his alma
mater before attending Vi rginia Theological Seminary; after his ordination he
had served at parishes in Virginia and West Virginia, and had been a military
chaplain in the 1916 border dispute with Mexico and from 1917 to 1919 in
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France. After the war, as rector of Christ Church, M ount Pleasant, West
Virginia, he had been involved in community service, founding a Kiwanis

Club organization and working with the Boy Scouts. He remained active in
veterans' affairs with the American Legion and as chaplain of the National
Guard, in which  he held the rank of major. In 1927 his title was changed to
associate rector, probably reflecting his assumption of additional
responsibilities in the parish.

The choice of such an experienced man as assistant was almost
certainly influenced by the state o f the rector's health. Bulletins and vestry
minutes of the 1920s record parish growth but do not note the health
problems affecting Dr. Hutton and his family during these years. In
November 1926 Dr. Hutton presented a letter to the vestry:

On May 1st, 19 27, | shall have served this parish as Rector
for eighteen years. Unblessed by any unusual gifts, | have
worked hard and given all | had of strength and love to the
work. In this, I have been happy beyond my power of expression

For the past three years , | have been ill, or indisposed
much of the time, and the Vestry has been most considerate in
granting me long periods of rest o0 only so could | have

accomplished as much as | have.

Returning to the Parish now, after a long rest, | feel unable
to putinto its task the same energy | have been accustomed to
expend, and | feel | must take a longer respite from work.

I, therefore, beg to submit my resignation as Rector of St.
Chrysostom's parish ... | do so with deep regret, but confident |
am taking the wises t course for the Parish and myself ...

My love is here in this work, and my life 0 Ithink o is
here. | am grateful to a great Vestry and a loving people for my
many happy years of service.

The vestry did not accept his resignation. Instead, it voted him a SiX
months' leave of absence "in grateful recognition of [his] faithful and
devoted leadership" with the hope that it would restore his health. The
Huttons began their leave just after Easter, 1927, but returned in May for
the dedication of the carillon b efore departing on an extended European trip.

Before Dr. Hutton's departure, parishioners had expressed to him their
desire to see the church consecrated. According to canon law at the time,
this could only take place if the church were free of debt. Altho ugh the
parish house and church had been consecrated without exceeding the
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amount contributed, there was still debt owing on the land which would need

to be paid off before the consecration could take place. An announcement
appeared in the bulletin of Marc h 6, 1927:

An Adventure for God

There has lately developed among the Parishioners an earnest

desire to have our Church building consecrated. This probably has
arisen from the general satisfaction that the building is so beautiful ...
that it ought to be se  t apart for all time as a consecrated edifice.

No Church can be consecrated so long as it has a debt. The
mortgage on our property is $60,000, the annual interest on which is
$3,600.

This is a real burden to us. Twelve people ... have
voluntarily ... give  n $8,750 to pay off this debt. Encouraged by
this spontaneous action, the Vestry has authorized a movement
to collect $100,000 to extinguish the debt ... and place ...
$40,000 in the Endowment Fund, which now amounts to
$25,000.

This will, humanly speaking , place the Parish on such a
solid foundation that it will be able to endure the vicissitudes of
an urban population which shifts with every returning season.

No Parish of downtown location can long endure unless it
have an endowment. We are building for t he future, and an
effort like this is the best assurance that the money we have put
in the present buildings will be preserved and perpetuated.

This is an adventure for God: a real opportunity to have a
permanent memorial of earnest work and devoted love b ya
Parish which has seen a great vision and wishes to leave to the
future greatness of Chicago a centre of human service and
helpfulness.

Bulletins of early 1928 touched on changing neighborhood conditions
which made an endowment fund necessary.

The imper ative need of Endowments in a city parish is the
outgrowth of conditions which have brought us huge hotels and
apartments instead of houses. The clientele of a city Parish is far
less dependable now than ten years ago. People are away longer
periods and mu ch more frequently. We must insure the future by
adequate provision against adverse neighborhood conditions.
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There will never be fewer people to minister to in our
neighborhood, but many more 0 but the support of those who
dwell in apartments and hotels is always less than those who
own their own homes, and the house holder is rapidly vanishing.
So let us build for the future and be prepared for the greater
Chicago that is to be.

By March 13, 1927 twenty  -two subscriptions totaling $11,500 had
been received for the "$100,000 Fund." Considerable effort was devoted to
fund -raising in late 1927 and early 1928; as in previous fund drives,
contributions of any amount were welcomed and it was hoped that as many
parishioners as possible would take part. The goal was reached in March
1928.

The list of contributors to the $100,000 Fund appeared in the March 25
bulletin and is preserved in a hand -lettered list in parish archives. The first
name is that of Mrs. J. Russell Adams, whose late husband had been a
member of th e mission's Finance Committee in 1893 and of the parish's first
vestry in 1894. Thomas and Elizabeth Hinde had contributed to the fund for
the 1894 building and to the 1913 parish house, while Bertha Baur, Margaret
Conover, Frederic Norcross, the George Ra nneys, Frederick Spalding and the
Albert Spragues were others who had contributed to the 1913 parish house
appeal. Well -known names such as Chauncey Keep, William Wrigley, Jr., and
John Crerar appeared alongside those of parishioners who were less socially
and financially prominent. Rachel Jagoe, long active in the Mothers' Club,
had made a contribution to the fund before her death in late 1927; her
daughter Jennie was also a contributor, as were chief acolyte ElImer
Tengberg, a clerk with Commonwealth Ediso n, and Edith MacPherson, a
children’s nurse employed by the James E. Montgomery family (one of the
Montgomery children, James Winchester, would later become the ninth
bishop of Chicago). Contributors to the Church School Children's Birthday
Endowment Fund, listed in a separate section, included Betty Vilas (later
Betty Hedblom), who served on the vestry from 1983 to 1987 and whose
children attended St. Chrysostom's Sunday School.

Harold and Lucille Simonds and their children David and Katherine
were listed as contributors, as were a number of members of the choir.
Soprano Myrtle Peplow (later Myrtle Steele), a contributor who had been a
participant in the 1914 New Year's Eve dance, was profiled in the May 1970
issue of the parish newspaper the Bee-Hive by he r fellow choir member
Anne Shumate. "Each new choir member ... is told to report to Mrs. Steele
who assigns him a robe ... Every month, she gathers up ... the white cottas
to be sent out for cleaning and ... does any mending necessary. Itis hardly
less th an astounding that Mrs. Steele has performed this duty since she was
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taken out of her Sunday School class to do so when she was only fourteen

years old. [She] is one of those rare parishioners ... christened, confirmed

and married at St. Chrysostom's. Beca use she has been singing with the
choir for the same amount of time that she has been wardrobe mistress, she

is undoubtedly its senior member ... a talented and capable artist [who] has
worked in several major art studios doing wood painting, wood antiquin g,
gold etching on china and china painting." Other choir contributors to the

fund included soprano and church school teacher Charlotte Howard, a

member of the parish until her death in 1991; contralto Helen Eldred, who

had been baptized by Mr. Snively in 1898 and remained at St. Chrysostom's
into the 1970s; tenors Elden Day (the "noted boy soprano” of the early

Hutton years) and Harry Brauns (the soprano soloist at the Good Friday

evening concert of 1910, who had attended the choir camp and contributed

$3. 00 to the 1913 parish house fund drive), and baritone Robert Betty, a
member of the choir for fifty years at the time of his retirement in 1967.

The extended leave granted to Dr. Hutton had unfortunately not
sufficed to restore his health. On September 1, 1928, he wrote again to the
vestry:

After serving for almost twenty years as Rector of St.
Chrysostom's Parish, it is with deep regret that | find it no longer
possible to continue, and hereby send to the Vestry my
resignation to take effect not later th an January 1st, 1929.

In making the decision, | am deeply conscious of the
action of the Vestry for the last two years in giving me a leave of
absence for half of each year, in the hope that | might work out
my problems and remain as Rector.

This hope | ha ve been unable to accomplish, and the
reasons for my resignation are as follows:

1. For the past three years, | have found it increasingly
difficult to meet the heavy demands of the Parish as Pastor,
Preacher and Organizer, due to impaired health, which wh ile
temporary, will yield to complete restoration by a year of rest.
This | propose to take.

2. Mrs. Hutton has, as you know, been a semi -invalid for
several years. The doctors say a prolonged rest in a warm
outdoor climate will greatly benefit her.

3. My son, Butler, who is fourteen years old, has
developed a bad heart, which will keep him out of school at least
a year. He, too, must live out of doors in the sun, so we propose
spending the winter either in Florida or California.
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In severing my relations as Pastor of St. Chrysostom's | do
so with the consciousness that it is my only course, and with a
deep sense of many years of gracious companionship and love
with the Vestry and people. For the joy and profound happiness
of my long Rectorship | am grateful! It has really been and
always will be my only love.

Taylor Willis also offered his resignation, which was accepted with
regret; Mr. Willis left on October 14, having received a call to Christ Church,
Roanoke, Virginia (described in the bulletin as "a Pari sh second in
importance in the Diocese of Southwestern Virginia").

The vestry sent a letter in early November appealing for
contributions for a farewell purse for the rector. "Dr. Hutton will be leaving
us shortly after Thanksgiving Day. It is hard for him to go and sad for us all
because of our great love for him." After a description of the state of the
parish at his arrival and a tribute to his care for those in sickness or grief,
the letter summarized his accomplishments: the establishment o f the Boy
Scouts, the Social Service Committee and Camp Oronoko; the construction
of the new parish house and church building; the $100,000 Fund. "These
results might well have represented the work of a life time instead of only
nineteen years. ToDr. Hutt on 0 andto himalone & we owe the vision and
its splendid realization. Now, as he leaves us, it is most fitting and
appropriate that we present to him a worthy token of our lasting affection
for him and our sincere gratitude for his unselfish devotion to our Parish and
to us personally in our times of grief and sorrow, as well as in our days of
joy and happiness.” George Ranney hosted a farewell dinner for Dr. Hutton
and the vestry on November 21, when the retiring rector was presented with
a purse of $600 0 and a silver platter.

Dr. Hutton's hope that the church could be consecrated before his
departure was not to be fulfilled. Although the debt had been paid off, other
legal requirements had not been met; a letter from the rector dated
November 1 stated th  at "we cannot comply with the Canons within the few
days remaining, nor can we make proper legal safeguard for our property
without mature thought and study ... | prefer ... to take no steps at the
close of my Rectorship that might be too hasty or insuffic iently considered.”
(Parish records do not make clear the precise considerations involved.)
Although the church could not be consecrated, a special service was held on
Thanksgiving Day, November 28, at which the chapel, the remaining stained
glass windows, and other features of the building were dedicated. A short
history of the church appeared in the bulletin, describing the rectorships of
Mr. Snively and Dr. Hutton (but not that of Mr. Kemp) and the church
buildings. The final paragraph read:
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Thus has t he physical fabric of the Parish progressively
come into being. Buildings and memorials, dedicated to the glory
of God, and devoted to the service of man, stood at last as
monuments to forty  -two years of unswerving endeavour, but the
property was still enc  umbered with a mortgage. Consequently,
February 1, 1927, a financial campaign was started for the
extinguishing of the indebtedness and the enhancement of the
Endowment Fund, which ended successfully the week before
Easter, 1928, and at the conclusion of D r. Hutton's
administration Saint Chrysostom's Church remains for posterity
a symbol of the past and a vision for the future.

The Reverend Henry Pryor Aimon Abbott, rector of Grace and St.
Peter's Church in Baltimore, had accepted a call in September and wo uld
come to Chicago in early December. It was planned that Dr. Hutton and Dr.
Abbott would both take part in the service of December 2 and be present at
the bazaar on December 6, when the retiring rector would introduce
parishioners to his successor.

Dr. H utton's final message to the congregation appeared in the bulletin
for Sunday, November 25.

"Valediction"

This is my last message to you as your Rector and | send it
with a glad heart, though a mixture of joy and sorrow; joy that |
amto have arest,andb e able to give my entire care to my
family until they can be well again; sorrow that | must sever the
daily contact with those | love as | do you.

For twenty years | have lived among you and you have
made me happy beyond words by your devotion, loyalty and co-
operation. Few men have had so wonderful and loving devotion
as |; for it all I am devoutly grateful. | shall never forget you.
Always, you will be in the secret recesses of my heart.

In leaving this Parish, | commend to you but one thing:
that you sus tain my successor with the same loyalty, that you
support his work with the same enthusiasm, that you extend to
him the same devotion which you have afforded me through
twenty years, so that the Lord may prosper His handiwork, and
that this Parish may cont  inue to grow in the abundant grace of
Jesus Christ.
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